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IVES are «ſually Read with a greater 
Pleaſure and. ho any 
other kind af Wrieing; and it muſt 

own'd, that when rightly choſen, they give 
the moſt uſeful views of Humane Nature, 
4 the juſteſt Repreſentations of Virtue 
d Vice, with their different Conſequen- 
and Effects. 6 | 
ut then it's obſervable, that the World 
chiefly fond of knowing their Story, who 
e Aﬀed the moſt Embroyl'd and Buſie 
ts of Life; have C ommanded Armies, 
manag d Surprizing Turns of State; have 
Policy or War made themſelves Famous, 
E Subject of common Obſervation and Diſ- 
rſe; or Hurry d on by Ambition, and 
her Deſtruftive Paſſions have laid Countries 
aſte, and done fatal Miſchiefs to Mankind. 
And ſo far have Mens Inclinatious been 
atify'd and Encourag'd that the World is 
lymore and more over-ſtock d with this ſort 
Lives, which, as commonty written have a 
tal Influence apo our Minds, and prove 
J Pernicious to Religion, They give a 
SS dangerous 
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dangerous Turn to our Thoughts, and Tnfel 
the Soul with wrong Notions of things. Thy 
little regard that s had to Juſtice and Piety 
in the Characters of Princes and Warriour 
And the Praiſes that are gives ta all thei 
Succeſsful Actions, however violent au 
bloody; the Magnificent Deſcriptions of At 
mies and Battles, with the Glory that ſti 
ſurrounds the Head of the Fortunate a 
Bold: All theſe Inflame thoſe Paſſions in 
which our Religion requires us ta Subdue. 
wild Ambition Fires the Mind, and drint 
it - furiouſly on, in purſuit of miſtaken H 
nour, untill at laſt the true Tewper of Ch 
ſtianity is quite deftroy'd; that Humilit 
and Meeknels, that Deadneſs to the Non 
and Submiſſion to the Will of God; wi 
that Juſtice and Charity to Men,wbich mal 
#p ſo great a part of the Chriſtian Life: F 
"twill be hard to perſuade Mankiad that 
olence and Injuſtice are Crimes, whale th 
who committed them are applauded in 8 
ry; or-that to ze Meek aul Lowly, are 
ceſſary Duties, while even in Chriſtian Mea! 
nals, the Cruel end vain - Glorious male: 
greateſt Figures, and are the conſtant Si 
ject of Panegyrick and Praiſe. 
To remedy theſe Miſchiefs in ſome mic 
ſure, It were greatly to be defir d, that ira 
World were furniſh'd with a ſufficient mute 
ber of another kind of Lives; of thoſe * 


— 


The Preface. 
ve been Great in Religion and Goodneſs ; 
od /udy'd to Conquer. their. Corruptions 
their moſt Dangerous fot eu/y Enemies; 
bo have ſpent their Liues iu the ſervice of 
od, and made it their conſtant Buſineſs to 
> Good to Mankind, n 
Such Lives as theſe, we might reaſonably. 
pe, won d very much ſerue the Intereſts of 
eligion, by proving an Antidote to the 
pyſon of t ſe other Hiſtories, which are fo 
eſtructi ve tet, They mou d repreſent Pie- 
„not in Notion but in Life, with all its 
harms about it; and ſbem not only the Pol- 
bility, but. Delightful Eaſineſs of a Religi- 
5 . The Pleaſure of Narra- 
ve wou d ſtill. engage our Attention, and 
wie vent a Wearinels, which few can eſcape, 
ben only Books of Reaſoning and Argument 


: e before them. And bright Examples of 
at Molineſs faithfully Repreſented, cou d hardly 
th il of awakening good Thoughts in our Minds; 


touching us with ſad Reflections upon our 


1r6 Behaviour, ſo different from what we 
nu Mead of others; and exciting ſtrong Defires 
ake i following ſuch Patterns. _ 

t S his is the End propos d in Publiſhing the 


Jouing Life. It is bop d that the Cha- 
Wcter of One, in whom every Chriſtian 
rrace did ſo eminently ſhine, may contri- 


Wr'uc Religion in this Age; that the confi- 
=” D deration 


ute ſomewhat towards raifing a Spirit of 


| 
| 


The Preface. 
s | dleratiou of bis Early Piety, may Animate 
| the Vouth among us; of his conſtant Do. 
vol ions, may quicken our Zeal ; of his Juſtice 

his Charity, and uni verſal Goodneſs, may 

| ftir up laſting Reſolutions in our Minds, © 
following ſo great an Example of theſe through 
| all the Parts of Virtue and Holineſs. - 
| Aud ſo well was the Character of that 
Excellent Perſon eſtabliſh d and Known that 

he was very few days laid in his Grave whe 

ſeveral good Men, without being acquaintei 

with one anothers Thoughts, confpir d in O 

pinion, that a faithful Account of his Life 

s and Virtues was what might benefit the 
| World; which they accordingly at ſeveral 
| times propos d, to a Perſon nearly concerwd 
| ins his Memory; and who they believ'd wou 
| be moſt Zealous to have ſuch a work un 


| = dertaken. | | 

Nor ou d theſe Hopes have appear'd in 
| the leaſt Ill. grounded, had Mr. Bonnell 
Life been the work of a Pen, which tas onc 
expected, or rather deſir'd, wou'd have been 
employ'd in it ; which cou'd have ſet hi 
Virtues in their true Light, and drawn hi 
Character with all its juſt Advantages. Bu 
fence theſe expectations have fail'd the world 
muſt be ſatisſi d with this Work, as tis nue 
Publiſh'd ; of which I can only ſay, that 
have put the Informations, which were gi 
den me, faithfully together; for tho I was 
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The Preface: 
p tranger to Mr. Bonnell, yet I cou d not, 
rom any knowledge or obſervation of my own, 
etend to give the World his Character. 
But this defect was in great meaſure made 
b, by the materials wherewith I was fur- 
iſh d for a Work of this Nature; I had 
ge Memorials of his Life pat into my 
lands, drawn up by his moſt intimate 
iends Both in England aud Ireland, by 
joſe upon whoſe Knowledge and Fidelity the 
der may ſafely depend; chiefly the Re- 
rend Mr. Strype, mention'd more than 
ce in the Life ; who, as he knew Mr. Bon- 
Il from his Childhood, ſo very much encou- 
" Wp'd the Publiſhing his Character; and rea- 
gave his aſſiſting Hand to this Work, 
thout which, it muſt have been much more 
perfect than it now is. A 
Bat the Reader will eafily perceive, that 
principal Materials for Mr. Bonnell's 
e are his own Private Papers, aud that to 


gar acter; 75 chief Buſfneſs being, to put 


been h of his Meditations together, as gave moſt 


t bi 


Inſtances given of his Piety, 


„ 269 that I have nam d his Private 


orld 


ers, which are ſo often referr'd to in the 


e; I muſt acquaint the Reader, that Mr. 


nell for many Tears together, almoſt eve- 


e g. 


em the World is chiefly Iudelted for bis 


1 his ght to any Paſſages of his Life,or confirm d 


var” fy, put down ſome devout Thoughts in 
10 | Writing: 


—_— 


every Sin; On the Weakneſs and Wicks 
60; On all the Myſteries of our Faith, a 


confirm him in his duty, And all theſe | 


t 
* 
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Writing ; and has left behind him many Vil ' 
 lumes of Meditations and Prayers vn eve 
.Duzy of Religion; On the Difficulties, a 


on the Comforts of it; On every Virtue au 


neſs of Man; On the Mercy and Goodneſs 


the wonderful Methods of Divine Providen 
to Redleem and Save us; On Death and Jul 


ment; The Pains of Hell, and Joys of H 
ven. Theſe Papers ſhew the conſtant Fr, 1 


and Temper of his Mind; the Warmth 4 
Sincerity of his devotions ; what was 

great Biaſs of his Thoughts, and how he 
ployed his Retirements. They contain his 
cret Complaints, Reſolutions, and deſin 
with proper Mottves, aud earneſt Prayers, 


ing Writ only for his own Private uſe, “ 
fign'd for no Eye beſides, but that of Hi, 
ven; I cou d not but cgnclude, that they gi wy 
us the trueſt view of his Piety, aud are Mt /* 
beſt Vouchers I con d produce for the trutl 4 
hs Character; and conſequently that . 


more of his Meditations were Inſerted in 
Life; t wou'd not only be the more V/e/M> 
but the World wou'd have the juſter Ni 
ONS of his Excellencies ;. fince theſe N 5 8 
tings, no doubt were, what he himſelf Cd 
them, The Tranſcript of his Heart. 


Wi 


With theſe Materials, I was enabl'd to 
arry on the Life; which conſiſts of Two Parts, 
be firſt contains Mr. Bonnell's Hiſtory, 


% ſuch of bis Meditations as were proper 
Lp Llutrate every part of it; and give age. 


ral view of his Piety: The other conſiſts of 
i Character at Large, and ſhews hom he 
iſcharg d every Duty that we owe to God, 
»d Man; and js cles d with his Character 


Dort, and ſame proper Inferences draun 
„ mine wg i ooo 
" 4 The Wark being. draws up according to this 


ethod,. I durſt not venture it abroad into 
be World, till it, was Perus d by thoſe; who 
ere moſt Intemately acquainted with Mr. 
onnell, and cuu d make the beſt Judgment 

F any Account of his Life. Some Eminent 
iſhops of our Church, were pleaſed to look 
over; who, under their Hands, have con- 
rm d the Truthof his Character, and alow'd 
err Atteſtations to be. Publiſh'd for the ſa- 
faction of the World. But none as knew 
r. Bonnell better than the Biſhops of Kil- 
ore and Derry, ſo,1 muſt acknowvledge that 
eir Lordſhips were at the Trowble, of giv- 
g me their Thoughts at large, of every part 
f the Life: they ſet. me right in ſome mat- 


"To's of Fact, and I made ſeveral Alterati- 
If a ws in it by their Advixe. If was Examin d 


Kewiſe by ſeveral Divines, «pon whoſe Judg- 
ent and Friendſhip I cou d moſt Rely ; who y 
77 | ; b made 
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made ſeveral Obſervations on it, which we 
uſeful to me, Bo acty ry of 
But ſo great a part of this Work conſiſt 
ing of Mr. Bonnell's Private Meditati 
ons, 7 think it here proper to Obviate one Ol 
jection againſt the Publiſhing of them: Sc 
may think, they are not fo fit for Publiel 
Yiew,having been never intended for it. b) 
the Compoſer of them, wanting his laſ 
Hand, and being not fo correct as he cou! 
have made them. But to this I anſwet 
That Mr. Bonnell's never intending tbeſ 
Meditations for the Publick, is ſo far fro 
being an Objection of Weight againſt then 
that it is an undeniable Argument of the Sit 
cerity of his Piety, and of his being res 
what they repreſent him. A Man may ſpea 
and write very Piouſſy, aud yet not be tru 
Pious; he may Publiſh pious Books, and yi 
be an Hypocrite: worldly Defigns of Ini 
reſt and Fame may be the Motives of thi 
' ſpecious Appearances, and render a Diſgiul 
of Piety neceſſary ſor him. But that PietWpur 
which.dwells in the Cloſet, we ought to pr 
ſame Sincere ; and thoſe Meditations whi 
were written there, and never deſign d for 
more Publick Appearance, dvcertainly ſpe 
the Language of that Soul which comp 
them. Now the end of writing Mr. Bot 
 nell's Life, being. to give ſuch a jaſt Repn 
ſentation: of bit Excellencies, as might e 
Es T0 f 2 


The Pr eface | 


Le others to follow his Example; it was ne- 


ality, as might ſatisfie the World: And 


eathings of his Soul, wherein he ſpeaks to 
d without any Temptation to Vanity, or 
ed of Reſerve, © | 

'Tis therefore by theſe we are chiefly to 
ge of Mr. Bonnell ; from them we may ſee. 


ſelf ; to get above the Eſteem and Fear 
Men; to inflame his Soul with the Love 


mh every inſtance given us of his Piety, 
i ht be fully prov'd by many more T, eſtimo- 


e; yet the Reader will, no doubt, look up- 


e the Teſtimonies of Men cou d reach no 


ur: But every Evidence does happily con- 

to prove his Character, his humble Beha- 
mr, his inoſfenſive Life,and heavenly Cou- 
rſation, was matter of Wonder and Obſer- 
ion wherever he was known ; and is now 
rm'd to the World, by what ſo many 
cellent Perſons + 4 the moſt ſacred Cha- 
eprWter have declared; and his Private Me- 
ht ehations ſhew the inward Senſe and Since- 


ſary to give ſuch Proofs of their Truth and 


at better cou d be defired, than thoſe ſe- 
t Memorials of himſelf, thoſe private 


p he laboured to overcome the World and 
God, and fix every Virtue there. And al. 


s, than tis thought ntceſſary to produce 


his Private Meditations to be the moſt de- 
rative Arguments of his real Goodneſs; 


ther than his outward Condutt and Beha-_ 


x 
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rity of his Hear! bow free he was fil 
Hypocrifie and Falſe Pretences ; they 
open his very 1oughts, and theſe ſect 
Principles ef Virtue and Religion, whi 
influenced his Actions, and govern d his Li 
I will readily grant, that theſe Medital 
ons would have come abroad more Corre 
and Perfect than they now are, had th 
been Publiſhed by their Author; his \l 
land wou d have given them ſome finifhlli 
Beauties, which they all have not nom in 
equal degree; yet, as they are, they expr 
ſuch ſtrains of Devotion, as muſt needs be 
great Benefit to EVErY well diſpoſed Re 
der; there is a Sweerneſs and Spirit in th 
wery rarely. to be met with; and none wi 
make the Compariſon without obſervid 
That very few Study d Pieces of De voti 
0 Publiſhed by the Authors themſelves, doe 
ceed, or even equal Mr. Bonncli's Tri 
a: d Occaſional Compoſure. 
Nor can it be any Injury to his Memon 
to Publiſh thoſe Remains, which he inten 
ed to conceal; for his very Deſign of concei 
ing them raiſes their Value ; for otherui 
they had not been fuch certain Argument! 
his Piety, as they nom are: And what du 
t2jt Illuſtrate ard Confirm bis Characte 
eloes mo(t Right to his Memory. 
bis met with another objettion agai 
the following Life, which T ſhall here 1 
| q 
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e notice of, which is, that it runs too 
h in the ſtrain of Panegyrick and Com- 
dation. But it is to be confidered in 
per to this, that if Mr. Bonnell's Pi- 
had not been of a ſtrain very rarely to 
et with, his Life ought not to have been 
liſbed at all, ſince his Station was pri- 
e, and he was only great in Virtue and 


Generals, muſt be written, whether they 
y have been good Men or no; becauſe their 
es make up the general Hiſtory of King-_ 
s and States, and conſequently of the 
Id; and tis fit that their Vices ſhould 

laid open as well as their Virtues, that 

loſe who ſucceed them in their Honours 
Employments, may be encourag d to J- 

ate their Virtues, that ſo they may en- 
Honour and Praiſe upon their Names, 
avoid their Vices, that they may Je- 
e themſelves from Inſamy and Reproach 
h Poſterity. But the World has no uſe 
a Private Man's Life, if there be no- 
g extraordinary in it, but only a come 
mixture of Virtues and Frailties, ſuch 
are matter of daily Obſervation, The 
fe of a Private Man ſhould only be Pub- 
ed when his Virtues are very ſhining, 
| his Goodneſs ſo remarkable, that his Ex- 
le may do good to Mankind. But when 


b 3 when 


gion. The Lives of Princes, Stateſinen, 


Mas's Life is Primitive aud Apoſtolical, 


X11 - 
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xliii The Preface. 
See the In- when Prudence and Goedneſs, Probity g 
ow _ 1; Piety, Meekneſs and Patience; when (; 
Nionument fimplicity of Manners, ſuch freedom fie 
drawn up by Faction, ſuch unſhaken Fidelity, as neitl 
the Biſhop of iy or malice durſt ever ſeem to ſuſpeſ e 
TP: when theſe makeup a man's real Charatta"" 

tis then fit to acquaint mankind with 
Virtues, and propoſe ſuch a Pattern to th 
Imitation, which can't be done without Pri 
es ; fince in ſuch a caſe, a bare Relationn 
become a Panegyrick. 
J ſhall conclude this Preface, with 
Teſtimonials of thoſe Right Reverend Path 
of our Church who Peruſed this Wi 
and Confirm all 1 have ſaid of Mr. Bonn n 
The Lord Biſhop of Killmore's 7 houghts 
bim, the Reader will find at large in | 
Funeral Sermon added to the Life, and i 
Advertiſement that goes before it. 


XV : 


HE Reading the Lives of Pious Per- 
| ſons, having always been found to 
xe of ſingular Advantage, towards both the 
indling and enflaming Devotion in the 
earts of the Readers, and alſo to lead them 
nſenſibly into the ſincere Practice of it, 
hen repreſented in its moſt beautiful and 
ovely Dreſs; I cannot forbear earneſtly to 
ecommend the following Life of Mr. James 
Bonne ll, to all piouſly affected Perſons : 
herein they will find ſuch a Spirit of De- 
otion ; ſo many Marks of a true, ſincere, 
nd unaffected Piety ; (which was diſcern- 
able in him, in his Life time, by all us who 
new him) ſuch Ardent Breathings of his 
Soul to God in Secret, and ſuch a total ard 
entire Reſignation of his Will to God's 
Will upon ſeveral Occaſions; as can hard- 
fail of begetting the like Diſpoſition in 
he Devout Reader, who peruſes it with 
a Mind piouſly and devoutly inclin d. 
therefore do approve of the Publiſh- 
ing the following Life; and do pray God 
it may have its due Effect upon the Hearts 
of all its Readers: That having ſo excel- 
lent a Pattern for their Imitatioo, they 
may be Transform'd into its Likeneſs. 


Narciſſus Dublin. 
Da Having 


— Y 
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F Aving with great Satisfaction rey 
Mr. BounelP; Life and Characte 
Jbl Collected and Written by th 
Arch · Deacon of Armagh,) Ido moſt he: 
tily recommend it to all pious and devo 
Chriſtians; in which they will find 3 
Heart fill d with Divine Love, and Uni 
verſa] Charity, aſcending, to Heaven a 
the Wings of moſt conſtant and mot 
tervent Prayers ; and a Life truly Primi 

tive, adorn'd with all the Native Beautie 
of ſincere Religion. They will alſo ſeeth 
great Bleſſing of good Parents, and th 
vaſt Advantages of an early | Piet 15 3 

will J hope perſwade their neareſt Re 

tives to dedicate and devote themſelvg 
to the Service of the Lord in their Youth 
(as this Gentleman did at Ten Years Old 
before they are Tainted and Infected wil 
the Leproſie and Contagionof Sin; whidl 
will have great Influence over them a 
their Life after, as it apparently had of 
him. For as he grew in Years, he e 
creas d in all Virtues and Graces; ane 
became an eminent Preſident of uni for 
Obedience, profound Humility, and ev 
tire Reſignation in all Conditions. Be 
was a true Son of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
anda moſt exact Obſerver of her Rules ani 
Offices: He was alſo exceedingly _ te 
0 


[xvii © 


ee to the Poor; and always 2 
ei he Promotion of Piety, and Extirpatid 
k Vice; in which, I beſeech God to 


rant, That all who Read his Life, may 
de his faithful Followers, and ſtrict Imi- 
—0000 (((( 2 


Rich. Meat h. 
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T 7nderſtand that your Brother is about 
| to Publiſh an Account of Mr. BonnelPs 
ife, and init ſeveral Meditations compos d 


lvl hat Good Man. I am of Opinion, he will 
ut: it no eaſie matter to do Juſtice to his 
D emory or Character; there being ſomething 
vic: him fo peculiarly ſhining and attractive, 


bat it's hard to give it a due Nepreſentati- 
n In ones mind, much more to deſcribe it ſo, 


oi to make others conceive it. I have look d 
> en ver ſeveral Pieces left by him, but perceFve 
an be) are fir/ft Drafts of his Thoughts ; that 


orme never revis'd them, and that they are ra- 


T's Mind, than Inſtances of what he could 
wciiWave done, if be had defigned them for the 
5 20088 «lick. For he had an Accuracy aud Hx- 
rit neſs in his Judgment, that few — 


her Expreſſions of the Devout Temper of 


1 
and was juſt to his Friends, when they pl 
1 bum to exerciſe it on any thing they had con 
| bos d, but much more ſevere to himſelf. Hi 
= Taſte of what was Excellent, was ſo curiou 

that I do not remember him miſtaken in 
#y Author; or that the Excellencies or Fai 
lures of any that he read eſcapd him. 
J muſt confeſs my ſelf unable to undertah, 
ſuch an excellent Piece, as, I figure to m 
ſelf, the juſt Image of Mr. Bonnell ou d mat: 
eſpecially his Piety, Humility, and Sweetneſ 
of Temper were ſo Eminent and Singular tha 
he muſt have a very happy Pen, that can di 
ſeribe them ſo,as to make the Reader appr 
hend the peculiar Charms and Graces that a 
moſt raviſÞd thoſe that Convers'd with hin 
As to his Piety it had a degree of Warmii 
and Zeal, that ſeem'd near Enthuſiam; ti 
gether with all the Solidity, Conſtancy, au 
Regularity, that the Principles of Reaſon au 
Nevelat ion are apt to produce, in a mind thi 
fincerely gives it ſelf up to be conducted 
them; the Example was moi? Edith ing, au an, 
ſtirr d up many to Imitation. 
As to his Humility, and Sweetneſs of Tem 
per, they were extraordinary, and made hi 
comply with his Friends, in ſeveral Inſtant 
that otherwiſe wou d have been very unca 
to him; he ſeem d to have as little of Selfi 
bis own Opinions or Actions, as any that I eur 
knew; and cou d, with the greateſt Chear and 
1 fulre ll 


Bi 
A £./1eſs, ſacrifice bis own Intereſt and Eaſe 
; — Na or his Friends. 4 
He had a peculiar Value for Friendſhip, 
and the Art, in Perfection, of managing it 
to advantage ; eſpecially that part of it, that 
is exercis'd in Reproofs; inwhich he was ſuch 
a Maſter, that he cou'd gain acceſs into the 
rougheſt Minds, and repreſent to them their 
Faults, with ſo much Artifice, that they cowd 
not but ſee and acknowledge their Deformity, 
without being offended at him who hel the 
Glaſs to them: He cou d do this not only to 
Friends, (with whoſe Humour he was ac- 
quainted) but likewiſe to Strangers, with (uch 
a peculiarity of Addreſs, that he ſometimes 
laid the Foundation of Friendſbip in a Re- 
proof, tho? it be too often the Cauſe of its 
diſſolution. | 
He afted towards all with Prudence and 
Plainneſs; he cou'd very well penetrate inta 
the Hearts and Deſigus of Men. And his 
Diſcoveries were attended with Faithfulneſs 
and Secrefie : His Friends were commonly 
without Reſerve towards him, and reckoned 
themſelves ſecure in their Applications to 
him, and his Aduices to them. 

For my own part, I eſteemed my ſelf very 
happy in the Intereſt I had in his Friend- 
ſhip ; the Remembrance of him ſticks cloſe 
to my Thoughts ; ¶ learned much from him, 
and I find a loſs in his Death not eafie to 


be 
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be retrieved; whith renews my concern for 


him every time I think of him. 
bo therefore I can't much encourage the 


Publiſhing his Life, by reaſon of the diffi- 


culty of the Subject; yet I heartily wiſh it 
may be ſo done, as to ſet my Friend's Cha- 
rafter in a due Light ; which, I hope, might 
be a Benefit to the World : or that I cculd 
contribute any thing to it: Whichis the hear- 

ty Defire and Wiſh of 


To the Re- Your Affectionate 
verend Dr. | | 
Andrew Ha- Humble Ser vant 

milton, Arch And Brother 
Deacon of | 5 
Rapho. Mill. Derry, 


My Lord Biſhop of Derrys Thoughts 
of Mr. Bonnell, will further appear from 
the Inſcription on his Monument, Wrig- 
ten by his Lordſhip. 
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Limerick April 27. 1705. 


RNeverend Sir, 


IT Do highly approve your deſign of | 
* A obliging the World with a new E- 
dition of Mr. Bonnell's Life: For a faith: 
ful repreſentation of thoſe Chriſtian Gra: 


o 


ces 
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ces which ſo eminently appeared in that 
Excellent Perſon, muſt needs do the 
more good, the more Publick it is made. 
* Tt is a Fault too viſible in ſome Who 
© have apply'd themſelves to the writing 
of Lives, that they are very laviſh and 


thoſe whoſe Characters they pretend to 
Publiſh; as if they Study'd more to 
raiſe their Value, than give an Imparti- 
al Account of their Merit. 5 
But the Gentleman, whoſe Life you 
have undertaken, was in all reſpects fo 
highly deſerving, that you are in no leſs 
danger of being condemn'd by thoſe 
who knew him, for not having done 
Juſtice to his Memory, than by thoſe 
who did not, for having over-rated his 
A | £6 


may all who come to the knowledge of 
Mr. Bonnell's Life, be provok d to a pi- 
ous Emulation of his Virtues, that at laſt 
they may reap the Fruits of their Piety 


of | Nen S, 
E- No the Reverend Your very Affectionate 
he Mr. Milliam Ha. Brother, and . Humble 
ra- miltan, Arch- dea- | Servant 
Con of Armagh. | 


Extravagant in the Commendation” of 


© I beſeech God to affiſt you in this 
good Work, and reward you for it; and 


in the Salvation of their Souls, Iam, 


Tho. L ymerick, 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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C.log ber, December 1702, 
Reverend, Fir) tw ont tt ont: 110; 
Have with great Satisfaction Perus4 
© & your Account of Mr. Bonnell's Lit 
and Character, and his Meditations that 
* are interſpers d, through which ther 
* ſhines a true Spirit of Chriſtian Piety; 
And as I had the happineſs to be well a 
* quainted with him, and was conſequent: 
iy a juſt Admirer of his truly valuable 
good Qualities, and Chriſtian Virtues 
of his extraordinary Piety, his unaffeedſ 
* Humility, and his unwearied Zeal for 
the promoting Religion and Virtue ; {i 
do hope, and with Aſſurance promiſe 
my ſelf,that a faithfulAccount of all theſe 
may doabundance of good in the World 
holy Examples being undoubtedly the} 
_ * beſt Arguments for Piety, and convineing 

* Men much ſooner, than any Sermons and 
Diſcourſe. 9 
l do therefore heartily approve of you 
* Deſign in Publiſhing what you hav 
* Communicated to me; and that hi 
good Example may influence mam 
to an Imitation of his holy Life and con 
verſation, is the earneſt Prayer of, 


. Reverend Sir, | 
To the Reverend Tour very Affectionate 
Mr. William Ha- Brother, and Humble 
milton, Arch-dea- Servant, 


don of Armagh. . 


8/ Geo, Clogher 
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Have peruſed the following Lie oz 
Mr. James Bonnell, and do find there 


h a juſt Repreſentation of that ſincere 
fected Piety, which ſhined fo clearly 
ut that excellent Perſon, that I earneſtly 
ere 


»mmend theReading of it to the World, 

d do beſeech God it may have the ef- 

t which is propos d by Publiſhing it, 
recover the true Spirit and Power of 
ligion in this Age. 


0 
Edi. Downe & Connor! 
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IRELAND: 


Ane Bonnell, N was born af Genoa the Mr. Bonnelu- 
14th of W 16 5 3. He was Son Birth and 
© (by R. becca Daughter of Thomas Sayer Fami). 
near Norwich, Eſq; ) to Samuel Bonnell, 
erchant, who reſi ded ſome time at Genoa, 
B and 


His Father's 
Character. 


Trade he carry'd on, his Sweet and Obligin 


avoid Duke D' Alva's Fury then cruelly Pe 


conſtantly maintain'd himſelf in times of grei 
eſt Difficulty and Danger. 


the ſole Management of his Affairs, apply 
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and many Years at Leghorn, where the gre 


Behaviour, but eſpecially the Piety and Int 
grity of his Life, procur'd him great Cred 
and Eſteem. His Grandfather was Dani 
Bonnell of London, Merchant, His Great Grau 
father Thomas Fonnell, A Gentlen an of 
Good Family near res in Flanders, whot 


fecuting the Proteſtants in the Lom Countrit 
Tranſported Himſelf and his Family into E 
gland, and ſettled at Norwich; where he w 
ſo well Receiv'd, and ſo much Eſtee m'd, 
to be afterwards: choſen Mayor of that Citi) 
Thus a Zeal for Religion profeſſed in its greaff 
eſt Purity, was Mr. Bonnel's Hereditary Vi 
tue; what he deriv'd from his Anceſtors, at 


Samuel Bonnell, Father of James Bonnell, 4 
ter being Bred up under Sir William Cor 
teen, Knight, one of the greateſt ' Merchad 
of his Time, and for ſome time Entruſt ed wi 


himſelf to the Italian Trade at Leghorn, whit 
he did with ſuch Succeſs, that about the Ye 
1649, he was worth at leaſt Ten Thouſalf 
Pounds, and his Credit much greater than | 
Fortune: But both were ſoon Impair'd! 
ſeveral Accidents, by great Loſſes at Sea, h 
particularly by his Zeal for the Royal Fam 
of whoſe Sufferings he ever liad a moſt Tel 
der Senſe, and whom he privately ſupplit 
with conſiderable Sums of Money. And the 


James Bonnell Ai 3 
ret remain Letters to him from the then 
Nneen Mother, King, Charles the Second, and- 
iis Brother the Duke of York, Acknowledging 
is faſt Fr:endſhip-to-them, and the Supplies they 
ad jo ſeaſonably recery'd from him, and recom- 
vending Mr. Killigtew to him, whom they ſent to 
omote their Intereſts in thoſe Parts.. All the 
oſſes and Misfortunes which befel him, he 
ore with great Submiſſion to the Will of God; 
ad Compos'd many Devout Meditations up- 
n thoſe Melancholly Occalions, which yet 
main among his Sons Papers; moſt of which 
ere for his Wife's Uſe, and ſent to her when 
e was forc'd to be Abſent from her: And 
oth thoſe Papers, and the Informations of 
dme who knew him, particularly, the Reverend 
Ir. Serype, Miniſter of Low-Leyton, near Lon- 
on, Nephew to Samuel Bonnell, and his Son's 
dnſtant Friend, do all concur in this, That 
e was a Man of great Sweetneſs of Temper, 
ncere Virtue, and Exemplary Piety. 


About the Year 1655, Samuel Bonnell Re- H', Father 
jov'd with his Family into England; and up- Sereles in 
the Reſtoration of the Royal Family, the England, and 
rvices he had done them, and his known#s made Ac- 
bilities for ſuch an Employment, procur'd ant Ce- 
m a Patent to be Accompt ant General of the 3 — 
evenue of Ireland, his Son's Life being Inclu- 
d in the Patent with his own. But this he 
as not long poſſeſs'd of, for he Dy'd in the i- 
ear 1664, leaving his Son James Bonnell and 
ne Daughter to the Care of his Wife, a Wo- 
an of ſingular Piety and Prudence, both 
hich ſhe employed in the Education of her 

| | B 3 90K 
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1 Son, chiefly in giving a right Tincture to his 
4 Mind, and ſeaſoning it with the Love of Vir. 
of rae and Relient oo * Fl 
[i After he had been Inſtructed in the firſt 
Rudiments of Learning in Dublin, he was ſent 
| to. Trym- School, and committed to the Care 
| of the Reverend Doctor Teniſon, now Lordi 
Biſhop of Meath; by whoſe Inſtructions be 
jj equally Improv'd in Learning and Religion; 
| and ſo great Senſe had he of his Maſters Kind- 
| neſs and Care, that he mentions it more than 
| once in his private Papers, with very gratefulff 
| Acknowledgments: And his Lordſhip dot 
| 1 ſtill remember with Pleaſure, -Mr. :Bornel's 
. early Accompliſhments, and was pleas'd lately 
| thus to expreſs himſelf to me by Letter co 
l cerning him; He then fignaliz'd himſelf jo 
| Sweetneſs of Humour and Good Nature, and wa 
| | from a Child of a moſt Innocent and Gentile Bt 
ill haviour, never inclin'd to any Vice, but ſtritthi 

Religious, and extraordinary Ingenious : An 
made ſuch great Progreſs in his Studies, that h 
went early to the Umverſity, and acquired a'grea| 


deal of Learning in à ſhort time, as I found whti 


he return'd to this- Kingdom and came to Vi - 
His Early . But as Mr. Bonnell, through the whole courſ L 
Pietz. of his Life, was chiefly remarkable for = tl 


great Piety; fo it is the Hiſtory of his Pie V 
the Reader is here chiefly to expect; and tho 
I ſhan't omit any of the Material Paſſages oil P. 
his Life, yet 1 ſhall principally enlarge upoſt® T 
his Piety: And that took very early Poſſeſl 
on of his Heart, and prevented the SnggeltiM. 4 
cas of Satan, and Temptations of the wa 


James Bonnel Eſq; - * 5 
he Firſt Books he read with Pleaſure, were | 
hoſe of Devotion ; and the Care of his Pa- 


i- 

Scots and Inſtructors was ſo Bleſsd by the 
r race of God, that he fer out betimes in the 
ay to Heaven; proſecuted his Journey with 


ndefatigable Diligence, and perſever'd in it 


| | __ _ Second Tear of 
Grace, thy Gift, thy Undeferv'd Favour. I E 


ro the Laſt. | | 

ho And that Mr. Bonnells Piety was of this 

n-W&:rly Growth, 1 ſhall ſhew by inſerting here 

dt large, his own Account of it, which I find 
among his Private Papers. | 

fills © From the Beginning of my Life (ſays he) 

ot! bad a great Senſe of Piety. Lord! My Cor- Mitten An- 
ruptions 1 had from Nature, 1 brought them no 1675. in 
ei ich me into the World; this was thy the Twenty 
ON 


remember the great Delight I took in Read- 
ing Books of Devotion at Ten Years Old, 


Bf and ſaid then to my Mother, I/ we were as He- 
4 David bow Happy ſhowd we be? At Eleven 
Ar Years Old, I us'd to get up from my Bed-tel< 
flows on Sanday Mornings, to ſay the Prayers 
rea for that Day, out ofthe Practice of Piery,(which 
rh was ſent me as a Token from a Friend, and 
vii which I was pleas'd with, as an Invaluable 


preſent.) At Twelve I remember I found it 


ur Difficult at Waking to begin with God, (as 
bi the Practice of Piety directs) and therefore I 
eig Writ out the Words which are there pro- 
tho pos'd to be ſaid, and put them under my 


* Pillow, to have them ready at Waking. At 
* Thirteen I had read ſeveral Books of Piety 
and Devotion. In the Peruſal of the Pra- 
* tice of Piety, I was pleas'd with the Propo- 
ſal of a Methodical courſe of Religion, and = 
: TY * allur'd 1 
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© allur'd with the Arguments it uſes to urg 
© it; having been all along poſleſs'd that i 
© was m/ Duty, ſol was more eaſily Inclin 
to it. At length by my Intenſe Reading d 
© this Book, and being delighted with thi 
« Meditations, Soliloquies, and Paſſionate Paſ: 
* ſages of it, my whole Thoughts were taka 
up with the Things of anotber World, and 
© I grew cool to all the Delights of thi 
* While theſe Thoughts were upon me, tht 
© Lord's-Day came welcome to me which 
was piepar'd to Sanctify, according to the 
* Directions of my Fock, and ormer Inſtry 
© tions, which 1 had long before veceiv( 
Vith my Education; but never found my 
* ſelf ſo willing to Practice them, as Then, 
On that Day my Thoughts were wholly ti 
© ken up with Religious Contemplations ; { 

_ © that when I went into my Chamber in tht 
Evening, and there made a Recollection d 
* my whole Life, according to the Schemes for 
Examination, which 1 had inthe Practice of 
* Fiery and other Books; and being taken up 
in an: intenſe conſideration of my Sins, and 
© my Duty; of God, and Heaven, and Hel, 
* &c. my Affections were rais'd to a pitct 
* higher than 'Ordinary, and my Spirits more 
fix d and composd. I then proſtrated my ſelf 
before God, and humbled my ſelf for my 
Sins, being, as I imagin'd, in ſuch a pitch of 
* Godly Sorrow, as wou'd anſwer the Cha- 
© raQers of it, which my Book:propos'd to 
© me: Then taking up Reſolutions of Amend 
ment, and begging Strength of God, | rok 
, On 1-8 
r i 


James Bonnell Eſq; 


y from my Knees, in a pleas'd Perfwaſion 


hat the work of Repentance (which my 
Book told me I muſt begin with, and be 
rery Solemn) was paſt. And that now, I 
might with comfort paſs on, to the Metho · 
dical Practice of the Duties of Religion. So 


WI chearfully lay down, and chearfully roſe. 


| read the Bible, I Pray'd, making uſe of the 
Forms in the Practice of Piety and other 
Books that I had, and on Sunday Mornings 
more largely confeſſing my Sins, and exa- 
mining my ſelf. Thus went I chearfully on 
endeavouring to maintain my Ground, and 
perſiſt in my Practice; Rejoycing much that 


the work of Converſion as I thought, was. 
paſt with me which the Books I then Read, 
and the Perſons that Diſcours'd with me, had 


ſo much poſſeſsd me with. Nevertheleſs 
under what Opinion or Notion ſoever- 1 
then did it, I do, as I have juſt cauſe, Ble 

and Praiſe the God of Heaven, That he did 


ſo early let me ſee, what was. the Practice 


of Godlineſs; That I enjoy'd ſo great an 
encouragement after Holineſs, as a taſt of the 
Sweetnefs of it. For this great and diſtin- 
guiſhing Goodneſs of the Lord, my Soul 
doth and ever will Praiſe his, Holy Namel 
At this time Mr. Teniſon my Maſter (of whoſe 
Religious Care of me I ſhall always have a 
very grateful Remembrance) Diſcours'd with 


me about Receiving the Sacrament; I readi - 


ly conſented, not being a little Rejoic'd at 


the Invitation, which ſeem'd to come as it 


were from God himſelf, $0 I practis d the 
B 4 * Nixcctiony 


a 
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Directions which my Books gave me, allf 
: © endeavour'd to prepare my ſelf accordh 

* ro my Light and Ability. My Notions 
: it were obſcure, for the ooks I had res 

-were ſo, and very Allegorical. Yet I hy 
© God will lay no Sin to my Charge, that mig 

© ariſe from thence; ſince it was what TW. 

< then capable of, from the Inſtruction 
PMs: 

Theſe were the happy n of M 
Bonnell's Piety: And what mighty Ad vanc 
in Religion might not be hop'd from a Ze 
ſo Early, and yet ſo ſtrong? How few, eve 
in their Happieſt Periods of Life, when thei 
Reaſon is beſt Improv'd, and their Gracg 
moſt Lively and Vigorous, can ꝑive a bett 


Account of their Piety, than Mr. Bonnell his 
the beginning of his Youth ? How firm aufe 
laſting muſt the Building be, whoſe Foundaiſ ie 
on was ſo deeply lad? And ſuch his Piet ad 
prov'd, encr el ing with his Reaſon and Yen d 
till al were compleated in a Happy Eternity Den 


At Fourteen Years of Age, being fit forth 
Univerſity, he was remov'd from Trym-Schodl 
But his Friends who were nicely Solicitous 2 
bout his Education, choſe to ſend him to 
Private Philoſophy School in Oxfordſhire; 
believing bim there, more out of the way o 
Temptation ; and reſolving not to expoſe hin 
to the Infectious Dangers of a great City, and 
numerous Acquaintance. But how much Per 
ſons of the like Sentiments, are miſtaken in 
their: Opinions of theſe private Seminaries, 
may: from Mr. Bonnelbs N of 

| 7 t at 
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at, which his Friends made choice of for 


earning. I was ſent (ſays be; to Oxſord- 
ire to a Private Houſe, fo or fear of being 
orrupted at the Univerſity : Our Tutor 
as Mr, Cole, who had formerly been Prin- 
ipal of St. Mary-Hall in Oxford; He Read 
o us Ar:ſtotles- Philoſophy, and Inſtructed us in 
he Claſſics and Oratory : He Preach'd Twice 
very Sunday to his Family and Us: Here! 
tay'd Two Years and a Half; but my Un- 
jappineſs was, that there was no Practice of 
eceiving the Sacrament in that place, ſo 


nd ſerious Recollection of my ſelf; neither 
ere my Aſſociates ſuch, from whom l 
ight learn any part of Godlineſs, but on 
e contrary all Debauchery ; ſo that my 
riends Care ſeem'd herein to be deluded, 
ad I not been otherwiſe Principbd before, 
d had ſomę Tincture of my Trym Senti⸗ 
Wents, ſtill on my Mind: Our Tutor was 
do Remiſs in matters of Morality and Re- 
gion, rho? I cannot accuſe himſelf of any 
ling that was Ill. At laſt he Concludes, 
nnot with comfort reflect upon the time ſpent 
bat place. And he has been often heard to 
when ſpeaking of that Private School, 
tin it were all the Dangers and Vices of the 
ver ſity without the Advanta ges. 
rom Oxfordſhire he remov'd to Catherine 
in Cambridge, having been Entered there, 
ar before, by his Friend. and Kinſman Mr. 
e then of the ſame Houſe, There his 
LTLutor 


m, and preferr'd to all our Famous Seats of 


hat 1 could have no ſolemn Earneſt, 


10 
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Tutor was the Learned Doctor Calamy, wilt” 
upon ſeveral Occaſions expreſs'd the Eſtei 
he had for his Pupil, commending him to Wl 
Strype and Others for hi- Learning, Grarii 
and Manlineſs, both in Diſcourſe and BeH 
viour; but chiefly for his Conſtancy at Ri 
pious Duties, being hardly ever known to mi | 
Prayers, all the time he continu'd at Canbriꝗ 
Here he enjoy d all thoſe Advantages the wall 
of which he lamented ſo much before; tll* 
frequent returns of the Sacrament kept ily 
Mind in a true Devout Frame, put him vy 
the ſtricteſt Re-ſearches into bis paſt Life, ai. 
the moſt ſolemn and ſerious Reſolutions Wi 
adhering to his Duty. Here alſo he had Friei 
and Companions, every way ſuited to Wl” 
own Genius and manner of Life, ſuch as will 
moſt remarkable for their Parts and Pie. 
The chief of which were Doctor Gouge, n 
Miniſter of St. Martyn, in the Fields, Lond © 
Doctor Blackall, Miniſter of St. Mary A 
mary, London ; and Mr James Calamy, A 
N Brother. Here he pur ſued all th K 
lethods of Devotion he had begun be. 
and went on to farther degrees of Religi . 
Strickneſs; particularly, here he firſt reſoſi > 


* 


Life after he Religiouſly obſerv'd. * 


upon Keeping Faſting Days, which all | 
© (/ays be) is what all Books of Devot 
* Commend, and what I had known to bel 
Practice of ſeveral Religious Perſons. Lo 
© ing upon it therefore as my Bounden D 
© I bethought my ſelf what Day of theW 
: wou'd be moſt Conpenient, and with 
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y Vows, immediately ſet upon it; and 
ry great did I find the Benefit, of being 
queſtred from the World, and enjoying 
y ſelf alone: It inur'd my Mind to Devo- 
on, and kept it ſenſible and tender, and 
cuſtom'd me to Acts of Mortification and 
If-Denyal. Theſe Days, if the Weather 
ere Fair and Calm, | wou'd uſually ſpend 
the Fields; if otherwiſe, in ſome Empty 
amber in the College; in the abſence of 
y Chamber Fellow, in my own Chamber; 
in my Study, if he were there : But not 
as to give him, or any elſe, the leaſt ſu- 
icion of this Practice, all the time I was 
ere. | 
is Advancement in Learning, kept equal 
with his Improvements in Piety and 
rs; for he proſecuted his Studies with In. 
tigable Diligence, and perform'd all his 
demical Exerciſes with General Approba- 
: And when ſometimes his eager purſuit 
earning wou'd occaſion a Thought to a- 
in his Mind, that a whole Day every 
ek, was what he cou'd not ſpare from his 
ies, with Indignation he wou'd Reject 
Suggeſtion, as coming from his Spiritual 
my; He conſider d (as he expreſſes it) that 
re juſt in God to puniſh ſuch Thoughts, by 
ng all his Studies; but if he chearfully gave 
time to God, his Goodneſs won d ſupply that 
more to him, having promiſed to add all things 


10 K ighteonſneſs. Y 


From 


11 


ſe, who E ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, 


Removes into From Catherine Hall (after he had taken H 
Mr. Free- 


man's Family. Family of Ralph Freeman of Ajpeden' Hall ff 
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Degrees in Learning he remov'd into th 


Hertfordſhire, Eſq; and undertook the Ed 
cation of his Eldeſt Son; a Truſt, which i 
ever Eſteem'd one of the moſt Weighty in ti 
World, and which none ſhou'd undertake wit 
out earneſt Reſolutions of Conſcientiouſ 
Diſcharging it. And 'twas very happy fi 
Mr. Freeman, that he found one who had if 
thoſe Qualifications, which he cou'd wiſh ini 
| Inſtructor and Friend for his Son: Great Swe 

neſs of Temper, join'd with a ſound andy 
netrating Judgment; a Sedate Gravity il 
command Reſpect, - mix'd with an «li 
 Chearfulneſs to gain Love; a happy w 
of Explaining the Difficulties of Learnig 
having clear Notions himſelf, of what heu 
dertook to make Intelligible to his Pupil; 
noble Genius and lively Fancy, temper'd vi 
Diſcretion and Prudence; and what was md 
valuable than all theſe, great Strictneſs of Li 
and an excellent Talent at Recommend du 


Piety to Young Perſons, which is a peculihlſ" » 
Art; few knowing how to cloath Religio Jo 
its True Dreſs, moſt making it rather a Hint 
then than a Pleaſure to Beginners, ſo any 


ther to frighten them from it, than en ""< 
them to love it. i 
This Gentleman, Mr. Bonnell, very happ 
Inſtructed, making the moſt Difficult parts 
Learning, Plain and Eaſy to him; but erer 
Principal Aim was, to give Young Mr. rt, 
man right Notions of Religion and Vim 
8 ö Wy 
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his Satisfaction. From Nimeguen he went 
W the Embaſſadors Company through” Flan- 


ing 
ver and Holland, and fo return'd for England. 
d rom that time he continu'd with his Pupil till 


vVear 1683, when Mr. Freeman was ſent 
et into France, and met Mr. Freeman at 


rts of France : And ſo great was his Tender- 


. Bomell conſtantly Expoſ'd himſelf to 


d upon his being able to Uſe them, ſupply'd 
with many Excellent Meditations, and of- 
io join'd with him in Prayers and Thankſ- 
: ings for his Recovery. 5 

By bis Prudent Behaviour, and Ingenious 
| nverſation at Nimeguen, he procur'd Sir 
oline Fenkin's Eſteem and Friendſhip, who 
his Letters to Mr. Freeman's Father, highly 
art plauded Mr. BonnelPs Conduct, and was 
er ready to ſerve him with his Intereſt at 


Vin Reſpet to his Pupil Mr, Freeman, 
4 a 


* 


ich he not only endeavour'd in his conſtant 


te nverſation with him, but for His uſe Com- 
iges many Pious Meditations, with ſhort Re- 
A rions and Advices upon the daily Occur- 
cces of Life. + xl 


o France and le, In 1684, Mr Bomell 
ont; and in His Company Viſited ſeveral 


sand Concern for Mr. Freeman, that he being 
cen Dangerouſly Ill of the Small- Pox at Tours, 


at Diſtemper, tho**twas what he never had; 


purt, when his Affairs required it. And, 


? 


uh 


He continu'd in Mr. Freeman's Family till Goes into 
We Year 1678, and then went with his Pupil Holland with 
Wo Holland, and ſtay'd near a Year in Sir Le- Mir, Free- 


ne Jenkins's Family at Nimeguen very much man. 


TY OO | 
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never Man took truer Pains to Inſtruct a0 
Accompliſh him, to Improve him with Kno 


ledge, and Adorn him with. Piety ; ſo he c 


tinually reap'd new Satisfa&ions from the da 
_ ceſs of his Labours ; but chiefly the moſt Dil 
lightful Part of them, his Endeavours to gi 
Mr. Freeman a Right Senſe of his Duty if 
God, and fix the Impreſſions of Religion in 
Mind. They frequently join'd together il 
Prayer, and every Day their Devotions led ii 
way to their Studies; the Te Deum and ſon 
other Pſalms being the firſt Buſineſs of it. 4 
tho' he kept Mr. Freeman Cloſe to theſeh 
erciſes, yet he manag'd them ſo, as that thi 
might not prove Uneaſy to a Youthful Mia 
And to this Day Mr. Freeman retains 2 m 


Grateful Senſe of Mr. Bonnell's Care of h 0 


and has own'd in the kindeſt manner ſinceh 
Death, That it was his Prudent Manag ement« 
Good Inſtructions, which kept him from fulloni 
many Ill Examples of great Looſeneſs and | 
moral ty: and bindred him from running i 
many Miſchiefs he ſhou'd hardly otherwiſe he 
avoided: That when he was abſent from bim, 
conſt antly re-minded him by Letter, of his 17 
good Inſtructions; which had the greater Imp 
ſions on him, as knowing they were meant in g 
— DO TNT 
And no doubt, Mr. Freeman will alwi 
Reflect with pleaſure, on the Advantage 
Enjoy'd by Mr. Bonnell's Converſation 1 


Example ſo many Years ; will conlider HH 


Invaluable a Bleſſing har was, and what ft 
ſon he has to Praiſe God for it; ſince ſuch 


James Bonnell Eſq, 
aſtrutor, and ſo Faithful a Friend, might. 
ave preſerv'd many Men (had they been 
Wo happy as he was) from thoſe Fatal Miſcar- 
ages which have ended in their Ruine: And 
hat therefore he lies under particular Obli- 
"ations to God, for fo Diſtinguiſhing a Mark 
WF his Favour and Goodneſs; which I am per- 
naded, he will always anſwer, by following 
- e lnſtructions, and imitating the Life of his 
crcellent Friend. 8" _ | 
= cre the Generality of our Gentry, Bleſs'd 
ith Inſtructor's of Mr. Bonnell's Temper and 
ety; his Gravity, Prudence, and Holy Life; 
ith thoſe, who are acquainted (as he was) with 


ive into a Young, Gentleman's Genius, and 
phtly form his Mind; we ſhou'd ſoon ſee a 


ruſt, who are not narrow in their Fortunes, 


upon 


7 


e Methods of Gentile Converſation; can 


ppy Change in their Principles and Lives: 

eligion would have their firſt and Principal 
egard; and it would be. no part of their 
haracter, to be Vicious or Prophane. Such 
ght to be Enquir'd after, for this Noble, 


pr ſervile in their Natures, and have had a 
enerous Education Themſelves; ſuch whoſe 
eſence carries Awe along with it, and whoſe, 
ves are fit to bę made Patterns to their Pu- 
s. And ,when ſuch excellent Perſons are. 
und, they are to be, Treated in ſuch a man- 
r, as may bring both their Perſons and Em- 
oyments into Eſteem and Credit; as may. 
inly ſhew, that They and their Labours are, 
pnly Priz'd, and Valu'd.. By this means the 
ratsſt Truſt in the Common-Wealth, and 


13 


16 


and Pain ; his Conſtitution was Tender a 


times Uneaſy under a load of Sickneſs, at 
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upon which moſt Depends, would not be pt 
(as it too often happens) into the wort 
Hands ; who for want of Right Qualities, 2 
neglected by thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is to &. 
cure them from Contempt, and whoſe Exam: 
ple Influences Others, till they loſe all Autho 
rity, even with thoſe Who are under the 
Care, and conſequently all Capacity of doin 
them Good. But with Mr. Bonnell, twyi 
entirely Otherwiſe; He was every way Qual 
fy'd to gain Eſteem, His Learning and Pr 
dence, his Behaviour and manner of Life con 
manded juſt Reſpect; His Fortune ſecur'd hit 
from all Temptations to mean Compliance 
(for on that alone he could have Subſiſtedi 
and the great ſeverity of his Life, Exacted Ne 
verence from all he Convers'd with. 
During Mr. Bonnell's ſtay in Mr. e 
Family, he had fre vent Returns of Sicknd 


1 


eaſily Injur'd : And I find by the Meditatior 
he then Compos'd, That his Body was an ul 
comfortable Companion to his Mind; andth 
he was frequently Diſturb'd in his Religia 
Courſe, by Bodily Diſorders. He complait 
with great Paſſion of himſelf, for being ſont 


wiſhing its removal with too much eagernd 
One or two of theſe Meditations Written 
the Year 1680, in the Twenty Seventh Ye 
of his Age, will give the Reader a View ing 
of his happy Progreſs in Piety; and one 
Bravely he encountred. the Difficulties he cor 
with, from the World and — Da. 

| iſten 
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© Grace, it had a ſaving Effect upon my Soul: 
© But in all other times, the Natural Effect 
© it has been, to make me Intermit my Devil 
tions, and Diſturb my Pious Thoughts; u 
make me Uneaſy and Diſcontented with mi 
© Condition, and Impatient after Chang 
© But in other Afflictions, while the Health of 
Body remains Entire, the Heart is Humble 
© our Devotions are Quickned, and we Fall 
© and Pray to good purpoſe, till our Soul i 
brought over to Thee, and confirm'd in th 
Ways. If I now faſt, it is not only all th 
© time in Pain, but ends in more, by Encreaſinlf 
my Diſtemper, and Indiſpoſing my Mind fol 
* the Exerciſes of Religion; the conſtant Prof 
© tice of which alone maintains the Life of 
* my Soul. And yet Thou chooſeſt thus 
Afflict me ſtill! However Lord, I will Fal 
* and O! that I may never omit to Pray. Al 
* do Thou, O Lord, Fortify my Soul I 
© ſeech Thee, that in That 1 may ever Perk 
© vere: Let me conſider that the Life of ni 
© Soul is above the Health of my Body, hoy 
© ever | find it daily to Decay. 

Upon the whole, O my God, I am we 
of being Diſcontented and Murmuring : 
gainſt Thee. I humbly confeſs, that 1 hay 
found in the Depth of my Heart, that i 
Prayers to Thee, for making me Contents 
* with my Condition, have had too often til 
meaning, that Thou ſhould*ſt make my Col 
dition ſach as I might (vouchſafe to) be col 
© tented with; and that when I have reſol!l 
to ſubmit my ſelf to Thee, and be content: 
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it has been with a proſpect, or ſecret hopes, 
after ſuch a Condition; and that therefore, 
when Thou haſt diſapointed theſe wilful and 
groundleſs Hopes, I have reſum'd my former 
Imparience : This, Lord, upon a Serious Re- 
vie, has been too often the Senſe of my 
Heart. But behold, I am truly Diſpleas'd at 
ny Self, and both Weary and Aſham'd of 
my Impatience; and therefore do deſire 
moſt humbly to Return unto Thee, and with 
Thee, to Condemn my Self. Thou haſt 
vouchſafed often, to enlighten and quiet my 
soul, who have not deſerved that favour 
from Thee: And this one Conſideration 
ſhall ſatisfie me, as it has done, that Thou 
only know'ſt the time of my Life here, and 
how to make a ſuitable Proviſion for that 
time. Yer, O Lord, I groan under the Bur- 
den of an Aking Fleſh, and many (tho' not 
Extream, which is thy Mercy) never inter- 
mftting Pains. My Sins indeed deſerve this, 
and more: But might I chooſe for the good 
of my Soul, as I ſaid, (which I know thou 
doſt favour, ) I ſhou'd with Submiſſion to thy 
Wiſdom, deſire ſome other kind of Chaſtiſe- 
ment and take leave to wonder at thy Diſpen- 
{ation to me. But lam abundantly ſatisfy'd, 
and aſlur'd in my ſelf, from thy immenſe 
Wiſdom and exceeding Love, to which I 
heartily and cheerfully reſign up my ſelf, 
That even this is beſt for my Soul, however 
unlikely it ſeems ro me. Thy Wiſdom is 
above my Shallow Comprehenſion, and there- 
tore to Thee I Sacrifice theſe Glimmering 
GC 2 Sparks 
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= Sparks of my faint Reaſon, and ſhall rep 
* my Self upon Thy mighty Love. | 


Another time Reflecting upon the Sin 
which had been the Effects of his Sickneſs au 
Affliction, he endeavours to quiet his Mind 
by propofi ing to it the more dangerous Sin 1 


which generally attend Proſperity and Health 


© Yo!t ſee, O my Soul, ( /ays he) what Sins Sick 1 
© neſs and Affliction lead yon to, (which in 


© deed are Il], and the Lord in Mercy gran 


© me Pardon for them,) but you do not ſee tiff 
© how much greater, Health and Plenty, Frei 


© dom and Applauſe, Honour and the goo 


* pollible for thee, to have a proſpect of theſt 


a but from the wickedneſs of thy Heart, tha; 


* may'ſt gueſs what woy'd have become 
© thee, had he dealt witf-thee with a mot 
c bountiful Hand, and as he does with ſome 


* thers: The Child that dare Sin even und 
© the Rod, what wou'd it have done in ug 


© midſt of Smiles? 


O Let the conſideration of thoſe Sin | 


© from which the goodneſs of God has kep 


: ' Thee, make thee heartily contented with thi 


* way that he hath taken with thee 3 and ei 


ceed ing joyful with that Condition, whid 


< hath been a means to thee of avoiding ar 
one Sin. It is a Curſed Deluſion of ti 
© Devil, who plunges Souls in Sin, that ha 
begun only to Tamper with it; and dra 
© them wholly away from God, who ha 
wantoniy turn'd a little out of the right Pat 


ö 


Bc. 


things of this World, wou'd have brougif 
© you, had God vouchſafed them. It is d 


ey fl co TJ ©6505 , y th oa TL. os A. 
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by making them believe That now their 
hand is in they may go on: that ſince they 


have begun a Score, it will not much encreaſe 


their Guilt, to gratify themſelves in the next 


Enjoyments: The Sum of their Guilt will 
be much the ſame, if having gone ſo far, they 
take t'other Satisfaction in alſo; the ſame 
Repentance will ſerve to account for both, 


and the ſame Humiliation to wipe out all, 


and this Temptation ſeldom fails to carry 


ti eſpecially when there is a ſtrong Party 


within, and a prediſpoſition in our Minds 


by former Commiſſions. But O my Soul, let 


me know that it is Infinite matter of Rejoycing, 


to be ſav'd from one Sin; that we who bear 
vpon God's Patience by our Commiſſions, 
ſhou'd rather than diſpleaſe him, ſuffer any 
thing, to avoid orf Evil. The contrary is 
the Language of a Heart alineated from God, 
and that has forgot the Sweets of his Fa- 
vour : beſides the conſequence is more fatal, 
and ſeldom terminates in one Sin; but en- 
creaſing the Enmity of our Will towards 
God, diſpoſes us afterwards to commit the 
ſame, and other Sins, maliciovſly, and in a 
kind of Defiance to him, which before we 
did out of Weakneſs and Childiſh Infirmity. 
For the Firſt Sins which are. commitred by 
a Child of God, are Innocent, in reſpect of 
the additional Repetitions, which are com- 
mitted on preſumption of God's reconcilea- 
bleneſs, and hopes of Repentance : For this 
does Two Things; It habituates the Perſon 
to the Sin, and makes him mare powerfully 

: GC 3 di- 
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as I unfeignedly deſire to pour it out befor 


PF 


becomes Angry with God, who ſtands inthe 


for this Man (and this God) who brought 1 
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diſpos'd to it, by a bodily and mental H 
bit and Inclination : And it raiſes in hi 
Mind a Senſe of greater Guilt, and by con: 
ſequence of God's Diſpleaſure; The effect 
of which is, that he contracts an Enmirty toi 
God ; for being habituated and inclin'd u 
his Sin, and knowing on the other ſide, tha 
God is diſpleas'd with him for it, he likewikf 


8 * 7 * 8 
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way of his Enjoyment and Gratifying hin 
ſelf; and this breeds Enmity to God, which 
is the conſtant Affection of a Sinner, as Lov 
is of a Saint, and nothing more hardens our 
Heart from returning to God, or concluda 
us in a ſtate of Sin, than this does; becauk 
it makes us Sin maliciouſly, the Breach 1 
made wide, and Reconciliation not eaſy 
and in the mean time Habits grow Power 
ful, and they carry away the Soul that is th 
Eſtrang d from God, with the ſame eaſe, tha 
a Wolf devours a Solitary Sheep that is gon 
aſtray, and quite out of the ſight of its Shep 
herd. It is in the condition of the Iſraeliui 
when Moſes was ſo long in the Mount; 4 


a A a, na aA RA ao A aA © A aA © 


out of Egypt, we know not what is become 
them Op, let us make other Gods. 

© Hear, O Lord my God, the Humble Re: 
queſt of Thy Unworthy Servant, accordin| 


Thee; Let me have Grace to ſerve Thee; 
Let me be deliver'd from every Sin, andal 
occaſions of Falling; Let me have Grace i 
wait upon Thee with never cealinf 
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Diligence, in well-doing in humble, con- 
ſtant, and earneſt Prayer; Let me proceed 
in Holineſs, Exemplarineſs, and all Chriſti- 
an Graces; make me Inwardly Sound in re- 
ye ſpect of my ſelf, and Outwardly Influential 
do all I converſe with: that thy Grace may 
be in my Heart and on my Tongue, in my 
Looks and in my Eyes, and ſhine bright in 
all my Actions, | | 
SS < Teach me, O my God, the wiſdom of 
oF. Salvation, and let me underſtand Thy Will, 
© and way of proceeding in dealing with my 
soul. In all my Sufferings I find that this 
gives me eaſe, and makes me able quietly to 
* ſubmit, while Thou doſt tell my Soul, Jr 18 
© thy Will I ſhou'd thus Suffer ; For in ſubmit- 
ay ting to Thy Will, I hope to pleaſe Thee; 
er and in gaining Thy Favour, I gain more 
* than the World can make me loſe. Fare- 
© wel then all Projects and vain Contrivances ; 
© this is the Will of my God, This mult be 
© beſt for my Soul; Here I will ſtay, and 
© here will I ſubmir. ; 
The great Benefit of theſe ſevere Tryals, 
from Sickneſs and other Afflictions he expreſſes 
in the following Meditation, Compos'd ſoon 
after the Former. 
O Lord, Thou didſt bring the Wiſe Hea- 
* then to the knowledge of Thy Son, by 
* the: leading of a Star: How carly didſt 
Thou make them partakers of this great 
* Bleſſing ! whoſe Minds having duly improv'd 
* their Natural Light, Thou didit Form by 
* Thy Bleſſed Spirit to that degree of Saving 
G4 © oo 
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© Let the News come of the loſs of my Eſtate 
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© Humility, that they were not offended at the Ws: 
meanneſs of our Saviours Circumſtances 
Had not that exceeding great Joy, wherewithi 
they were Tranſported, when they ſaw the 
Star Conducting them to the place when 
our Saviour lay, buried all Carnal Aﬀection 
in them, the Pride of their Heart wound 
have made them have flung back, as Naanall 
did from Eliſha, ſaying, ſurely we thought 
to have found ſome great Prince richly At-. 
tended, and in deſpight of the Heavenly 
Signal, counted all but a Deluſion, and hav 
refus'd to have ſubmitted their reaſon to' ſo 
great Abſurdities: But Thou, O Lord, did 
not only enlighten their Eyes, but touch 
their Hearts, and inflame their Spirits with 
Heavenly affections, ſo that when they fay 
the tar, they rejoyced with exceeding great Ji), 
Thou, O Lord, haſt thought fit to Afflid 
me in divers manners; in Mercy I Truſt fot 
the good of my Soul, that thou may ſt not 
Conder.n me m th the World: But, O Gract- 
cious Lord, while I find my Soul moved 
to Thee by ſuch Chaſtiſements, while I find 
each of them to have its natural and due E. 
fect upon my Spirit, while 1 find my Soul 
humbled by Reproaches, my Mind draw! 
off the World, and refign'd to Thee with 
humble and contented dependance at Loſſes; 
while it is thus with me upon each Occaſion; 
Let Men contemn and ſpeak evil of me; 


© or other Calamity, I ſhall Rejoyce, O m 
od, with exceeding great Joy; becauſe i 


a? 


James Bonnell Eſq; 


einge me to the Haven were I would be, and to 
bar temper of Mind, which is more preci- 

Wous than all things upon Earth. Indeed 
while afflictions have not this due Effect they 
re like wandering Fires, that lead my Soul 
much the more Aſtray ; but when they 
vc, they are like this Bleſſed Star that Con- 
ucts me to my Saviour; whom when I 
Wind warming my Soul with heavenly Aﬀe- 
ions, I cannot but Rejoice with exceeding 
reat Joy; with Joy, to find my Lord, while 
loſe the World; with Joy to find my hea- 
eenly Phyſick work kindly on my Soul; 
Ind an Eternal Health ſpringing up in it. 
my God, ſo guide me, ſo conduct me, ſo 
repare my Soul, and temper my Mind, 
hat I may chearfully follow the Motions of 
hy Bleſſed Providence, and yield my ſelf 

the mighty Workmanſhip of thy Eternal 

pirit. i FEBL4D 

here is another thing which I ſhall here 
„notice of, concerning Mr. Bonnell's early 
| happy progreſs in Piety; which is, that 
oth at Cambridge, and Mr. Frecman's he was 
dnſtzant Communicanr, ſo his ſelf Examina- 
us for the Sacrament were ſtrict and ſevere. 
began very early a moſt uſeful Practice, 
ch he continued during his whole Life, 
that was, upon every Return of the Holy 
ament, to put down in Writing thoſe 

oghts which at that time moſt Affected 
ſtate Entertained his Mind. I have a good 
) my ber of Sacramental Meditations, compos'd 
e i hum, betwixt the Twenty Firſt and Twen- 
—_— fy 
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The Exemplary LIE F of 
ty Seventh Years of his Age: A Time of Lig 
too commonly given up to Senſuality and . 
nity. But here we ſee a Young Man inſtall 
of Indulging himſelf in Folly and Pleaſuſ 
Bemoaning and Confeſſing his Sins, earneli 
Praying for Grace to reſiſt every Temptaif 
on, and taking more Pains to fit his Soul 
appearing at the Lord's Table, than other 
that Age uſually do to Cloath and Ado 
their Bodys. The following Confeſſiona 
Prayer, Written on Whitſon Eve, in the Tu 
ty Sixth Year of his Age, will ſufficiently a 
firm what I ſay. | 

O my God, I know I am unworthy, au 
believe I am much more; I ſee my Sin 
© be very great, but when thou ſhalt 9 
© mine Eyes, (as I humbly entreat thee) lk 
* fee them much greater. I who had und 
taken the higheſt Degree of Holineſs fin 
© ſelf not only to have come ſhort of 
* Righteouſneſs, but to have run too mud 
© other way. Tis true thy Merciful Pn 
* dence ſtill raiſes me up, and ſets me ii 
way of Returning to thy Favour, nere 
© leſs my Sins ceaſe not to be ſuch, nor coll 
* on tooverſpread my Soul. Tis toon 


that I, whom thou haſt Fed with thy! 
© ſhould do ſo: But too too much tb 


© ſhould again preſent my ſelf before Th 
have that Honour repeated upon me, 4 
with all my Load of Sin, to receive 
© Aſſurances of being made for ever h 
* with thee. My Soul flyes back from 
Honour in the ſenſe of my great 4 


James Bonnell Eſq; 


LS: hineſs ; but while methinks T hear Thee cry 

Wo it, as thou didſt to Peter, If I wafh thee not 
hou haſt no part in me, I dare not refuſe: 
reſolve then to force my ſelf into thy Pre- 

eace with all my Bluſhes and my Guilt, 
owing if Thou doſt not Feed me I have 
Wo part in Thee: But Lord, I muſt come in a 

Dreſs fitting my Condition; not in a Gaw- 
ly Wedding Robe, ſuch as thy Happy Chil- 
dren Triumph in, but in a Mourning Veil, 
ach as becomes one who is Widow'd: of his 


y ſelf, with this will I hide my Guilty 
au ]uſhes while I wait upon Thy ſolemnity. 
will creep behind Thee my Saviour, and 
nd out thy Feet to waſh with my Tears; 
nd if I muſt needs partake of thy Feaſt, it 
hall be only ſuch Crumbs as fall from thy 
Table. I will not preſume to reach my 
and to the Royal Meſs, nor ſerve my ſelf 
ith the Glorious Aſſurances of being uni- 
ed to Thee for ever, who am ſuch ſinful 
Duſt and Aſhes: But for this time it ſhall 
e enough and too much for me to find that 
hou wilt be graciouſly ready to accept. of 
e upon my Repentance and Amendment, 
voiding all Sin, and that there is a way 0- 
en through the Wounds of my Saviour for 


rt Privy to this whole Diſcourſe, and Judg- 
ſt the ſenſe of my Heart with which it is 
poken; O Gracioufly pardon what thou 
eſt amiſs in it, more than I can diſcern, 
nd according to the appearing Integrity of 


., 
- 


nnocence. Under this will I ſhrowd my 


y Admiſſion to thy Mercy. Lord, Thou 
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ſerve thoſe who are thus Devoted to 1 


-* tition now ſhou'd acquit me from wall 


The Exemplary LIF Ef 
it, to the utmoſt of what I my ſelf can judy 
be Intreated by me, thy poor ſervant, will 
ſhew good unto me, and to ſtrengthalli 
me in thy Ways, according as I (unfeig 
© edly) deſire to walk in them. f 

* Lord, if ſuch a wretch as I might h 
© leave to Expoſtulate with Thee, if Duſt al 
© Aſhes might have leave to ſpeak to thy M 
jeſty, and a Sinner to Argue with his Golf 
ſince ſuch Deſires to ſerve Thee are agree 
ble to thy Will, and pleaſing in thy fig 
© and ſince thou art of Power ſufficient top 


a „ 


A 
yy hp pA — 


height of their Deſires. Why may not i 
humble Prayers now be heard, that Ini 
© be ſo ſtrengthen'd with thy Grace fromt 
Moment, that I may proceed and go i 
ward in all well doing, from Grace to Gra 
* perfecting Holineſs in thy Fear, and hi 
never more Guilty of any wilful Sin agil 
© Thee my God! But thus have I humbly 
* treated of thy Majeſty before, and withi 
© like ſeeming ſincerity, to my own ſenſe 


I now do, yet haſt thou thought fit to or 


me ſometimes fall: Looking forward, I 
* ſtill that my Life Depends on thy Favat 
* and that I muſt Periſn without thy Din 
* upholding. What can I do more, thantl 
* humbly to entreat thy Majeſty, what a 
do more than to Fly to Thee, who I 
© haſt the Cuſtody of all my Ways? 'Tist 
lam not to expect that any one Prayer [hl 
* laſt me for my whole Life, or that this ot 


6 y 
| 


James Bonnell Eſq; 
Nopon Thee each Day for the ſame thing in 
due Form: But canſt thou refuſe any one 
WP raycr that is faithfully poured forth before 
Thc in the Name of thy Dear Son for a 
WT bing agreeable to thy Will? Hear then 
cis my humble Requeſt, O Lord my God, 
ceording as | unfeignedly Deſire to pour it 
Worth before Thee: Let me have Grace to 
Werve Thee; Let me be Delivered from all 
Win and occaſions of falling; Let me have 
race to wait upon Thee with never cea- 
ing Diligence in well-doing, with humble 
onſtant and earneſt Prayer: Let me pro- 
eed in Holineſs, Exemplarineſs, and all 
hriſtian Graces; make me both Inwardly 
ound in reſpect of my ſelf, and outwardly 
nfluential to all I converſe with; that thy 
race may be in my Heart, and on my 
ongue, in my Looks, and in my Eyes, and 
ine bright in all my Actions. Deliver 


f Falling, and may it pleaſe Thee, for je- 


it may not go to ſeek out for it ſelf op- 
dortunities of Sinning, that it may be eſta- 


may be preſerv'd ever more in perfect la- 
egrity and Honeſty of Heart before Thee 
y God. This is it which I humbly beg, 
nd if I want Faith, it is becauſe 1 know 
y felf pnworthy to receive: But my hum- 
le requeſt being agreeable to thy Heaven- 
y Will, I am bold ro Aſſure my Soul, I ſhall 
ot go wholly without an Anſwer. Nw 
| | a 


ie from Temprations and offer'd Occaſions 


us fake, to eſtabliſh my Soul in ſuch Truth, 


liſhed in thy Fear and thy Love, and that 


29 
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| _ Others for his Uſe. This 1s an Office of my 
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30 The Exemplary LIFE of 
comes for Ire- In the Year 1684, Mr. Bonnell leaving | 
land and en- Freeman in France, came directly from then 
ters upin bis into Ireland, and took his Employment of- 
Office of Ae. comptant General into his own hands, vH 
comptant Ce had been ſince his Fathers Death, manag' di 


Buſineſs, and great Truſt; In the diſchan 
of which, he was ſo remarkably Diligent a 
Faithful, ſo Dexterous in Diſpatch, and 
ready to oblige, that he ſoon equally gail 
the Eſteem of the Government, and the Lo 
of all who were concern'd with him. | 
Ts deſirous to But as Religion ever had the princiq 
quit all Secu-ſway in his Aﬀections, ſo a mighty zeal k 
lar Employ» that, a contempt of this World, and a Mi 
ments. rais d above its periſhing concerns, had bets 
this time given him ſtrong deſires of qu 
ting all Secular Employments, and dedicati 
himſelf. entirely ro the ſervice of God; 
cou'd be no Worldly conſideration wh 
Tuggeſted that thought to him; for the Taj 
poral Advantages of his Office, were greal 
than what he cou'd have expected in a l 
time, from any Eccleſiaſtical Preferment; 4 
his Station was beſides, of ſufficient Digi 
and Credit. But in things relating to G 
ho conferr'd not with Fleſh and Blood; and 
thing hindred him from actually entring 
Holy Orders, but the conſideration that his 
ployment was a great Truſt, and that he 
render an Account to God, not only for! 
Diſcharge of it, but for the Hands into ui 
he ſhou'd put it: A Man of knowledge ere 
ſufficient skill, but chiefiy who had eſtabli 


James Bonnell Eſq; 31 
hara ter of Piety and unſhaken Virtue, was 
at he wanted. And ſuch an one in the 
er 1688, he thought he had found; and 
WJ actually agreed with him about it, being 
t a little rejoic'd with the hopes of being 
pn freed from noiſe, and hurry, and world- 
Buſineſs; and having nothing to do, but take 
e of his own Soul, and do good to the Souls 
Others. But the News of the late Revo- 
jon chang'd that Gentleman's Thoughts 
broke Mr. Bonnell's Meaſures 
is deſires of entring into the Miniſtry, 4» Enemy to 
re of a very early Date; for I find that ſe- Soliciting for 
al Attempts were made by his Friends, du- Preferment. 
g his Reſidence in England, to procure him 
ne ſettlement in the Church there; ſome of 
ich might have ſucceeded, had he ſeconded 
Friends Zeal. by any Endeavours of his 
n: But that he was ſo far from doing, 
t he reckon'd it a great unhappineſs to the 
urch, that Intereſt and Application had a- 
ſhare in the diſpoſal of Spiritual Things. 
d when his Friend, Mr. Freeman, out of a 
ſe of Mr. Bonnell's great Merit, and the Ser- 
es he had done him, deſign'd to have pur- 
sd the Advowſon of a Benefice, that he 
ght preſent Mr. Bonnell to it; he himſelf 
the only Perſon that oppos'd it, and fo 
appoinred the kind Intentions of his Friend. 
nd tis probable that ſome Endeavours of his 
ends,for his Advantage, occaſion'd the fol- 
ing Meditation, Written in the Vear 1 680, 
erein we will ſee what were his ſentiments 
oliciting for Employments in the Church ; 
| an 
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The Exemplary LIF E of 
and what Motives he propoſes to himſelf, 


he ſhou'd in all thoſe Affairs, chearfully ſub 
mit to the Will of God, and acquieſce in tj 


Wiſdom. 


© I have often thought it (ſays he) a pre 
© misfortune of ſome Men, whoſe conditig 
* engages them in ſoliciting for Prefermeq 
© and Places, which they often miſs; anda 
8 unhappy elfect of ſome Employments, par 
© ticularly in Divinity. And I can't but 
© ty ſuch Men whoſe Employments almoſt u 
«© ceſlarily engage them in ſuch conflicts, 
* ſeem very uneaſy to Fleſn and Blood, and vi 
apt to ſhock a Chriſtian Temper ; Fort 
* wbat is one carried more violently, than 
* grudge and hate a Rival or Competito 
* To ſpeak Evil of him when occaſion is offer 
and envy him if he ſucceeds? And what | 
* louſies, what Animoſities, what Heart-Bun 
* 1ngs, are commonly the effect of ſuch I 


bates; are naturally apt (without mit 


5 ſtruggling with ones ſelf) to be produn 
* by them? Yet this, O my Soul, will! 
made eaſy to Thee, if Thou doſt all mi 


relation to God. If Thou counteſt it li 


. only Buſineſs in this World, to ſerve G0 
and conſidereſt, that no ſervice can be pl 
* ſing to him, that is not ſubmiſſive ; Fol 
© ] ſerve God but as 1 will my ſelf, I can't 
© poſe it will be acceptable to him: Wit 
* fore I will deſire no Place, Preferment, 
, Employment to pleaſe my ſelf (eſpeci 
© In the Church, but indeed no wheres 
© but to ſerve God. If therefore I fait of 
(0 


b 
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thing of this nature, for me to be diſſatisfied, 
or envious, or angry, or the like, is as if 1 
ſhou'd proffer my ſervice to a Maſter, with 
great profeſſions of Humility and Reſpect, 
to do ſucha piece of work, which he thinks 
fit to ſet another Servant abour, and I im- 
mediately fly out into the moſt unmannerly, 
and undutiful Expreſſions, both againſt one 
and the other. I can't ſay that God whol- 
ly caſts me out of his Service, for where ever 
Iam in this World, I am in it: all I wait 
for, is, a change of Duties; and if God 
thinks not fit to employ me in that way, if 


profeſs, I ought to be far from being diſ- 
| pleas'd. | 

Fancy, O my Soul, that thou heareſt thy 
od thus ſpeaking to thee: My Son, *tis 
but a little time you will ſtay in this World, 
10 matter how you are Employ'd, ſo you 


barge is, the greater Duty, and the greater 
Account will be expected: Since by all your 


vill do that more, by labouring according 
o my Will, where I ſet you, than where 
you ſeek to place your ſelf. It will not be 
ong before I ſhall take you tomy ſelf; in 
he mean time, the higheſt thing you can do 
o procure my Favour, is to do your Duty 
here my Providence ſhall place you. And 
f other things fail which you deſire, oraim 
at, Count that I think not fit to remove you, 
and let it ſatisfy you becauſe it pleaſeth _ 
D 


— 


indeed I principally deſire to ſerve him, as 


do it faithfully and well: The greater the 


Labour, you ſtrive only to pleaſe me, you 
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of the Souls of Men, and what a conſtant 


0 
C 
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The Exemplary LIFE of 
© Ah Lord! perfect this Important Leſſon 
© my Heart, which I am beginning to le 
© and Thou to Teach me; and change 
© more and more by the Power of thy Gu 
till I at laſt betransform'd into the heat 
ly likeneſs of Thy Dear Son, Amen. 

The following Meditation written when 
Thovghts were more particularly fix'd up 
the Miniſtry, ſhews what were his Tentime 
of that ſacred Calling, and how neceſlar 
Judeg'd a ſincere Intention to promote Gt 
Glory and the good of Souls, to render 
qualified for it, and uſeful in it. Here wen 
ſee what Awful Thonghts that good Man! 
of that Great and Difficult Work, taking 


— © pup u — © 29 ep 
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all who Deſign to be, or are engag'd in 
ſervice, ought to have to God in the Diſchi 
of it, and how Watchful they ſhould | 
gainſt the Aſſaults of worldly Intereſt and| 
nity. 4 
* If we Deſign, ſays he, any work forl 
good of Souls, we muſt take care that i 
undertaken by Gods permiſſion and ei 
ragement ; for we are not always Con 
tent Judges of what is proper to this! 
in particular Caſes: Many things may 
© to our ſhallow Reafons to have a plaul 
* tendency towards it, which God may 
© Judge fitting: The Temple had got 0 
* ſo fitting for God or his Churches Servi 
© Built by David's Hands. Therefore i 
* fit we ſhould take his Advice and Dire 


* 


— — 


Ce 
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(of his Word and Providence,) in his own 
Work, as to laying the Deſign, 
Next in the carrying it on, we muſt from 
time to time, lay the Plummet to the Work, 
and ſee that it ſquares with a Right Inten- 
tion for God's Glory ; that every Word be 
Impregnated with a Divine Spirit, and pure 
zeal for the ſervice of Souls For how can 
that be likely to do good to Souls, which is 
only intended to ſhew our Parts, or get our 
ſelves Eſteem? Our own Buſineſs indeed 
may be done by the by, in purſuing of God's, 
but God's Buſineſs will not be done by the 
by, in purſuing our own. All Humane Af- 
fections are unhallow'd in reſpe& of God's 
Work, and pollute it by being mixt with 
it. They are the Dead flyes which corrupt 
this precious Perfume of the Sanctuary, and 
cauſe it to ſend forth an unpleaſing Savour to 
God. See that thou do all things according to 
the Pattern ſhew'd thee in the Mount, ſaid God 
to Moſes when he was about his Sanctuary: 


God's Work, his Will and Direction. In 
that we are not allow'd to pleaſe our ſelves 
or tollow our own Fancy and Invention. 
How can any thing that we do of our ſelves 
be able to Benefit Souls? Alas it is as much 
beyond our Power to benefit them, as it is to 
redeem them, ſo we muſt let that alone for 
ever, unleſs the Strength of God goes along 
with our Weakneſs, One is the peculiar 
Work of God the Son, the other of God the 
Spirit. Unleſs our Words flow from his In- 

" 20 - ltinct, 


We muſt look up to our Pattern, in doing 
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J ſtinct, they are like to have but a Dead for 


& 


upon Souls. 
* It is with the Children of our Brains, ag 


our Bodies; if they are not ſanctify'd int 


Womb, they rarely come ſanctify'd into 
World. If we cannot ſay, Lord, let. 
have no Children, rather than that th 
ſhould not be thine, we have little gro 
to aſſure our ſelves, that they will be h 
Thus it is with the Iſſue of our Minds. 
they are Conceiv'd in the Spirit, God 
bring them home to the Souls which hel 
Loved; there they will find the ſame) 
Tit making way for them and cloſing 
with them, as Tally anſwers to Tally, 
they ſhall effect the deſired Good. 

hut if it be ſaid does not David d 
plain, I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs, and in 
hath my Mother Conceived me? Wit 
then can there be ſuch a Holineſs of C 
ception, if even ſo Holy a Perſon as D 
had It not in his? It is true, the moſt Pi 
Parents have Humane frailties, and not 
is perfect on Earth, Who can (ay, he h 
made himſelf clean? Who can fay bis 
tention is ſo clear that the Eye of Godd 
diſcern no ſpot in it? But this is not exp 
ed by God from us, who knows wheredf 
are made. In this caſe he accepts the 
fire of perfect ſincerity, for perfect ſino 
it ſelf, ' Humane nature is not free It 
mixture; But if this mixture be not ſo g 
as to darken the whole, and change the Col 


or Property of it, that! is, that the gain 
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ent ſhou'd be for God's Service and Glory, 
e graciouſly overlooks it, and accepts it for 
eerfect, more or leſs, according to the De- 
rees of this mixture. There will be ſome 
Wictle ſallies of ſelf Complacency, ſome little 
Wy Thoughts creeping in to glean among 


t od's ſheaves, but if they be curb'd as ſoon 
roy Diſcover'd, and the Intention again ſet 
de Wight, the Work goes on orderly, and God 
ds. ccepts and approves it. | 

do conclude upon the whole. Can I 
he biak that any thing I do, will be able to do 


ind will he Bleſs any thing that is not done 
holly in his Fear, with an Eye continually 
poking up to him for his Guidance and Di- 


1 olection ? Alas! How unhandy Creatures are 
iu e in God's Work, how apt to warp aſide 
VA worldly or ſelf Ends? It is not every for- 
f cardneſs of our own to go on with his work, 
D hich we are to Eſteem a call from him: 
ſt M be more forward we are many times, the 
notre af ſelf Ends there is ſecretly lurking 
he the Bottom of our Hearts: But if 1 find 


y ſelf at any time filled with a ſincere 
eal for God's Glory, and Pious Affecti- 
ns. towards him, I may then go on with his 

ork, he calls me to it: But if 4 find at 
ny time the Eſteem of Men, and the Plea. 


ee M conſiderable Reliſh or Guſt in my Mind, 
fo nd by conſequence my Heart not fo tender- 
e CONV Aﬀetted towards God (as it will neceſſa- 
main i follow) then let me not offer to put 


23 - my 


Wood to Souls, unleſs God give it his Bleſſing? 


re or good things of this World to have 
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my Hand to his Work, I ſhall pollute | 
And ſo if my Bodily Temper unfits me, uf 
God gives me other Work to do, accord; 
tomy Duty in my Station, then he calls nil 
of from his Work by his Providence, andi 
© muſt meekly ſubmit to it, till he thinks 


© togive me leave to take it up again. 


* thinks fit to put this Remora to it, this n 
in my way, and knows well why; And 
< I reſt ſatisfy'd in it) ſhall have the Pleafm 


| © and Glory another day, of knowing d 


« reaſon too. | 

And even in the midſt of all our Confi 
ons and Dangers in this Kingdom in the Ye 
1689 Mr. Bennell's Deſires of being Emplo 
in the Immediate Service of God continu'dt 
ſame as the following Prayer on his Bin 
Day, November the 14th 1689 will ſufficie 
ly ſhew. 

* Thou haſt granted me, O my Father, 


be Born on that Day, in which thoſe Wor 


of thy Dear Son are appointed for the Leſl 
* I came down from Heaven, not to do my 
Vill, but the Will of him that ſent mes I 
Thou didſt deſign me this in common w 
© him, to be ſent into the World in ſome hi 
* for thy Work, and on thy Errand: O 

© 1 may perform it in ſome meaſure with ti 
Delight and Faithfulneſs which he did. 

Guide my way to it and aſliſt me in it: | 
let the Buſineſs I have ſo much long'di 
© the ſervice of Souls, be the Work off 
Life and Joy of my Mind. Amen. © 


4 [ur 
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During the late King James's Reign, Mr. His Behavi- 


: : mel! diſcharg'd his Office himſelf : And tho? our in King 
din W was one, whom the Party that then rul'd, James 5Reig4e 
« ud never hope to bring into their Intereſts; 


t ſo fully were they convinc'd of his Abili- 
s and Faithfulneſs, that they never thought 
removing him from his Employment: For 
ch an openneſs and Sincerity ſhin'd in all 
s Actions, ſuch unſhaken Fidelity was his 
le and Guide, ſo known an Enemy was he 
Faction and Intrigue; that he was not on- 
free from Blame, but even Suſpicion ; and 


{lc Enemies of his Religion Reverenc'd his 
vel (on. Fn. 

of He wanted not his ſhare of thoſe Appre- 

bat ans, which the ſtate of theſe Kingdoms 


nd of Ireland in particular) rais'd in the 
inds of all true Proteſtants; He ſaw the 
louds gathering, and expected and prepar'd 


her, WWF" a Storm: But the Effects which theſe 

Woll reatning Dangers had upon him, were dif- 

Lell rent from Ghar they produc'd in the genera- | 

. a of Men. For, inſtead of being diſmay'd | 
the proſpect of them, inſtead of ſinking un- 

n er a load of Fears, and deſpairing of Delive- | 

ne", he conſider'd the true end and great 


nefit of Judgments ; and what need moſt 


ich ("1 hes have, of being awaken'd by Corre- 
id, ons, who are too apt to be corrupted by 
t 1 roſperity, and JulPd a ſleep by a long courſe | 


f Peace and Safety. Therefore Writing to 
s Friend Mr. Srrype, in the Year 1686, he 
xpreſſes himſelf: thus. The Army is alrea- 
dy chang'd, and God knows what an Effect 
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The Exemplary L 1 FE of 
an Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion might prody 
© in the Church. I find our Church-men 
< pe& it. Our Civil Officers depend onth 
* King's Pleaſure; among the reſt, my ſelf. 


© hope there is a happy time coming, of ve 
© ing the Church of England,; and had rathe th 
© if it pleaſe God, bear my ſhare in Sufe WW N 
© ing, than that any ſcandalous Perſons, ſnoii T 


© make it part of their Character, to be of; 
© Church ſo truly reſembling the Primitig 
if it might be made happy with a quickeniui 
© Diſcipline. i 
All that Reign, his Thoughts were ven 
much employ'd, in arming himſelf again 
thoſe Dangers which ke ſaw approaching, anllif 
preparing for the ſevereſt Tryals. His Pri 
vate Papers are full of excellent Prayers au 
Meditations, proper for a Devout Chriſtianit 
times of Difficulty and Diſtreſs. And he ſeem 
to have then labour d more, than at any tim 
of his Life before, to diſengage his Affection 
entirely from this World, and bring his Min 
to ſuch an Indifferency to it, that he might nd 
be at all ſolicitous about his Fate here, but fi 
be ready and willing to remove upon the fig 
Summons. It was then his daily work to for 
tiſy his Soul, with a noble Faith in God, 
with true Chriſtian Courage and Bravery, and 
the firmeſt reſolutions of Sacrificing All, evel 
Life it ſelf, to God and his Duty, ſhou'd he b 
And that he was thus employ'd, the Two 


following Meditations (among many others t. 
of the ſame kind, which might be here loſer 


19 
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) Compos'd in the Year 1687, will ſuffici- 
atly ſhew. h 
« The Wicked (ſays he) flies when no Man pure 
ſutth, but the Righteous is bold as a Lion. 
Grace reforms and changes Nature: It makes 
the Proud Man Humble; The Furious Man 


Temperate and Mortified : But can it alſo 
make a Coward Valiant ? This ſeems to 
be ſo deeply rooted in our. bodily Frame, 
that without molding us a new, it cannot ad- 
mit of any alteration. And on the other 
hand, Men that are naturally Stout, tho? 


How then ſhall we underſtand this ſentence 
of the Wiſeman ? Either we muſt conceive 
it of Wicked and Righteous Men, who have 
naturally equal Degrees of Courage; and 
then in Caſe of Terror, ſee who is the Bra- 
veſt Man: Or elſe we muſt take it in caſe 
of Publick Calamities when God viſits; then 
he Wicked tremble as a Leaf, but the Righ- 


in a good Man; for why fhou'd He fear, 
who has the Lord of Hoſts for his Shield, 
and moſt ſure Protector? His Heart ſtand- 
th faſt and believeth in the Lord; his Heart 
ps eftabliſhd and will not ſhrink 5 he is not a- 
raid of any evil Tidings; nor of any Terror or 
Amazement. Tho the Earth be mov'd, and 
tho the Hills be carried into the midſt of the 
ea, yet will he not fear. Theſe are the Cha- 
racters of the good Man. Faith that re- 


» 


I Meck and Patient; The Luxurious Man 


never ſo Vicious, ſtill retain their Courage, 


teous is bold as a Lion. Fear is a great Sin 


moves Mountains, works this change alſo 
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© and makes Women and Children out- braun 
© Death and Tyrants in their cruelleſt Forny 

© It is only want of Faith, of believing in thi 
* Lord, that makes good Men fear. - Pet 
© who had ventur'd out, where never Ma 
© went before, when he ſaw the Waves ark 
© was afraid. Our Saviour gives the reaſo 
© O Thou of little Faith, Wherefore didft Thu 
© Doubt? U believe that except the Lord key 
© the Houſe, the Watch- man waketh but i 
© vain; I believe that God is my keeper i 
* the way of my lawful Calling, and abode: 
© [f I Fear, Ieither do not believe, or do 0 
© believe enough. If it be his will to gin 
me up to the violence of evil Men, where 
© fore ſhou'd I fear his Will? We fear on 
for ſomething we are fond of: The god 
© Man has given up all his earthly Concern 
© to God. If I am ſtill afraid for any 
* Theſe, and think this Fear, only an inne 
© cent and unavoidable Infirmity of my Ni 
© ture, I miſtake; for it is a certain proc 
that I am ſtill fond of what I pretend n 
have given up to God; It is a contradiQtia 
to my Profeſſion, and a manifeſt Sin. Bil 
© if (as I ſaid) it be the Will of God, to gi 
* me up to the violence of evil Men; my l 
* dy, my Goods, or my Life: why ſhoud 

be afraid of the Will of God, which is fil 
© of r and kind Intentions toward 
* me? If it be not his Will, 1 know all tif 
powers of Earth and Hell cannot hurt n 

Iwill lay me down therefore in Peace, all 
: take my reſt, for Thou, O Lord, only mak 
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br me dwell in ſafety. I will repoſe my ſelf 
orm under the ſhadow of thy Divine Pleaſure, 
in te and in it will 1 find a ſure retreat, tho? my 


Body and all my Earthly Concerns be given 
Mall op to violence. 1 

ariſe 3 

ein The other Meditation is as follows. 


| keep BN in time of Wealth and Proſperity God 
ut requires us to watch and be ſober ; to keep the 
World at a diſtance from our Affections; to 
live in it, but not to live to it; to be reaſon- 
auß ably pleas d with it, but not to dote on it. 
eu But there is a time, when he requires us to 
be utterly eſtrang'd from it; when the diſ- 
ro pute is not about enjoying it more or leſs, 
but about quitting it altogether. When we 
nceu are to have the loins of our Minds girt up, as 
n the J/raelites had their Bodies, the Night 
inbe they were to go out of Egypt; when weare 


y Va to be as indifferent to Life, or this World, 
p as they were to the Land they were leaving ; 
:nd 0 when we are to put our Lives into our 
= Hands and not love them to Death: And 
: ji 


this time is. when ſuch a caſe happens, as we 


0 fing find mention'd in the 13th of the Revelati- 
ny on,, when we have our choice to Worthip or 
10U : Die; no way to eſcape Death, but by a ſin- 
is fil 


ful compliance; when none but they whoſe 
Wa Names are Written in the Book of Life, and have 
Ears to hear, of all that dwell upon the Earth, 
Tt VE ſhall refuſe ro Worſhip the Beaſt, or his Image. 
5 ant When power is given to it, to fight ag ainſt the 
Saints, and to overcome them; then is the true 


* for 


for the Patience and Faith of the Saints, This 
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here, is not about reſiſting ſome little Temp 


© the Commandments of God, and ibe Faith 
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is a time when there is to be no parlyin 
with the World; it muſt not come into our 
thoughts; we muſt. either reſiſt bravely, aul 
ſave our Lives by loſing them, or Dye for 
ever. We may obſerve more ſevere, and 
lively expreſt Puniſhments, denonnc'd zi 
gainſt ſuch ſinful compliance, than again 
all the Immoralities and Sins reprov'd in ho- 
ly Writ. Thus Rev. 14. 9, 10, 11. Ff 
Man Worſhip the Beaſt and bis Image. the ſan 
ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of God,whigh 
i poured out without mixture, in the Cup of hi 
Indignation; and be ſhall be tormented wit 
Fire and Brimſtone, in the preſence of the Hi 
Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb: A 
the Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth up for eve 
and ever; and they have no reſt Day and Night: 
And the reaſon is, becauſe the Temptation 
greater to this, than any other Sin; and 
therefore it is ballanced with greater Ter- 
rors, to Arm us againſt it. The Diſpute 


tation, from which we might hope to reco- 
ver our ſelves again, and Repent; but about 
reſiſting a Sin, that can never be repentel 
of; about parting with Life and All at once 
or Falling tor ever. And on thę other hand, 
as the Terror is great; ſa God ſtands by, 
heartning his own Soldiers, and encouraę- 
ing them to quit the World reſolutely, and 
Die bravely. Verſ. 12, 13. Here is it 
Patience of the Saints, here are they that 5 
077 
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ſus. And I heard à Voice from Heaven ſay- 
ing unto me, Bleſſed are the Dead that Die in 
(or for) the Lord, even ſo ſaith the Spirit for 
they reſt from their Labours, and their Works 
ſhall folow them. And they ſing the Song of 
Moſes and the Song of the Lamb. Chap 15. 3. 
The-Triumphal Song after the overthrow of 
Pharoah, and the Lambs Triumphal Song 
after his Glorious Reſurrection when he 
ceas'd from his Labours, and all the Sons of 
God ſhouted for Joy. | 
By ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, Mr. Bonnell was 
Wcry well fitted for whatever cou'd befal him; 
nd he took the true way to make Dangers not 
dnly tolerable but eaſie, by flying to him for 
uccour, who can either give ſafety, or enable 
Is to bear trouble; can remove the Rod, or 
weeten its Pains. Nor was he leſs earneſt 
n his Prayers for the removal of thoſe Cala- 
nities he ſaw falling upon the Church, than 
Fareful to fit himſelf to bear his own ſhare of 
hem. And we have reaſon to Bleſs God 
hat he (among other Religious Perſons) was 
hen devoutly employ'd in fervent Addreſſes 
0 God for his Church and our Holy Religion; 
ince we may reaſonably believe that their 
P10us Interceſſions ſhorten'd our Troubles 
ind preſerv'd us under them. Such publick 
Bleſſings are the Devout and Religious, ſince 
o their Prayers even the Wicked owe their 
peace and ſafety. 

and how conſtant, how earneſt his Prayers 
n thoſe Days of Trouble were, the following 
editation will ſnew. * 


The Exemplary LIF E of 
© If it ſhou'd pleaſe God to let this Stor 
© blow over us which now hangs ſo black 
© turn his Judgments into a Bleſſing ; I ſho! 
© notbe capable of any Comfort from ſuch 
© happy Day, if I ſhou'd reflect that 1 hy 
© not perform'd my part in praying earne 
© lyto God for ſuch a Bleſſing. They on 
© that Sow in Tears, ſhall Reap in Joy: || 
© have no part in that holy Sowing, 1 ſi 
© look upon my ſelf to have no ſhare in thi 
© happy Harveſt. I ſhall be like the Sullens 
© maritan Lord, who wou'd not believe th 
© Prophets Word. I ſhall ſee the Plenty wil 
my Eye, but not be ſuffered to taſte of 
If Perſons join together for an Adventn 
and put in their Stocks; ſurely the Git 
© when it returns, ſhall be divided betwee 
© them, and a Stranger ſhall not intermel 
© with their Profit. Good People are 10 
© ſtirring up themſelves to join earneſtly to 
© ther in Prayer, for a removal of the Jud 
ments that threaten us; and ſurely if I ju 
© not with them with my humble Prayers 
© ſhall ſee a Bleſſing falling into their Boſom 
© I ſhall ſee it, and look ſad, and go aw 

© empty. 5 

Nis Behavi- And as Mr. Bonnell ſaw danger coming 
our upon the With a very compos'd Mind, ſo his Appreſe 
breaking out ſions did not grow greater at the near appro 
of the late of it. For I find in his Private Papers, ah 
Troubles. count of his Behaviour, when this Kingd0 
was univerſally Alarm'd at the report d 
Maſſacre, defign'd to have been Acted| vpe 
the Ninth of December 1688. Tha No 
| aſtonil 
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ſoniſh'd the Proteſtants every where, parti- 
olarly in Dublin, and great Multitudes fled in 
onfuſion to the Sea fide to eſcape, as they beſt 
ou'd, for England. What ſhare Mr. Bonne 
ad in theſe Fears, and how quickly he got 
he better of them; what now follows will 
eſt ſhew, writ that very Day of Terror and 


non danger might raiſe in the beſt reſolved 
ind, wou'd probably be ſtrongeſt. 


Thee, O Lord. Laſt Thurſday the Letter 
threatning a Maſlacre of all the Engliſh, on 
this Day came to Town; and People not 
receiving ſuch ſatisfaction from the Lord 
Deputy as they expected, began to think of 
England, and multitudes flock'd away. I went 
my ſelf to Rings-ena, thinking if there were 
any Alarm, I was nearer to take Shipping. 
| had the Duties of my Place upon me, and 
no leave to go: Therefore I wou'd not go, 
unleſs in caſe of Extremity, when no Duty 
cou'd be attended on. If I defired to fol- 
low the direction of God, and to watch 
and obſerve the guiding of his Providence 
in every leſſer Affair of my Life, ſurely I 
ſhow'd do it in the moſt important one, my 


relating to me to be his care, this no doubt 
is. Now the Index of his Will, is his Pro- 
vidence; and of his providence, is my Duty: 
This is the Star that points out to Me the 
Courſe I am to take. If I am diſcharg'd 

- _ © from 


Diſorder, when the Impreſſions, which a com- 


Life it ſelf; for if I may preſume any thing 


47 


© How inconſtant are humane things! Bleſ- December 95 
ſed is the Son] that has his hope fixed on 1688. 


48 


© and confidence ſhall be your ſtrength. God u 


© appearing before thee for ever. I haye de 


my unworthineſs of them, and awaken u 


The Exemplary LIFE of 
from my Duty, I may expect Gods Protet, 
don in going from hence; if not, in ſtayin 
© here. While I waited at Rings end, uncer 
© tain in my reſolutions, I remember'd a Verk 
© of the Firſt Leſſon at laſt Nights Prayer 
< which then I took notice of, but forgot it i 
© the hurry of going away. 1/a. 30. 15. h 
© returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, in quietm, 


© quires of us a confident reliance on him, i 
© the Station wherein he ſets us; a quiet doin! 
© of our Duty, and he Promiſes his ſafe-guar 
© to ſuch. I thought therefore I wou'd returg 
and put my ſelf into his Hands, and Endes 
© your quietly to compoſe my ſelf to await hi 
© pleaſure. Inſtead of hurrying about toes 
© quire of News, 1 wou'd retire my ſelf to nf 
© God, and ſettle matters between him and nj 
Soul. Behold I am come, O my God, hid 
© not thy ſelf from thy Servant in the Day d 
© Danger. O ſhut not out thy ſelf from m 
© this day, when the matter in debate is nf 


< ſerv'd, I muſt humbly acknowledge, that tho 
ſhou'dſt withdraw thy Grace and Favour froll 
© my Soul. But caſt not away, O Lord, ul 
thy paſt Favours, and let them not bell 
© upon me.” Pardon for thy tender Merci 


© Soul to behold thee, that thy preſence ma] 

< purifie it from all the Droſs it has contrada 

by converſing in the World, and fit it fu 
thy ſelf. Lord, Thou loveſt to Succour Ul 

© Diſtreſs; nothing is ſo pleaſing to * 

| A 
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Tin is pleas'd to favour. For what ſentiments 
neer-WMoes this awaken in an Ingenuous Heart! 
Veri vo can but adore that watchful love ghich 
ye aſonably comes into its preſervation ! This 


en, O Lord, is my humble confidence in 
hee; for I not only hope for deliverance 
om Thee, but that thou wilt make this 
Deliverance, a means to my Soul of return- 


u, Mig to Thee love and praiſes for ever. But 
lo my God, inſtruck my Soul to remove all 
eval ficulties that lye in the way of Thy Mer- 
tun y; that every corrupt Affection may be 
nder one away, which hinders my approach to 
1t n hee; and I may make my peace with Thee 


0 ey God, by the methods Thou haſt pre- 


o ncrib'd, even Humiliation and Sorrow, and 
d arneſt calling upon Thee. We are not to 
„hi biok, but that even this Terror is a Judg- 
)ay nent from Thee. O Pardon, Gracious Lord, 


m be Sins that have more immediately pro- 
ok'd it; even our not having lay'd to 
e G eeart, fo much as we ſhov'd, the terrors of 
t tho Soul, O moſt gracious Lord Jeſu, which 
fro hou didſt undergo for our ſakes, when Thy 
out was ſorromful even unto Death, and cry'd 
ut, Father, ſave me from this hour: By Thy 
reel errors, O Lord, ſanctify this Thy Judg- 
en vent, and let us always love to meditate on 
e hy Agony for our ſakes. Amen. 

rade find another excellent Meditation of His, 
it fuen the ſame Publick Troubles, Compos'd 
ur i him, December the Twenty Second 1688, 
Kn our Fears and Diſtractions were at the 


Long E greateſt 


ove, as to reſcue from Danger, thoſe wWiiom 
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that in danger do not diſpoſe themſelve 


and the revolution of things. But lf 


The Exemplary LIFE of 1 


preateſt heighth; and which 1 ſhall here gi 
the Reader, that he may ſee how Mr. Bom 
by a firm confidence in God, fecur'd the pe 
of his own Mind, in that general diſorde 
and may learn the way to be ſafe and hayy 
ſhou'd God fend the ſameCalamities upony 
© If. 30. 15. Thus ſaith the Lord, the holy: 
of Iſrael, in returning and reſt ye ſhall beſaul 
in quietneſs and confidence fhall be your ſtrengi 
In returning from your ſolicitous cares a 
anxious fears, and vain projectings for yt 
eſcape and ſafety. The time you belt 
upon theſe, to how much better purpd 
wou'd it be laid out in waiting upon n 
and imploring my aid and proteRion, wl 
am ſo eaſily able to defend you? And thii 
© thereaſon why in time of danger, I req 
© your reſting quiet neſs and confidence in nt 
© becauſe if I think fit not to give you deli 
c ance, this fits your Souls for my ſelf; to 
joy Me in a much better condition. But 
< I ſenddeliverance, this makes you knowtl 
© it comes from my hand, and diſpoſes ) 
to make me thankful Returns for it. TI 


1 as PN 


ee wed Mb io alt. OP 


A 


a dependance on God, and confidence 
© him, if deliverance comes, they are apt 
impute it to an arm of Fleſh, or to Chan 


« Souls, that quiet themſelves in God, dl 
with an humble confidence, depend wht 
on his power and readineſs to help then 
it be his Will, ſee plaigly that what deli 
* rance they obtain is wrought by * 
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James Bonnell E/ 
This makes them prize the Mercy and praiſe 
Him for it. O my God, I ſee many of thy 
Servants in conſcience of their duty, expoſe 
themſelves to hazard in this place ; I have 
alſo a duty here ; Thy Providenee has con- 
tinud it on me; The preſent ſeaſon indeed 
does acquit me from attending it for 
ſome time; But ſhou'd I not by removing, be 
adiſcouragement to thy Servants who are ob- 
lig'd to ſtdy here? Lord, thou haſt ordered 
and govern'd my whole Life hitherto, and 
every citcumſtance of it; I know I am now 
under Thy Protection and Care; I know 
Thou art not unmindful of me, (pardon 
my unworthineſs to aſſure my ſelf ſo,) O 
keep my Eyes ſted faſt upon Thee and upon 
the Indications of Thy Will and Providence, 
that I may not be fotward to do an _ 
of my own Head, leaſt I put my ſelf out o 
tlie way of thy Mercy and Protection. Thy 
People in the Wilderneſs, were not to ſtit 
till the Cloud began to remove before them. 
Let me attend the motions of Thy Provi- 
dence with a conſtant Eye lifted up to Thee; 
if Thou calleſt me froni hence, (by any 
Providence) let mie go in obedience to thy 
Will. if Thou requireſt me to ſtay here, 
and bear thy good Servants company, (for 
thy ſuffering Setvants are the pureſt of thy 
Flock,) let me ſtay in obedience to the ſame 
Will, and diſpoſe my ſelf to bear with them, 
the Iſſues of thy pleaſure upon us; that we 
may glorify Thee by Life or by Death, or 
whatſoever thou ſhalt ordain to vs. Hear 
me, O Gracious Lord, in the multitude of 
k 2 1 
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The Exemplary LIFE of 
© Thy Mercies, and prepare my Heart forth 
© Will, and to receive the decrees of Thy l 
finite Wiſdom concerning me; prepm 
me always for thy Holy Preſence, ay 


© whether I Live or Dye, let me be elif 


* Thine. Grant the ſame Mercy to all Th 
© Diſtreſſed Servants in this place; and x 
Thou haſt viſited us with one comm 
trouble, ſo unite us in Thy fear, and makey 
partake of the ſame Grace and Mercy: Lon 
be Glorified in us, and let our Souls find x 
© ceptance with thee, through the beloved n 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt and only Advocate. Ann 

And leaſt any inward Remorſe might ſhod 
his Dependance upon God, l find himabovtthi 


time particularly diligent, to ſer all matte 


right between God and his Soul, that being th 


true Foundation of confidence in Publick Tra 


bles. To this purpoſe is the following Medi 
tion, written upon Chriſtmas Day in the Mon 


ing, that very Year of Diſorder andConfuſiolf 


God hath ſaid, In Quietneſs and Confil 
© ſhall be your Strength. But who can ha 
Confidence in God? St. John hath told 1 

He whoſe Heart condemns him not. And wh 
© ts the happy Man whoſe Heart condemil 
© him not? St. Paul, by a reaſonable Inferen 
© tells us, He that alloweth not himſelf in 
thing which he condemneth, (Rom. 14. 22} 
Happy is he that condemncth not himſelt in ii 
© thing which he alloweth. And again, Hebio ih 
* 19. Mhere there is Remiſſion of Sins, me ha 
© boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt by the Blood 
* Jeſus, becauſe the Blood of Feſus Chrift " 


— 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 

11 22 from all Sin. 1 Joh, 1. 7. So then 
te pardon of our Sins gives us this confi- 
aeg dence in God. Come, O my Soul, let us go 
to the Blood of Jeſus that we may be cleanſed 


cl: by it ; that our Body may be made clean 


TIM by his Body, and our Souls waſh'd by his 
id a precious Blood: that we may obtain this 
ami Confidence, our only means of Strength and 
deu Support in this time of Danger. Y 
LOU The effect of theſe Exerciſes was a Reſolu- 
anon of not attempting to removefrom Dub- 
daß during the War, whatever Dangers might 
an reaten him there. He had quite different noti- 
bal of the means of ſafety, from the generality 
tt the World, as you may ſee by the following 
a ditation written not long after the former. 
DE UN * It is not always the moſt fancied place for 
Tr ccurity is indeed the moſt ſecure. The 
ediu Remnant of Judah after the Captivity 
thouęht Egypt moſt ſecure, Whereas abi- 
ding in the place where they were, wou'd 
have been moſt ſecure for them. And the 
reaſon is, becauſe it is God only can make 
any place ſecure to us. And a quiet Confi- 
dence in him, ariſing from an humble walk- 
Ing with him, is the only means to engage 
him to ſecure our abode tous. If becauſe 
of the preſent Diſtreſs St. Paul adviſed the Co- 
rinthians not to Marry that they might bet- 
ter attend upon the Lord without Diſtrattion, 
(1 Cor. 7. 35.) the ſame reaſon will hold 
againſt Projecting Removals, as a thing like - 
ly to diſtract our Thoughts in Diſtreſſed 
mes, when we moſt need to have them recol- 
| E 3 lected 
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© lefted and ſtayed upon God; and to hwy 
* very minute compos d and ready to lay il 
© on his hand at the appearance of Pang 
Thus armed with confidence in God, k 
Bonnell waited the iſſue of our common Du 
gers: And as he put himſelf into Gods hank 
ſo from God he had Safety and Protedin 
We and even Liberty during all our Trouble 
See 4 Letter He was continued in his Employment wit 
in the Biſpop out his deſiring it, and t was happy for ma 
4 1 Proteſtants that he was ſo; ſince whatever 
„ receiv'd out of it, he diſtributed among tht 
** with a liberal hand. He ſovght out Opp 
tunities of Relieving his Needy Breth 
and went about doing good to the Neceſlit 
and Oppreſs'd. He boldly pleaded for th 
to thoſe who were then in Power; and ii 
tur'd, without Concern, Intereſt, Favour, 1 
even his neceſſary Subſiſtance (ſo couragi 
does Piety and Charity make Men) to get 
Injur'd Proteſtants Reliev'd. 

And indeed, as Bounty to the Poor wasdl 
of thoſe Virtues which always ſhin'd Emine 
ly in him, tho* none more induſtrious tou 
ceal it than he, ſa I find him in more pla 
than one, offering Arguments to himſelf 
he ſhou'd in thoſe times of Diſtreſs be md 

large in his Alms than he us'd to be at otht 
J ſhall here inſert two Meditatians exciting 
Charity, one written in the Year 1688, 
other in 1689. The firſt is as follows. 

Aan lives not by Bread alone; much les 
* Goldand Silver; for Bread may maintaind 
* when Money can't keep from ſtarving 
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 byevery word of God, by his Favour and Blef- 
ing; It is his Command, and giving the Bleſ- 
ſing that makes any thing Effectual to ſuſtain 
vs. And his command can make what is left 
as effectual to ſuſtain Thee, as what thou haſt 
given away and much more added to it wou'd 
have been. But without his Command, what 
abundance can ſuſtain thee? the Ruſt and the 
anker will eat it up, and thy Riches will make 
themſelves Wings and fly away from thee. In- 
ſure then thy Stock in a time of Trouble 
and Danger in the great Inſurance Office in 
Heaven. It will be done at a reaſonable 
rate, and all the World cannot give thee 
ſuch ſecurity of being anſwer'd as thou wilt 
find there. Thou wilt certainly find thy 
Principal here or hereafter with an hundred 
feld. Tis infallibly certain as God is true; 
As God is God Thou mayſt depend upon it. 
The other Meditation was written June 
oth. 1689. | 

This Day being the Publick Faſt-Day in 
England for this Kingdom, had for its fe- 
cond Leſſon in the Morning Luke zd. where- 
in is Remarkable 7ohn Baptiſt's Diſcourſe 
to the People. The Ax is laid to the Root of 
the Tree: Now no longer to be forborn, 
either immediately to bring forth good 
Fruit or to be cut down: And to the Peo- 
ple demanding what they ſhould do; his An- 
ſwer is, He that hath two Coats let him impart 
to him that hath none, and he that hath Meat 
let him do likewiſe. Teaching us that in a 
lime of publick Tryal, when matters are 
E 4 come 
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£ ſing; either to the turning away the pi 


The Exemplary L IEE ff 
come to extremity, and God ariſes to Jul 
ment againſt a People, works of Mercy u 
Charity are moſt likely to prevail for a Bk 


„ 


flick Scourge, or ſaving particular Perſy 
from the general Calamity. And are n 
« works of Mercy at ſuch times particular 
* reaſonable? For what ſignifies keeping q 
* Superfluities when we know not how ley 
* we ſhall live to uſe them? Or if we live 
it not better to give them now to. thi 
© that need them, than to keep them to be ul 
ken away by ſuch as will only Deſtroy tha 
Tho? Mr. Bonnell bore his own ſhare of f 
Calamities of that time with a very calm u 
ſerene Mind, yet there was one thing the 
gave him no ſmall Diſturbance, and that wa 
our Troubles not producing that Reform 
on among Proteſtants which might have he 
expected while the Rod was upon them, til 
no doubt a great many were very much It 
tered by it. What his ſenſe of theſe thu 
were will ſufficiently appear by the enſul 
Meditation compos'd on Whit-Sunday: 1689 
To have a heart full of concern fort 
Glory of God and the Souls of Men, to f 
the World lye in Wickedneſs and pit 
rance of God, and not be able to reme 
it, is it not an uncomfortable State? bl 
to be fill'd with a Divine Power and Ab 
ty to work upon the Hearts of Men, to co 
vince them and bring them off from thusdl 
and Ignorance, as the Apoſtles were by l 
coming down of the Holy Ghoſt, can u 
4 


{hut 
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5 thing be a greater Comfort? To force 
© the World to believe the Truth of 
(wat they witneſſed, and acquit them from 
p< being Deceivers, is it not an exceeding com- 
u fort? But how is this comfort fulfill'd to us? 
re td We ſeea World, in which we are, lying in 
ular Wickedneſs ; the Judgments of God gone 
ins out againſt it, and yet the Inhabitants of it 
v Wn do not learn Righteouſneſs ; God ſeems re- 
ive ſolved to Reform or Cut us off, and yet lit- 
tui dle Reformation appears. And what can 
bei thoſe now do who ſee this ſtate of our Age, 
the who ſee it, and ſee themſelves without Pow- 
of Her to help it? Who ſee the Wickedneſs of 
im u the World and cannot ſnatch Men out of 
g the Fire? Where is the Lord God of Elijah? 
at i Where is the Promiſe of the Comforter, ſo 
mi plentifully fulfilled to the Bleſſed Apoſtles 
ve hof our Lord? Where is this double Porti- 
m, on of his Spirit that deſcended on them? 
ch be Is not the Promiſe, He ſhall remain with you 
: th always? Lord God, theſe are thy Flock now, 
enſuß as much as they were of Old, thy People 
1639. and the Sheep of thy Paſt ure, tho? they have 
for gone aſtray, tho? they refuſe to be reclaim'd. 
to O comfort thy Servants with Power to call 
d leu home theſe wanderers from Thee, and bring 
rem them into thy Fold: To Convert the un- 
e? Di repenting World, to turn many to Righ- 
d Abi teouſneſs, and cover a Multitude of Sins. 
to Amen. | 291 
this When in the Progreſs of the War, the 
by roteſtants in Dublin were deny'd the exerciſe 
ny f their Religion; their Churches turn d in- 
$1 "y 
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to Thee in Private; And afterwards thi 


Lord, we are not better than Thy Servant 
* who are totally depriv'd of theſe men 


preſum'd that Thou wilt deal with UW 
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to Priſons, and their Miniſters confin'd: M 
Bonnell deeply lamented thoſe Sins whit 
brought down that which he accounted th 
ſevereſt of God's Judgments; and ende: 
vour'd to ſupply the want of the Churchg 
publick Prayers, by the greater Conſtancy au 
Fer vors of his Private Devotions. Thus Ju 
the 25th 1690, a few Days before the Vids 
ry of the Boyn, he expreſs'd the Sorrowsai 
Devotion of his Soul, in the following Mel 
tation. 2 
Jjuſtly, O Lord, for our negligence in th 
Worſnip and Service, doſt Thou ſhy: y 
£ out from the liberty of meeting together u 
© Celebrate it. Yet even this I truſt will tun 
c to good, to thoſe that Fear Thee, in makin 
© them more zealous and fervent in Prayin 


© Thou wilt give them Grace to redeem th 
© Faults they have been guilty of, by great 
* Fervency in Publick, when Thou ſhalt pri 
* ciouſly reſtore to us the liberty of it. B 


(Ah! That it is not to be ſaid how far we mi 
© be worſe than they; Why then ſhould it 


n ms FANCY — _ — Dre 1 F 


* much more graciouſly, than Thou u 
thought fit to do with Them. We are 
Thy hands, and have deſerved no good fra 
Thee. Juſtly may'ſt thou deprive us oft 
© liberty and exerciſe of our Religion. 
* then let not the extraordinary ſupplis! 
* Thy Grace be wanting to us; for „ 

cal 


James Bonnell Eſq; 
can ſt work without means, as well as with 
them; and even this ſevere diſpenſation of 
Thy Providence, will be turn'd to a mercy 
to all of us, if it puts us upon Repentance 
for all our abuſes of that great freedom of 
Thy Holy Ordinances, which Thou haſt ſo 
long indulg'd to us; for our irreverent, 
careleſs, unde vout Behaviour in Thy Wor- 
ſhip; for our pleaſing our ſelves in other 
thiags, in our coming into Thy Houſe of 
Prayer, beſides meeting and ſerving Thee 
our God. If it help us to repent of theſe a- 
buſes of Thy Houſe here, before Thou take 
us to Thy Houſe in the Heavens; and if it 
fills us with hungrings, and thirſtings,and 
nakinl longings after thoſe opportunities of ſerv- 
rap ing Thee, which we have too ſlightly valu'd 
ds tay hicherto ; Thou may'ſt make even a total 
em ty deprivement, turn to a greater Bleſſing, to 
greg us, as I truſt thou wilt do, if thou ſnalt think 
alt u fit io to deal with us) than the freeſt enjoy- 
. Bb ment. Thou knoweſt how to conduct thy Ser- 
van vants to thy Self; for this is the end of all 
meu their Travels; O let this Aim fill our Souls, 
we ny and we ſhall unconcernedly leave to Thee 
1d it i the ordering of the things of this World, 
h VU: which we have done with. 
2u But theſe Calamities were ſoon over, ſuc- 
e are Needed by all that Joy which long wiſh'd for 
od ff iberty, Safety and Peace cou'd give. One 
vs ofüeneral Releaſe diſcharg'd all our Priſoners; 
n. Md our Churches again return'd to their true 
pplis ee, and became Houſes of Prayer. And as 
r Tr. Bonnell had always expreſs'd his Sorrow 
* (all in 
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in Penitential Complaints and Fervent Pry 
ers to God, ſo now his Joy turn'd all to Pra. 
es. But how different were his Reflexion 
upon that ſurprizing Turn of Affairs, fra 
thoſe of moſt others, who ſhar'd in the del 
verance it gave! As different it is to be fear 
as his Behaviour had been before. The my 
tual Careſſes of the Proteſtants, after thei 
new-gain'd Freedom, he improv d to then 
bleſt purpoſes, thence to raiſe his Mind i 
Heaven, and contemplate coſe endearments 
that Seraphic Love and Joy which ſhall fill te 
Souls of the faithful, at their meeting 
that happy place, ED. 
The Dar of Ho did we ſee (ſays he) the Proteſta 
Dublin? De- on the great day of our Revolution, Thu 
Eiverance. dy the Third of July, (a Day ever to ber 
< membred by us with all thankfulneſs; 
© had it heen begun with viſiting our Churd 
es and preſenting our ſelves there to Gl 
* our deliverer,) Congratulate and Embralt 
one another as they met, like Perſons ali 
© from the Dead! Like Brothers and Silt 
© meeting after a long Abſence, and going! 
bout from Houſe to Houſe, to give each 
© ther Joy of God's great Mercy; Enquiril 
© of one another how they paſt the late di 
of Diſtreſs and Terror! What apprelt 
© fions they had; what fears or dangers tlf 
* were under; thoſe that were-Priſont 


K 
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« O that this may be a happy Type to us, 
35 it is as lively an Emblem as this World 
can give of the joyful meeting of the Ser- 


ray 
ak. 
Xlons 


ful vants of God in Heaven at the great day of 
dee 7+bilce, when all the Terrors of Death and 
feu Judgment ſhall be over, and Chriſt our 
m ereat Deliverer ſhall have put all our Ene- 


then mies under his Feet. How will they then 
he u xmbrace and Congrarulate for their Eſcape 
ind from all their Terrors and Fears? How will 
nen bey welcome one another into that bleſſed 
fin und ſecure abode of eternal Peace and Joy! 
ow may we ſuppoſe, will they enquire of 
one another, how they paſt through thoſe 
days wherein they were parted ! What dif- 
Thul iculties they met with in Life, after the o- 
bers had left them With what Apprehen- 
eſs; ons or Terrors they paſt through their 
*hurbWaſt Agony ! And what comforts or ſupports 
o bey had under it! One will ſay, I remem- 
mb er you were a Priſoner in Bondage to 
s zin and under the ſlavery of divers Lufts ; 
S o were you ſer free? How did you con- 
-oing er thoſe great and ſtubborn Enemies we 
each ett yon conflicting with? I remember, to 
quitü other, you were with Child in thoſe days, 
te A aded with the incumbrances of the World, 
e cares of getting and keeping Riches and 
ers t 0viding for a Family, in a degree above 
riſone hat was neceſſary, either for their Happi- 
1ey nee or your Stare. To another, you were 
me Un the Bed of Sickneſs in the time of this 
am, oppreſsd with Diſtractinę Croſſes, 
homeſt ick Diſturbances, Foreign Enemies 


and 
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© and Oppreſlions, Inward Pains and Dies 
How did you get through all your Infing 
© mities? How did you eſcape, who were n 
© able to ſtir from the Bed? With Joy, a 
vill reply, God did all this for us. 

After this manner did Mr. Bonnell impr 
that great Deliverance ; and ſo much did i 
ligion poſſeſs his Thoughts, that (as I 
from his Papers) it was his uſual Practice, fi 
the daily Occurrences of the World, and 
moſt familiar Affairs of Life, to draw {if 
Reflections, as might beſt keep his Mind i 
devout frame, and confirm him in his Dy 

But His ſhare in that general Joy was ſu 
abated, from Two Cauſes; The one parti 
lar to Himſelf z The other of more pulli 
Concernment. The Death of his Mothers 
his particular cauſe of Grief, which he hear 
by the firſt Letters that came from Engl 
and which he lamented with true Relig 
Sorrow. He bore her the tendereſt Reſpi 
as well as greateſt Love; for She had d 
every thing for him, which natural fond 
or religious concern cou'd ſuggeſt ; andi 
was ſenſible of all his Obligations to i 
from Duty and Gratitude, as well as Natil 
His Meditations upon her Death, (too l. 
and particular to be here inſerted) ſhew 1 
rit truly afflicted for ſuch a Loſs ; yet ſubl 
ting without Murmur to the Will of 6 
the greateſt Love to his Parent, yet great 
Him who had taken her away. 
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His other cauſe of Trouble, and what He Laments 
ouch'd him as ſenſibly as any Loſs cou'd do, the prevalen- 
vas the little Reformation which the Judg- 7 9 Vice - 
ents of God had wrought in this Kingdom. _ 31. * 
e reaſonably expected that thoſe who hdd 
mented the want of their Churches, ſhou'd 

id u brong to them with Joy, when they were re- 

tor'd to them, and Praiſe God continvally 

or that great Mercy: That Unity and Love 

jou'd univerſally prevail among thoſe who 

ere not only Profeſſors of the ſame Religion, 

t had been Fellow-ſufferers for it; But that 

diſputes, Contentions, and Revenge ſhou'd 

> for ever done away. But when he ſaw 

r Troubles ſucceeded by a torrent of Vice, 

id the Rod no ſooner remoy'd, but God who 

| appointed it, by too many forgotten; when 

: ſaw Immorality and Prophaneneſs Con- 

ver as faſt as our Victorious Arms ; and that 

ge fame Army that deliver'd us, did corrupt 

too; ſo melancholy a proſpect did very 

uch move him, rais'd many ſad Thoughts in 

s Mind, and made him conclude that the 

me of our compleat Deliverance was not 

t come. 

The following Meditation written July the 

hird 1690, will expreſs his ſenſe of theſe 

Ings, and particularly ſhew how he lamen - 

the violent Behaviour of ſome Proteſtants, 

mediately upon their Deliverance. Þ 

' | ſee now plainly that it is from the Ua- 

briſtian Enmity and Spire. againſt one a- 

nother in this Kingdom, that tae Judgment 

of the Sword is ſent upon it, ſo much - iy 

* ner 
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© puniſhes it periodically, by letting its naty 
ral effect take place. I look upon it asin- 


_ © ſurely it wou'd now, on the Proteſtant ſids 


© the midſt of Slavery to the height of Viv 
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© ner than on other Places; and that once: 
© very Fourty Years we muſt expeꝙ a Commo. 
© tion. Perhaps Commotions may happenas of. 
© ten in FrontierPlaces which lie between tm 
© Countries; and for the ſame reaſon, becauſe 
© they conſiſt of mixt People: And this Vic 
© being moſt apt to happen between ſuch, God] 


© curable in this Kingdom, while it conſiſts d 
different People; For all the Laws of Chri- 
© ſtianity will not reform ĩt, becauſe the great 
© eſt part of Mankind are not guided by thok 
© Laws. If ever it cou'd have been mended, 


* when for above a Year anda Half, we har 
© been learning our Religion in the bel 
© School, that of Diſcipline ; when the whok 
© Proteſtant Cauſe has been at ſtake, and o 
* thers have led us the way in the ſevere 
* Sufferings. To ſee now a Company d 
© Men, that call themſelves Proteſtants, cons 
© mittiyg the ſame Outrages that Romay Cz 
© tholicks had done before; to ſtart up fron 


88 = = wy — ww «As 


© lence and Injuſtice : What made theſe Ma 
© be at the pains to call themſelves Proteſtant 


ny Religion, ſince they had None? Gt 
© tainly for no other reaſon, but becauſel 
* pleaſed God that our Picſſures were not & 
© tream, and that they look'd that the Rom 
* Catholick Cauſe, cou'd not long ſtand d 
* foot in theſe Kingdoms, Some 9 

x "6 the 
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* they were us d to; or rather, they were us d 
«of. to call themſelves by Tome Names, and in- 
tuo lit chemſelves under ſome Faction; which 
au they adher d to, becauſe People love to gra- 
vie! tie their Humour of oppoſing others. 


There's ſomething pleaſing in it to Carnal 


an nds. Thus, O Almighty Lord God, 
1 Thou puniſheſt each Sin with a Viper bred 
sd ©" of its own Bowels. O that Men may 


fear Thee, and learn to be Wiſe at laſt / 


_ But how few find the way of this Light ! 
Sl To how few does this ſlender and bright 
ndet Beam dart it ſelf! Inſtead of breaking o- 


pen our Church Doors this day, with the 
firſt dawn of it, to praiſe thy ſtupendous 
and amazing Mercy to vs, we ran together 


"I into Herds, we met in Crouds to Arm our 
2 ſelves, as if there were no way but this to 
event keep the Enemy from returning back upon 
any d us; when it was Thou alone, O Lord, who, 
en rithout any Arms of ours, hadſt driven 
41 Gs hem from us. N 

b fron Ah Lord! lay not this Sin to our charge; 
von fter having fo long cry'd unto Thee, 
fs Mat hou haſt graciouſly delivered us; After 
ww GO loſt our Churches thou haſt now 
roger low d us the free uſe of them. Thou haſt 
> C <2 away our Enemies, as it were with a 
_ Htrong Wind, and the rumour only of a pur- 
not el ung Army laſt Night, tho* none drew 
Rom ig: That thou mighteſt make us ſee, that 


pur Deliverance is from Thee our God, on 
om we have waited. What a Dream 


F Z ſelves 
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id this Night ſeem to us? We found our 
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© ſelves all in quiet, we cou'd hardly belizr 
© that we were deliver'd. We roſe up eat 
© to ſee if it cou'd be true, that our Deline 
* rance was real. Oh! Pardon us that we 
have not firſt viſited our Churches, the Ms 
* numents of Thy Mercy, which Thou hi 
* ſo graciouſly continu'd to us during al 
© theſe Troubles, and been ſo gracious toy 
in them; and having taken them away ſ 
little a while, doft now ſo ſpeedily reſtor 
them to us. Oh! Pardon vs that we ca 
* paſsby ſo great a Mercy! That we can me 
in Councils and in Courts, and fill th 
* Streets with our Crowds, and leave the 
Monuments of thy goodneſs neglected, al 
< ſome [nchanted Force kept their doors agalil 
us. Oh! Pardon us, good Lord, and let nd 
© this Sin redound upon all of us, whom thi 
© haſt deliver'd. For is not this to fly ont 
* ſpoil, and eat the Fleſh with the Blood? (1 San 
< 14. 32.) When without ſanctifying our \i 
© tory, without paying onr Homage to ti 
for it, before Thy Altars, we run ſo gretl 
ly upon enjoying the Fruits of it; and tl 
in a tumultuous and Injurious manner, 
© thoſe whom Thou haſt put in our Power. 

Soon after this I find him lamenting theo 
cay of Piety, and prevalency of Vice; Ti 
were always matter of grief and indignati 
to his Mind; But chiefly after our greatU 
liverance, when the vileſt Ingratitude ws 
new Aggravation of every Sin. His fenk! 
theſe things the following Meditation # 
new; written Auguſt 17, 1690. q 


James Bonnell Eſq, 
ene How do l fear that the Standard of Piety 
at © is loſt in the World, and of that Holineſs 
ue: without which no Man ſhall fee the Lord? I 
t ge know Chriſt will uphold his Church, and 
MB the Holy Spirit will be with it in every 
bat Age to the end. And therefore even in 
2 UNE this Age, he has his faithful Servants. But 
ton | fear they are ſo few, and the number of o- 
ay vWF thers ſo great; that either they are not ta- 
ſtor ken notice of in the Crond ; or that People 
e are ſo hardned and blinded, that ſeeing 
met they do not ſee, and hearing they will not 
te underſtand ; but chooſe rather to look up- 
the on theſe as Men of unneceſſary Severities, 
, ai than ſuch as keep up the Model of the Goſ- 
gail vel. By this means we in this Generation 
et a may well be all Pygmies in Grace and hard- 
n tu 17 any of us come up to the meaſure of the Sta- 
ou ture of Jeſus Chriſt; but meaſuring our ſelves 
1 Ja by one another, may think our ſelves pro- 
ur per Chriſtians. Where do we ſee Piety 
= practic'd in all its parts, Private, Domeſtick, 
and Publick ? Some few that are much con- 
verſant in good Books, and Primitive Ac- 
counts of things, may have an Idea of Chri- 
ſtianity, beyond what this Age cou'd give 
them: But then how eaſie is it for the cor- 
ruption of the Age we live in, to make this 
be forgotten, or hinder it from being brought 
down to Practice? Piety is rarely learn'd 
wholly by Books, we need continual Exam- 
ples, and the converſation of good People, 
to bring theſe Notions into Practice. The 
reaſon of this ſeems to be, that Piety always 
ä hho 


— be 
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ſpect or apprehenſion of Death, is quite x 


becoming a Chriſtian, With what Zealdi 
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© always decays in the Peace of the Char, 
A good Man that lives in the continual pro 


© nother thing from the ſame good Man tha 
lives out of this proſpe&. When the whok 
Church therefore lives continually in thi 
© apprehenſion, (as was the ſtate of the Pri 
* mitive Church, for the firſt Three Hundre 
* Years after Chriſt) no wonder if it be quit: 
different in the meaſure and exerciſe of Pic 
© ty, from the Church ar other times. I 
true they were not always under actual Per 
s {ecution, but then it muſt be conſidered, thit 
* for ſome time after God frees Men fron 
© this hard ſtate, the ſenſe of their forme: 
< Troubles leaves a deep Impreſſion upol 
their Minds. They had contracted fim 
* habits of ſtrict and pious Living; and th 
* firſt freedom that God gave them from thet 
Fears, did not make them relax any thin! 
of their ſtri&neſs; but only encreas d thei 
< thankfulneſs, and more cheerful ſerving hin 
* 1a their former road, till God thought fitt 
bring again their former ſtraits upon then, 
* by a renewed Perſecution. And fo it ws, 
for a while after God put a final end to thel 
* Perſecutions, by the Emperor Conſtantin! 


Ru, my A © mM oo vc #5 wm £m cas as PD rn nn el oe NT e 


2 


1 


* the Chriſtians flock to the publick Church 


Conſecrated from Heathen Fanes, to Tent 
ples of the Living God, and cover the aer 
* ments with their Proſtrate Bodies? But 
* degrees this Fervour decay d; Lukeram h 

« xp 
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rc, neſs and Worldlineſs crept into the Church, 
pro and has been ever ſince ſtriking its Roots 
es deep into it to this very day; the whole 
tha WF Chriſtian Church having never ſince ſuffered 


'hok RM 20y general Perſecution. It has pleas d God 


ti ſometimes to Afflict particular Churches, and 
br rouze them up; but this has been fo little 
drel general, that we may well fear that the Spi- 
quiz rit of Religion is almoſt decay'd in the 
f Pe World: And as nothing but a great Per- 

"Tx fecution in Humane appearance can awaken 


Per. it, ſo in the mean time we know not where 


„th to look for it; but have reaſon to fear, that 
fron it we think it enough for us to be as good as 
orm our Neighbours , we ſhall come ſhort at laſt 
upoty of the Kingdom of Heaven. Alas! it is the 


| firm 


ealieſt thing that can be, to go to Heaven 
nd tht 


according to the Notion of the Men of the 


n the World now. At their rate, Who will be 
thing damn'd ? But ſurely there muſt be Two 
d ther Heavens. at great diſtance the one from the 
ng hu other : One for the Superficial Chriſtians 
t fit of this Age, and Another for the Pious and 
then Painful, the mortified and religiouſly ſtrict 


it v Chriſtians of Old; or elſe theſe Superfici- 


0 ther al Chriſtians can go to no Heaven at all. 

ant To both theſe I ſhall add a Prayer of his 
Zealdig don his Birth-day, November 14 1690, and 
wrcbee only part of it falls in with what went 


o Tell 
je Pale 
But! 
earl 

« oe 


fore, yet no doubt the Pious Reader will be 
ficiently pleas'd with the whole. 

O moſt High and Glorious Lord God! Who 
haſt made me and given me ſuch great Ca- 
Pacities, even to be able to love Thee: I 
F 3 Was 
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© was nothing when Thou wert plear u 
© give mea Being, and am nothing yet, but what 
© Thou ſhalt be pleas'd to make me. Tha 
< ordereſt and diſpoſeſt of me with the ter. 
* derneſs of a Father, and with infinite Wiſ 
© dom: Sometimes Thou haſt vouchſate 
me leiſure, and the quiet enjoyment of thy 
ſelf: At other times Thou haſt fill'd m 
with Hurry and Buſineſs; and with Care 
if not ſo much Hurrying, yet more Diſtrad. 
ing than either. Sometimes Thou ha 
granted me Health, a chearful Temper, au 
the ſenſe of Thy Love: At other tim 
© Thou haſt left. me no more than the bar 
£ remembrance of theſe Enjoyments, to car 
© ry on my Soul in the unreliſhing diſchary 
of my Duties. But as Thy Wiſdom pre 
< duces ſtrong Trees from tender Plants, 
© bringing them through the viciſlitudesd 
Day and Night, of Summer and Winter, au 
leaving them ſometimes ſtript of all ther 
Leaves, in the very ſhadow of their Dea 
© making theſe changes the neceſſary means 
* their Growth and Solidneſs; ſo Thou tu 
© initruſted me hereby, not to wonder 4 
Thy appointing ſuch changes to my Soll 
* butin them all to bleſs and adore Thee a 
© to make it my buſineſs, in whatever ſtatt 
am, to endeavour to go on to ſerve Tit 
When laſt I began my yearly ColleCtions 
© this ſort, Thou hadſt ſhut me up, and I 
* Servants, in this place, in diſtreſs and tf 
* rors: We are now by thy Mercy fret 


* from Dangers, yet involv'd in new Tr 


* 


— 


«„ 


* 
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des: Deliver'd from Judgments, yet op- | 
preſs'd with old Sins. Good God What 

will become of us? Why . ſhon'd we be 

ſtricken any more; we will revolt more 

and more. Surely thy extirminating Sen- 


nated tence will next go out againſt us, and make 
pf th us ceaſe to be a People, fince we will not 
d m ceaſe to be a wicked one. 
Cares * But, O moſt gracious Governour and 
ſtrad Guide of my whole Life, ſnut not up my 


Soul with thoſe who will not be Reform'd: 
Enable me to reform my ſelf, and then 
vouchſafe to make uſe of me for Thy Glo- 
ry, in the way Thy Wiſdom has ordain'd 
for me: O thou who haſt known me be- 


0 (ar 
cha fore 1 was, and made me what I am. 

n pit Amen. | 

its, hl I heſe Apprehenſions of the decay of Piety, reſolves a- 


ſtirr' d up a new in Mr. Bonnell's Mind, his gain to quit 
ormer deſires of betaking himſelf entirely to bi Empiq- 
the ſervice of God, and quitting all Secular 77: 
Buſineſs. In order to this, he entred into a 


eas firm reſolution of parting with his Employ- 
on hi ment, ſo ſoon as he cou'd find one, upon whom 
der with an eaſie Mind he might devolve ſo great 
Sou Truſt; and in a little time he actually agreed 
nec eich a Gentleman of ſufficient Abilities for it. 
state But that Gentleman's Delays firſt, and after» 


wards his Reſolutions of living conſtantly in 
England, kept Mr. Bonnell much longer en- 


nd Mead in his Employment, than he cor'd poſ- 
nd te BY have expected. But at laſt he was free'd 
y fre rom it, by a new Agreement which he made 
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Fils | Marri- 
de. 


ſtrict Friendſhip with this Gentlewoman. f 


be oyerrul'd by his Providence: That Pro. 
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with the Gentleman who now enjoys it, 
but even ſo, much time was ſpent before þ 
coy'd be ſettled in it. 1 
While this tedious Affair was tranſactigg 
Mr. Bonnell chang'd his condition of Life, an 
entred into a Marri'd State, which he did i 
the latter end of the Year 1693. The fe. 
ſon he made choice of, was Jane Conynghan, 
Daughter to Sir Albert Conyng ham; a Gentl: 
man, very well known in this Kingdom, fu 
his firm adherence to the Royal Family, di 
ring the Civil Wars; in whoſe Cauſe, he df. 
ten expos'd his Life to the greateſt Danger; 
and for his Bravery and Conduct in the lat 
War, commanding a Regiment of Dragoon; 
and at laſt Dying in the Service. Mr. Bu. 
nell had ſome Years before, entred into 


believed her Temper and manner of Life . 
ry well ſuited to his own, and that ſhe ha 
thoſe Qualities which he chiefly deſir'd in 
Wife. And as this was an Affair of the great 
eſt Moment to him, of any in this World; 
ſo I have thoſe Materials in my hands whi 
ſhew, that with all imaginable Conſtancy and 
Ardor,he beg'd God's direction in his Reſolv 
tion and Choice, that every thopght of hi 
Mind, and every ſtep he ſhou'd make, migit 


vidence to whoſe conduct and diſpoſal he hal 
long before, reſign'd up himſelf and all hi 
concerns; and whoſe motions he was full 
determin'd, without the leaſt ReluQancy, t? 
„ ” n= " 
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He had at all times different thoughts of 
he Happineſs of a Marri'd State from the 
enerality of Men, who are govern'd more 
y violent and diſorderly Paſſions, than by 
Reaſon and Religion. The following Me- 
u ttation is a ſufficient Proof of this, written 
Pe y him in the 265% Year of his Age, and which 
ande [ntitles The Wiſh, or an Idea of Marriage. 
le. © Marriage is the Repreſentative of the 
u moſt ſacred Union between Chriſt and his 
Church,Chriſt, who left his Bleſſed Father to 
become Marri'd to Mankind, and eſpouſe a 
whole Church for a Wife. Till this was In- 
ſtituted Man was but half made and Im- 
perfect; For this ſhall a Man leave his Father 
and Mother ſaid God himſelf. 

* For this, Firſt let me ſerve a ſufficient time 
of Courtſhip, but let it be ſweetned with the 
Converſation of the Perſon I love, and if 
there be oppoſition of others to ſtruggle 
with, it will but render the converſation 
he more ſavoury, and afford matter for 
Entertainment and Diſcourſe, and likewiſe 
any times for Divertiſement ; at leaſt it 
"ill the more endear under a common Suf- 
fering. Next upon Marriage, let us imme- 
uately remove from the mixt Company in 
which hitherto we have liv d, to enjoy each 
ther in a more ſolitary Retirement, where 
ll things about us are our own, and to be 
Pur own Care: And here, let us be ſufficient 
ompany to each other as Adam was to Eve 
paradice. Here let me in my Family be 
he Prieſt of the moſt High Ge4,and let his 
| « Praiſes 


if 
It 


no 
20d 
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Praiſes bealwaysin my Mouth. And whey 
God gives: a Child that can begin to tal 
let it be both my Wifes concern and min, 
with equal zeal, and equal naturalnefs, 
make the works of God the conſtant matte 
* of our Diſcourſe, and Inſtruction to on 
Child. As others talk to their Child of: 
Grand Mother, an Aunt, or the Vanities 
the World, let us talk to ours of its Make 
and our Father, God; and of the Pla: 
* whither we hope to go, Heaven; and 
the Company we ſhall have there, the Bleſk 
Angels. Let me therefore have a Wife of 
* natural, free, ingenuous and noble Piet 
* which ſhall not conſiſt in Phraſes, and Ton 
and Melancholy, and Cenſure, but in vi 
© rous Zeal, Uprightneſs, and Integrity an 
* faithfulneſs of Heart to God: A de 
* chearful unaffected Diſpoſition, with a mit 
* ardent and bold Love to God. So that k 
may not converſe of God becauſe it is u 
< Duty, but becauſe our Hearts are full 
him, and we are us'd to it, ſo that we ſul 
do it before we are aware. Then ſhall 
ſleep and awake with him, walk and (iti 
© his Preſence, and live the Life of Aug 
upon Earth. Nor ſhall it be in the rom 
< of the Wicked one to inject Peeviſhnels0 
* Quarrels, or Difpleaſures, as being out 
Humour, the Effects of Folly and Impi 
but we ſhall ever be one in the L 
* The Lord, if any, Grant me ſuch a Con 
nion. 
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He continu'd in a Marri'd ſtate Five Yeaas, 
nd Five Months; but the latter part of that 
me, it pleas d God to allow him but little 
Jealth ; the laſt Year eſpecially, when his 
diſorders return'd more frequently, and with 


) or WWreater violence than before. Thoſe Bodily 
of ictempers ſnock'd his Reſolutions of entring 
a to Holy Orders, at leaſt thus far, that if he 
Naber 


ou'd take that ſacred Character upon him, 
e would apply himſelf to the Duties of it ſo 
Ir as he was able, but without undertaking a 
arochial Cure: For thus I find him expreſ- 


fe 08G himſelf, ſome Years before his Death. 
Pie my want of Health ſhould hinder me from ta- 
Tor Br Cure which I very much apprehend, I 
Md contentedly ſpend my time in the moſt profl- 


able manner I was capable of, for the good of 
: C-urch, particularly in devotional things which 
a igen to be my Talent, and in which without much 
ore Study I might hope to ſucceed, And ſuch 
gh Thoughts had he, of the extent and dif- 
culty of the Paſtoral Duty, that he eſteem'd 
is frequent returns of Sickneſs, equivalent to 
declaration of Providence, that he was not 
eſlipn'd for the more laborious performances 


fit, tho. the Bent of his deſires was continu- 
Polly that way. 
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But even theſe Deſires were at laſt inter- His Sickneſs 


on Ipted, by that Fatal Sickneſs which brought and Death 


im to his End. For in April 1699 he was 
: LoEized with a Malignant Fever, which about 
hat time reigned very much in Dublin; by 
t, iis Head was ſo much affected, that he had 
0; a conſtant command of his Thoughts, 
nor 
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The Exemplary LI F E of 
nor that uniſturbed Exerciſe of his Facultis, 
which all Men defire in thoſe Extremitig 
For ſome Days of his Sickneſs, his Reaſon wy 
clear, and to the laſt, he had frequent Inter. 
vals of perfect Underſtanding. And then 'ty 
impoſſible to conceive One in the greatel 
Pain and Anguiſh, more Submiſſive, more?zx 
tient, more Reſign'd to the Will of Good: 
Then Prayers and Praiſes were his only Lat. 
guage, or calling upon others to Pray fr 
kim. But no Murmur, no Complaint, cam 
out of his Mouth. And tho' no doubt he hut 
all the Comforts of a good Conſcience, ant 
powerful Supports from God, in that pre 
conflict of Nature, yet he expreſs'd himk 
with all that Humility and awful Concen 
which becomes a Sinner, when he Reflect 
upon that Pure and Holy God, at whoſe hu 
he was ſoon to be Try'd. Nom (ſays I) 
muſt I ft and or fall before my great Fudge. Ai 
when it was anſwer'd that no doubt he woll 
ſtand firm before him, through the Meritsd 
our Crucified Saviour: His Reply ſhews, ij 
on what a firm Foundation, he built his Dt 
pendance and Hopes: Urs in that (ſays It 
I truſt 5, he knows it's in that I truſt, And 
laſt Moments of Reaſon, were ſpent in thok 


Heavenly Exerciſes, wherein every good Mil 


wou'd deſire to breath out his Soul; and whit 
to him, no doubt, were the happy beginnil! 
of endleſs Praiſes above. He Dy'd the Tei 
ty Eighth Day of April 1699, in the For! 
Sixth Year of his Age; and his Body Ie 
Interr'd in St. John's Church in 2 
f 
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hree Children (Two Son s and a Daughter) 
herewith God had Bleſſed him, the Daugh- 
r only Surviv'd him. And he left behind 
im a truly afflicted Widow, who, I am per- 
aded, will perſevere to ſhew the World, 
ow juſtly ſhe priz'd his excellent Qualities 
d tender Love; and who has ſpar'd no 
zins to get his Life and Character publiſh'd, 
at ſo ſome Juſtice may be done to his Me- 
ory, and the World benefited by his Ex- 
mple. And even that Child which did ſur- 
re him, has ſince followed her Father, after 
wing liv'd ſo long as to ſhew that ſhe Inhe- 
ted his Virtues, the ſweetneſs of his Tem- 
mei er, his Devoutneſs and Patience, ſo that had 
cen pleas'd God to have continued her in the 
led orld, ſhe promis'd to have been a very 
le ku iniag Example of Piety and Goodneſs. And 
Js Ie) deed both from what I ſaw in her my ſelf, 

Ad from the Informations of others upon 
 worUMhich J entirely depend, I have been ſtrong- 
erits i [nclined to mention ſome of her particular 
vs, 10 Wjings and Actions, and to have given In- 
his De oces of her Piety and Patience at Four, Five, 
ys bed Six Years Old. But they are ſo extraor- 
Ind vary, that 1 chooſe to fuppreſs them, be- 
in thoſe they would hardly obtain belief, I 
od Ml only obſerve from what I knew of that 
1d, that Parents don't begin time enough 
form their Childrens Minds to Religion. 
n gets the firſt Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, and 
Fare taught Lying and Vanity much ſoon- 


Whereas 


yay 


than to Love God or pray to him. 
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Whereas if the ſame early Care was us'd ni 
the generality of Children, as was taken yi 
her, to give them ſuch Apprehenſions of Gy 
of Sin, of Truth, of Heaven and Hell asthy 
are capable of, tho* the Succeſs would not y 
many be equal to what it was in her, few hy 
ing ſuch natural Diſpoſitions to Goodneſ; 
appeared in her, yet wou'd it be ſuch, x 
wou'd go a great way in Reforming the worl 
and making the next Generation Good a 
Virtuous. = 


James Bonnell Ei 79 


L 
L 
Go 
Sthe 
10t it 
1 
eſs 1 
ch, 4 
world, 


d a 


1 N 


Aving thus gone through the moſt re- 
markable Paſſages of Mr. Bonnell's Life, | 
d withal given the Reader ſome general 9 
ew of his Piety and Virtue; I ſhall now | 
ter upon that part of this Work, for the | 
ke of which the reſt was put rogether, and | 
ithout which the World is not much con- 
rn d to know his Story: And that is, par- 
ularly to deſcribe his Character and Excel- 
ncies; to recommend him as a Pattern wor- 
y our Imitation, in all the duties of the 
briſtian Life; and to ſhew from him, how 
autiful Chriſtianity is, when reduc'd to 
— Wie; when it becomes a rule of Life and 
Manners ; and not, as it is with moſt Men 
Waliin'd to the Thoughts, and made an unac- 
ve Notion of the Mind. 
As to his Perſon ; He was Tall, well Shap'd, His Perſon, 
Id Fair. His Aſpect was Comely, and hew'd Temper and 
feat ſweetneſs, mix'd with Life and Spright- Accompliſho. 
es. There was a venerable Gravity in *** 
s Look, a natural Modeſty, and ſincere O- 
enneſs. But in the Houſe of God, his coun- 
nance had ſomething in it, that look'd Hea- 
ly and Seraphical; anundiſſembled Piety, 
Devoutneſs that never can be imitated nor 
el, when it does not reſide in the Heart 4 
| an 
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and appear'd always eaſie and unforc'd, Hi 
natural and acquir'd Seriouſneſs, was temper{ 
with a very engaging Chearfulneſs in Conve. 
ſation. 

He was Maſter of the Accompliſhing,as ud 
as Neceſlary parts of Learning; had throug. 
ly digeſted the Greek and Roman Authon 
underſtood the French Language perfed 
well, and had made good progreſs in the H 
brew. In Philoſophy and Oratory, he er 
ceeded moſt of his Contemporaries in th 
Univerſity; and apply'd himſelf with pod 
ſucceſs, to Mathematicks and Muſick. In th 
courſe of his Studies, he read ſeveral of th 
Fathers; and among his Private Papers, I fl 
ſome parts of the Greek Fathers, particular 
Syneſius, Tranſlated by him into Englith. I 
had a Delicacy of Thought and Expreſli 
that is very rarely to be met with; ſo tht 
there was a particular Beauty and Flame, it 
any thing that he Compos'd, eſpecially upit 
Pious Subjects. He had a nice Taſte both 
Men and Books, and was very converſanti 
our beſt Englith Divines : But he particul: 
ly admir'd Hooker ; whom he us'd to coll 
mend, as an Author who writ with a Prill 
tive Spirit, but modern Judgment and 0 
rectneſs. All Books of Devotion he read wil 
with a very ſenſible Pleaſure, but was paſt 
cularly fond of two Authors, K:-mpis: and WM" 
les, and has left behind him a correct Trani 
tion of The Introduction to a Devout Life Wi 
ten by the latter. But the Holy Script 
were his conſtant and daily Study; my 
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them, he thought them, nay, he pray'd them over 
too, abundance of his Meditations taking their 

ſe fromthoſe paſſages of ſcripture he then read. 
Few underſtood, or practic'd better, the Arts 


Hy 
Per 


Nvel⸗ 


Sve of gentile Converſation; and none more in- 
bug. duſtriouſſy avoided all Diſcourſe that look d 
thor, ffected and vain, or any way ſeem d to aim 
fecit raiſing his own value. He ſeldom talk d 
ie Bey ith any, but (without deſigning it) he gain d 
ie e opon them, and had a particular Art of Ob- 


liging. His: Abilities for Buſineſs, are very 
well known to all the Officers of the Re venue, 
nd many Others, who had the experience of 
hem beſides: And thoſe who were oblig d 
to attend him, were ſo treated by him, as if 
it had been his Duty to wait on them: It 
being his great ſtudy to give every one Eaſe 
and Diſpatch; and none knew what Delays 
or Difficulties meant, where he was concern'd, 
or had power to remove them. | | 

But theſe are things of a lower nature (tho 
very excellent in themſelves) when compard 

th his Piety towards God, his Juſtice and 
Charity to Man, his Sobriety and Temperance 
with reſpe& to himſelf : I ſhall therefore in 
the Proſecution of this Work, conſider Mr. 
Bonnell as a Chriſtian ; and give the juſteſt 
account I can, from ſuch Materials as I have 
before me, of his diſcharging the ſeveral Du- 


" we owe to God, our Neighbour, and our 
delyes. | 
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2 The Exemplary LIFE of 
#1:: Lote zz The Love of God the firſt and greateſt d. 
God. ty of the Law, was what he earneſtly ende. © 

vourd to excite and confirm in his Soul, Hy 
Papers are full of excellent Meditations, to 
engage vs to love God, with all our Faculti Wh 
and Powers; and Penitential Complaints d 
his Loves falling ſo ſhort, both of his Du 
and Deſires. And he took the true way, v 
kindle this Heavenly Flame of Divine Loe 
in his Heart, even by frequently contemp W* 
ting thoſe Attributes of God, which are apt Wi 
eſt to command our Love; His infinite Good. © 
neſs and unlimited Bounty; His pater 
Care, and watchful Providence; But chief 
that ſtupendous Inſtance of his Love, the e 
demption of the World, by the Death au 
Paſſion of his Son. 
He had great and noble thoughts of Chi. 
ſtianity, and never reflected on the wonde- © 
ful Compaſſion of God in ſending his Son v 
Dye for us, without the ſtrongeſt Emotion 
of Love, and Thankfulneſe, and Wonder 
The Love of Chriſt was the Subject of ht 
daily Thoughts; It filld his Heart and en- 
ploy'd his Pen. And his Private Meditation 
upon the aſtoniſhing Love of our Redeent! 
do ſhew of what Spirit he was, that Composl 
them; a Spirit truly affected with that inf. 
nite Love, all over Humility and Gratitud, 
and overflowing with Love, Acknowledge 
ments and Praiſe. c 
I ſhall here Inſert a few of theſe Meditat. 
ons, by which the Reader may Judge of tit 
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James Bonnell E/q, 83 
© Can my Soul{ ſays he in one place )ever think Meditations 
© enough, O my God, of the wonders of thy to excite our 
© Love, in all that Thou haſt done for Thy Love to God. 
Creatures! That the Majeſty of Heaven, 
and the whole incomprehenſible Trinity, 
© ſhou'd be concern d and engag d, for our Re- 


du: 
nde: 
„ By 
IS, to 
ulties 
nts 0 


Du demption, when one word of Thine, O my 
ay, God, might have made infinitely more Crea- 
Loe tures than all the Sons of Men! By this 
ple the Holy Angels know, and wonder at the 
e ap: vnaccountable methods of thy proceeding : 


© One while, looking with adoration and a- 
© mazement on Thee, our common Creator 
and Lord; and another while, on us Men, 
' toſee whether we are not affected with the 
© like adoration and wonder, who are ſo 
© deeply concern d in it. Can ye, O Mortals, 
© (ſay they) be patient to let our God do all 
* this for you, and take no notice of it, as if 


3000. 
ternal 
chief 
he Re. 
h and 


Chi: 
Mnder- 


Son it were your Due, and not the Wonder of 
otion g © Heaven! Did you know, O Mortals, did 
onde, you know, what our God is, that does theſe 
of i: © things for you; did you know him, as we 
d en- know him, you wou'd ſhrink back at the 


ation © thoughts of it, and your Souls wou'd be o- 
emer, power d with confuſion. O too Stupid Men 
npos(8 Too highly favour'd, and too little ſenſible 
t inf of it, were it not that ſome few Souls among 
titud BW © you, have burning, and reverend thoughts 
ledg of this aſtoniſhing condeſcention, ſurely we 

chou d ſue to the Majeſty of our God, to 
ditat Wi © have leave to make you Examples of Ven- 
of til geance, for your Brutiſh Ingratitude, But, 
: Oye tender Souls, who honour, who adore 
e 
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The Exemplary LIFE of 


* our God, partake of the effects of his wot. Wil 4; 
< derful Clemency and Love; ſince it ba ve 
© pleas'd him ſo to proceed, ſo to condeſcend, ne 
ve envy you not this extraordinary effed of Bi ©: 
© his Grace, this miraculous Myſtery of h h 
_ © Goodneſs and unſearchable Wiſdom, whic th 
* we our ſelves deſire to look into and adore ne 
© not yet being able to comprehend it, ii f 
the conſummation of all things; But kno m. 
© withal, that ye can never do it enough. 0 :- 
then awaken your Souls, and think that tin: n. 
* ſadly loſt (to ingenuous and grateful Sp. ch 
* rits) in which you have not a continu Bl © 
* ſenſe of this before you; That God, vin a 
with one word he might have created Bein 

* more numerous and glorious than you ſhall cur Wil © 
be, yet hath choſen thus to deal with ri 
* with ſuch wonderful condeſcention, and n. 
* raculous methods of Love and Mercy. at! 
© Yes, O my Father! O my God, I vil | 

* continually contemplate and adore th 
* boundleſs Love: And tho' we cannot f. er 
* thom the reaſon of this thy Choice, yet nl :i 
cannot but ſee, that thou didſt deſign her- i: 
* by, to make us Creatures of Love. For eb. 

ven in this dark Vail, where our Capacit ll 
are fo narrow, and our Conceptions ſo in-; k 

perfect and weak; we cannot but ſee, ta 
* this wonderful Method that thou haſt taken, Nat 
* conſtrains us to love Thee. For this tho 
_ © haſt deſired to have us, (and deſired it A 
* earneſtly, as not to think much, to pay wml 
precious Blood to thy Fathers Juſtice, fu f 
our Ranſom, ) that thou mighteſt loye q i 

| ES. 


= - 


James Bonnell E/q; 


and we might love and adore Thee for e- 
ver. Where now is our Soul, that we run 
not haſtily to meet this thy Love ; and pro- 
ſtrate -our ſelves humbly before it! Shall 
the Son of God deſire us for his Love, and 
that at ſo dear a rate; (to ſnew us the ear- 
neſtneſs of his deſiring it) and ſhall we our 
ſelves be ſo Packward, to be at pains to be 
made worthy of it! So heavy, as not 
to conceive more highly of it! So dull, as 
not to deſire it more, and delight in the 
thoughts of it. Ah! moſt gracious Savi- 
our, ſhed abroad thy Love in our Hearts; 
and if we cannot love Thee as we ought, 
let ns, at leaſt, delight in the Thoughts 
of thy Love to us, and thy ſo earneſtly deſi- 
ring to have us for thy Love. Amer, 

The following Meditation, compos'd at a- 
other time, will properly ſucceed the former, 
breathing the ſame Spirit. 

* Ah Lord Jeſu! tho' thy Servants who 
enjoy thy Love, rejoice in it, and praiſe 
thee for it; yet ſurely, even they who want 
i, know how to prize it. Happy Souls that 


it! Is it nothing, for. poor Man to have 
leave to love the Son of God! Nothing for 
a Creature to have leave to love its Creator 
and Redeemer ? That ever it ſhould be 
permitted to ſuch as we are, to love Thee! 
And yet it is; ſo condeſcendingly gracious 
art Thou. But Ah! miſerable State of in- 
irm Nature, that we fnould know what it is 
thus to love Thee, and yet ſometimes be 
G 3 * withouz 


35 


breath thy Love, aud live in the free Air of 
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without this Love! Ah, that we might 
contented to be without our Food, on 
Cloaths, our Health, and even the Neceſſ. 
ries of Life, and all that is dear to us in th 
World, rather than be without thy Love 
But thy Love conſiſts not, in fond Expreſ. 
ons and Endearments of Words, hut in; 
Heart truly devoted to thy Service, andi 
the love of thy Will, and of thy Servant 
believe it Lord; yet why ſhow'd not al 
that is tender in our Souls, be ſacted i 
Thee alſo ! Why haſt thou given us fad 
tender Paſſions, if Thou ſhou'dſt not he th 
prime Obje& of them? O my God, Sine 
my Soul will be acting, vouchſafe to beit 
Center of it. What comfort is it to mei 
Life, to have a Soul, to have Paſſions, 
have any thing that is good, or fit fora 
Offering to Thee; and yet any of them! 
diverted from Thee! Lord, Thou hul 
made me capable of loving Thee; and I 
lue neither my Being, nor my Faculties, 0 
any Thing I have, but that I might aftal 
to the Happineſs of loving Thee. Thi 
art ever mindful of me, and continuall 
interceding for me: Iam aſham'd to in 
without loving Thee: I beg that I may! 
faithful to thy Service; but I beg alſo, ti 
I may begrateful to thy Goodnefs, and | 
* Thee with all my Powers. By all that! 
dear, by all that is tender, by all that is 
cut to us in thy whole Scripture, as the la 
© guape of thy paſſionate Soul; I imploreti 
© 1 may be permitted to Love Thee, be 
Wo EI | 5 F thi 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 


than at any time hitherto I have done; 
that I may live in thy Love, and breath it 
while I breath in Life. I am aſham'd, O 
my God, to beg this Privilege, yet aſham'd 


ght be 
1, Our 
eceſſy 
in thi 


Lore to be without it. Let thy Goodneſs pre- 
pre. vent my Deſires, and fill my Soul with what 
It in WF it humbly pants after. 


T - following Meditation is upon the ſame 
O Almighty Father, How coud'ſt Thou be 
willing, that the Son of thy love, the Lord 


andty 
Vans, 
not al 
red to 


s ig ]eſfus Chriſt, ſnou'd in the Fleſh, which he 
be r took upon him of the Bleſſed Virgin, bear 
| Sun part with us in thoſe Miſeries, which Sin 


be the 
mei 
ons, t 
for a 


had brought upon us! He, who was ſo per- 
jetty Innocent, that the Angels were not 
lo free from Sin as he! How cou'dſt thou 
be willing to be eſtrang'd, as it were, from 


hem E him fo long! Did not Thy Bowels yearn 
u h (for thou alloweſt us to conceive of Thee, as 
d of a moſt tender Parent) to think of thoſe 


Pains of Body, that Anguiſh of Mind, thoſe 


ies, 00 
Terrors of Soul, which he ſhou'd undergo 


> Aftll 


TB for our ſakes! How cou'dſt Thou not but 
inna check his too tender Compaſſion, when he 
to i oiicr'd himſelf to do all this for us! How 
may <ou'dit Thou not but ſay, O Son, thou art 
ſo, u too fond of thy Creatures! Tis true, they 
nd l are thy Creatures, and made more peculiar- 
that WF! after thy Image; yet they deſerve not 
at is H ſuch Pains, ſuch Condeſcenſion and Suffer- 
he Lal ings from Thee. On the contrary, O our 
"re ti moſt gracious God, thou haſt ſo loved us, as 
bett „ G 4 ET © 9 


88 The Exemplary LIFE of 
to give thy Son for us; ſo loved us, asty 
love him for his exceſs of Love, and pit 

and Goodneſs towards us. All that is 600 

conſpir'd. in this adorable Myſtery of Log 

to Man. When Thou, O Father! coudl 
patiently ſee the innocent Jeſus tor mente 

for our ſakes. When Thou, O Lord d 

Glory, in thy Humane nature, cou'dſt ben 

a part with vs in the ſaddeſt Effects of Sin 

and all becauſe Thou didſt love us, andt 

bring us to love Thee; that thereby Tha 

mighreſt raiſe us to the higheſt degree d 

Glory, which infinite Love cou'd contrive, 

tor thoſe whom it intended to Honour: 

When Thou haſt thus Loved us, Suffer 

and Dy'd for us; What ſhall we Say, Whi 

ſhall we Think, of this thy Love? Wha 

ſhall we think of our Selves, for whom d 

this is done? Whar of thy Wrath, whid 

we hereby avoid; O boundleſs Ocean i 

overflowing Love! Let the ſenſe of ite 

ver fill our Souls, that we may adore it, at 

cording to its unmeaſurable Greatneh t 

May all the humble Praiſe that Creatute 

can pay, be the conſtant tribute of our Souls 

to this thy Love. May all that is our Soul 

and all that is our Body, even to every + 

tom, be full with Zeal to Praiſe thy Good 

neſs. And when we find our ſelves t0 
weak, to expreſs our full ſenſe of thy Love; 

May we call upon, and join with Angel 

and Arch-angels, and all the Company d 

Heaven, to laud and magnifie thy glorios 

Name, Amen. . | 
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In another place, is the enſuing Meditation 
pon thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 1. 8. 
hom having not ſeen ye love. 

« Bleſſed Lord, can I hear of any thing 

generouſly or bravely done, by ſuch whom 
thou haſt endu'd with Celeſtial or Humane 

Virtues, and not be mov'd to love the Per- 
ſon who acted them, eſpecially if ſuch a one 
be the Deliverer of his Country, and by 
whom, I my ſelf, or others at this Day reap 
ſignal benefits. Who can read of Davids 
act againſt Goliah, and not have their Souls 
knit to him as well as Jonathan who did 
ſee him. And if he were any where ſtill a- 


ti 
bi 
00 
on 
ud 
tel 
d d 
bent 
{ diu, 
nd U 
Tha 
ree 0 
rive, 
nout: 


offer live and might be ſeen, who wou'd not be 
Wray dclirous to pay him Honour, Reſpect and 
Wray Love 2 - Lord Thou liveſt, who haſt done fo 
om a ercat Things for us; who can but love what 
Wia Thou haſt done? Who can but love the 
ean u Meckneſs and Goodneſs wherewith Thou 


of ite 


haſt done them? Who can but Love, 
> 1t, ae 


Honour, and Eſteem Thee who haſt done 


acne\Wthem? When we behold Thee in the Ago- 
eaturo ny of Love and Fear; Fear deterring Thee, 
r Sound Love engaging Thee to ſuffer, when 
ur Save behold Thee ſpeaking ſuch words of 


Love and Tenderneſs as never Man ſpoke, 
to his Deareſt Friend: Are we Marble 
Lord, are we harder than Flint? Do we 
change our nature and become otherwiſe to 
Thee than we are to all the World beſides? 


but let us Love Thee as becomes the 3 
een « nels 


O let us at leaſt equal Thee with thy Crea- + 
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| * neſs of the Object, and long, O Graciog 
© Jeſn to pay our Homage to thy preſence 
© whom abſent we adore. Amen, 

The Compariſon betwixt the Love 0 
Cariſt and his Servants with the Love d 
David and Jonathan, he elſewhere purſues in 
the following manner. 

We cannot hear the Story of the Low 
of Jonathan and David, without being aſſt. 
ed with it; and why, but becauſe of tle 
* earthly Grandure there is in it; a Gilid 
© defeated, a Robe and Belt, a Royal Tabl, 
* the Jealouſie of a King; all which Ma 
are naturally apt to revere, theſe all 
* Grandure, and Grandure Afﬀectingneh u 

_ © to the Story. 

* Awaken thy Mind, my Soul, open th 
Eyes: Behold a greater Love than bo 
5 theirs is here; get up above the rod 
© level of this World; raiſe up thy head! 
< while, and ſee as Angels ſee, and think! 
Angels think: Thoſethings that are hic 
ly eſteemed among Men, are low in the ſi 
of God, Here is the true Grandure, he 
© is that which affects the minds of Angel 
The only Son of God on the one fide, al 
© the Princes of his Kingdom on the otit 
Here they ſeem mean and contemptidl 
but to thoſe Bleſſed Spirits who knowll 
© Rank reſerv'd for them in Heaven, and 
* vacant Thrones belonging to each of tit 
they appear with true greatneſs, Thel 
* kens of this Love, are Jewels of Immoſt 
* Stamp, not an Earthly Robe, that fits i 
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cio on him that gives it, but the very Body and 
ence WF Blood of the Giver. The Acts of this 
Love, are an effectual Reconcilement of his 
ve friends to God the Father, tho? with the 
ve a Expence of his Glory, and Life. And on 
les u both ſides, this act is mutual, of ſacrificing 
all they had, and Life it ſelf for each o- 
Lov ther. The Expreſſions of this Love are the 
affe. moſt ſolidly Endearing, the moſt ſubſtanti- 
of tie ally Tender, without Extravagance, Fond- 
Cala neſs or Pomp; not with ſtrain d appellati- 
Table ons, but in the natural Terms of Children 
h Mei and Friends: As the Father hath loved me, ſo 
ſe a have 7 loved yon; let not your Heart be trou- 
nels U bled; be of good chear. My Peace I leave 
with you, 1 will ſee you again. The Circum- 
en ti [ances of this Love, are his glorious Reſur- 
n bo rection, with the Miniſtration of Angels, 
round opening the Priſon Gates, and his Trium- 
heal UW phal Aſcenſion with the whole Quire of 
hink Angels attending; Promiſing at the ſame 
re hi time to be mindful of his poor (but great) 
the (00 Friends whom he left here behind, in the 
re, h midſt of his and their Enemies: Nor was 
Ange be unmindful of them afterwards, like Pha- 
de, M 70445 Buttler : But when his Martyr Stephen 


e ot was over born by the violence of his Perſecu- 


tors, he cauſed the Heavens to open to ſhew to 
this his beloved Friend, that be beheld him in 
lisconflict, and would immediately bring him 
to his own glory. Had he by Angels taken him 
lait up to himſelf from the midſt of their Con- 
tory, the Scene wou' d not have been greater 
thoſe Heavenly Spectators, than as he was 


TY 
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may judge of the ſincerity, and fervency' 


do the adorable Myſtery of our Reden 
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pleas d to manage it. For as we laugh # 
the Rage which our Enemies expreſs again 
the Dead Bodies of our Friends, ſo do th 
Angels in Heaven at the Rage of Men : 
gainſt our living Bodies here, being only; 
Lump of Clay and Corruption, which mul 
be ſow'd before it can be quickn'd, and pi 
off Mortality, before it can be inveſted with 
Glory. 5 5 
O poor ſighted Mortals; That thi 
Scene does not appear to you with that 
Grandure as the Loves of Earthly Pri. 
ces, when to the Bleſſed Inhabitants of th 
other World, it appears fo heroick, aut 
fills their thoughts with more affecting jo 
and wonder than all the Earthly Pomp coil 
do ours: This noble Scene of Love bt 
tween our Bleſſed Lord and his Servant, 
from his firſt quitting his Glory for ther 
ſakes, to the laſt Act of Love that ſhall a 
pear on this Earthly Stage at the fil 
confummation of all things. How Divine 

ly great will theſe Stories appear in the At 
nals of Eternity, to entertain that Bleſkd 
© Society with, through never ending days0 
JJV 
I ſhall add but one Meditation more vpe 
his Love to Cod; and that has a particular fe 
lation to Gods Laws and Commandments) 
which, with what goes before, the Read 
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this his Divine Love, eſpecially with reſpt 


James Bonnell Eſq; 
c Pſal. 119. 127. 1 love thy Command. 
ments above Gold and Precious ſtones. 
© The Commandments of God, are the 
Rule of our Life; the Revelation of the 
Holy Will of God, the means of perfect- 
ing our Nature, and making us ever happy, 
50 paſſionately did David love them, that 
he had rather all the Jewels of his Crown 
ſhowd be loſt, than one of them taken away. 
(Not one of them are to be ſpar'd, they are 
all adorable, all to be beloved.) Who wou'd 
be content to loſe one of his Members, tho? 
not Eſſential to his Life? But the Command- 
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„ antWnents of God, are Links of the Chain of E- 
ng e ernity, as much worth as Heaven and Im- 
cou rortality: Who can but love that which 
ve de holy, juſt and good? What true Ser- 
rvants ant of God, can but love every Declara- 
r theton of the Will of his Heavenly Father? 
zal it not condeſcention enough to captivate 
e fnd@ur Hearts, that the Almighty ſhou'd re- 
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he At 
Bleſſ af 
de 


ſeal his Will to us? Better Heaven and 
arth ſnou d paſs away, than one tittle of the 
wot God ſhou'd be withdrawn. I love then 
rery Commandment of my God, even that 
lich moſt contradicts my ſinful and natu- 
al Inclinations; and wou'd not wiſh it to 
taken out of the number, for a Thouſand 


Tre updl 


Ioly, (his Will is our Santlification) and I 
nt be happy without being like him; nor 
ul be like him that is Holy, if any part of 
His Law ſhou'd be withdrawn. O Al- 
ity God, give yato us the increaſe of thy 
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Vorlds. For I know the Will of my God is 
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* Grace; and that we may obtain that wii 
© Thon doſt Promiſe, make us to love thy 
* which Thou doſt Command, through Jes 
: © Chriſt our Lord. Aen. 

His Humili- Thus did Mr. Bonnell love God, with 
25. his Heart and Soul; and upon this Founds 
on, were all the other Graces of Chriſtiagi 
ſtrongly built: But none took earlier at 
deeper Root in his Soul, than Humility: Th 
virtue ſo peculiar to Chriſtianity, ſo becon 
ing a Creature and a Sinner. How ſoon ti 
Grace took poſſeſſion of his Heart, appe 
from the account already given of his en 
piety ; particularly his care to conceal i 
keeping Faſting-days at the Univerſity : A 
afterwards it encreaſed and improved with 
Life; it being his conſtant Study and Prajt 
to be like Him whom he fo dearly loved; a 

be lowly in heart as our Redeemer was. 
None coud more induſtriouſly avoid; 
approaches to Pride and Vain-Glory; 
when ever he was ſurprized into afecretW 
placency, at Eſteem and Praiſe, cod bel 
humbled before God, for it; and morel 
terly bewail it. He always aggravate! 
Fault in himſelf, repreſented it in its blad 
Dreſs, and was his own ſevereſt Accuſer. 
private Papers are full of Arguments ag 
Pride, Meditations upon the deformity d 
Sin, and devout Prayers to be protected 
its Aſſaults: Some of Theſe I ſhall inſert 
both to ſhew us how truly Humble It! 
and to engage us to follow his Example 


( 
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© My Yoke is eaſy, and my Burden light, 

Matt. 11. 30. 2 
Didſt Thou, O bleſſed Lord, feel ſo many His Veda. 
inconveniences, and endure ſuch Contra- 3 
diction of Sinners? Didſt Thou come from“ Y 
Heaven, to be a Man of Pain and Sorrows? 

To be deſpiſed among thy Friends, ſlander- 

ed and blaſphem'd by thy Enemies, and not 

to have where to lay Thy Head? Wert 
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deco Thou oppos'd in all thy Endeavours to do 
on Hood, and ill requited for many of thy Mer. 
appeaWicics? Coud'ſt Thou hear thy ſelf call'd a 
is calWricnd of Publicans and Sinners; a Glutton 
ceal Md Wine-bibber, and a Confederate with 
cc the Prince of the Devils? And 
with et coud'ſt Thou ſay, Ay Toke is eaſy, and 
pra ) Burden is light. O what love was that 
ved e Man, which made ſuch great Troubles 


8. ind Miſeries ſeem light and eaſy ! Shou'd 


avout be faid, How can this be? Thou thy 
ory; Wit giveſt us the Reaſon, For I am mee and 
cret Mr i Heart; and 'tis this, in the midſt of 
4 be Troubles, that procures reſt to my Soul. 
more Me then to be cloathed with thy Humility, 
avatel WS ſo far from being a Burden, that like our 
its bia al Garments, it ſerves to defend us from 


cuſer. e injuries of the Air and Weather; from 
ents 2 crcing Cold and ſcorching Heat; from 
nity de cold of Diſdain and Want; and the 
ected Meat of Injuries and Perſecutions. 
inſert Hear then, O my Soul, the charming 
ble be Wb Euage of thy kind Saviour! Put on the 
amp loths that he wore, Humility and Meek- 
£5; in which he found ſo much eaſe, and 
9 
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low in Heart, as Thou wert? But yh 
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* which will bring ſo much Reſt to the 
© And grant, O my dear Saviour, that Im 
< groan to be cloath d upon with Thy Robe, 
© and out of love to Thee, may think thx 
Work eaſy ; which by making me like The 
(in Humility and Meekneſs) will make] 
other things eaſy to me, and bring true ai 
eternal Reſt to my Soul. Amen. 
To the ſame purpoſe does he argue nil 
himſelf in another place, as follows. 

© Lord, Thou inviteſt me to come um 
© Thee for caſe ; But is it not by beconiy 


A 


means /owly in Heart? Surely there is ah 
lineſs that is not in Heart: An affected ſte 
of Humility before Men, while Pride m 
yet reign Within. Outward Fawn 
* Aﬀected Complaiſance, or Submiſſivend 
is not that /owlineſs of Heart which will zi 
© us eaſe; while at the ſame time, we n 
grow impatient at an Affront, and not bt 
© ble to bear an Outrage. If our Heart 
© within vs at an Injury, and be put int 
© Tomulr by a ſlight or diſreſpect, it ispl 
© that we have not eaſe, and conſequel 
have not learn'd to be lowly in Heart, 
We find Three correſpondent EM 
© ſions, us'd by our Bleſſed Saviour; Vu 
* Heart, Pure in Heart, and Lom) in Jl 
* All which muſt refer to the inward 
ments and affe&ions of our Minds, 1 
* poſition to the uſual acceptation oft 
Words: Poor, Pure, and Lowly,when app 
< to outward things: And that in wid, 
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Al ſeem to agree, is Deſire. Thus he is 
poor in Heart, who Deſires not Riches, whe- 
ther he hath them or not; he is pure in 
Heart, who Deſires not fenſual Pleaſure, 
whether he is capable of it or not; and he 
is lowly in Heart, who Deſires not Honour, 
whether he hath it or not : And theſe De- 


God and Heaven and Eternity as not to de- 
fre Wealth, nor be troubled at the Diſre- 
ſpe& of Men ; and to dread that Pleaſure, 
which ſhou'd make us unworthy of Pleaſure, 
in the favour of God. 


Heart, is converfing with another World; 
for that renders us uncapable of being 
Proud of any thing that Men can do to us. 
What cares a truly learned Man, to be 
thought learned by Peaſants? They will 
think the ſame, of One that has no other 
+ ning, but hard Words; nay, perhaps, 

will think ſuch a one, more learned than he 
ho is truly ſo. What cares that happy 
Soul, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven, for 


They value me, ſays he, for my ontward 
Figure, Beauty, Riches, Wit, Accompliſh- 
ments, that is, for Trifles: Theſe things 
d fe don't make me valuable 5 *tis real Goodneſs 


only is of value: And God only, is Judge 
df this; becauſe it lies in the Heart; Men 


fires all proceed from this Principle, that 
ie ſo value unſeen things, the things of 


That therefore which makes us lowly in 


the judgment of the Men of this World? 


does that, in reſpect of that World which .. 


? of 
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_ © of this World, are no more Judges of it, 


than Peaſants are, of Learning. lf they 
think well of me, it is but by accident; a 
© meer chance; they gneſs at it, and may as 
well gueſs wrong as right; and ſhall I think 
my ſelf more valuable for their gueſſing? If [ 
am good I am indeed more valuable for be- 
ing ſo, not for their thinking me fo. But if 
Thou, my God, doſt not think me ſo, wo 
be to me; their judgment will do me 
© little ſervice. | 

In another place, I find the followingPrayer, 

© Lord, it is not enough, that thou giveſt 


me leave to think of Thee; give me a 


Heart alſo, to think humbly of my ſelf: lt 
© js not enough, That thou openeſt me a Glade 
to look towards Thee; O ſhut up the 
World on each ſide alſo, from my Eyes. 
* For the remembrance of having thought on 
* Thee, will not yield me pleafure ; If I can- 
© not think on Thee, without being moved 
< to conſider, what the World will think of 
. me. If thou giveſt me leave to think on 
© Thee, O let me gain this by it; to know 
my ſelf to be Nothing, and the World worſe 
© than Nothing. And, O Lord! O graci 
© ous Goodneſs, heal my Soul, and change the 
* Evil affections that are there; and then 
* ſhall I neither think of the World, nor of 
© my ſelf, but of Thee, who art the only Cen- 
© ter and Happineſs of my Soul. Amen. 
It is probable that ſome commendations 


- which he met with for his Piety, gave occa · 


fion to the following Prayer, 
n to tne 1 g Pray « Wi 
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When, O when ſhall it be, Gracious 
Lord, that I ſhall be content with thy Judg- 
* ment of me, without looking further, or 
t conſidering what others think of me? 
© St. Anthony us'd to hear the Devil often 
* crying out make way for the Servant of the 


Lord, behold the beloved of God: Or ſuch 


like. In his ſolitude the Devil diſcovered 


* himſelf more plainly to him than he does 


to us whoſe thoughts are involv'd in the 
* multiplicity of worldly matters: Yet we 


may be ſure the Devil is in all ſach ſounds 


come they from the Mouths of never ſo good 
* Perſons, we may well have leave to ſay gc 
© thee behind me Satan. O make me watchful and 
careful of my ſelf that I be not circum- 


* vented by his Deceits and the fraud and 


* treachery of my own ſinful Heart. Amen. 

And how his Prayers for Humility, were 
anſwer'd; and what a happy progrels he 
made in that heavenly Virtue, the following 
Meditation will ſhew. 

To adminiſter Arſenic, is no injury to 2 
* Man, that has made Poifon his Diet. A 
* little Diſreſpe& is no injury to me, who 
love my own Abjection; who can, God be 
* bleſſed, bear a great many Slights and At- 
* fronts, ' nay, and delight in them too, But 
* how or on what Ground is it that a Man 


can love his own Abjection? It is becauſe 
*I believe theſe Slights and Affronts 
ſent on purpoſe by God, fer the 


good of my Soul: Itake them as tokens of 
x his Love, and therefore 1 love them. Shou'd 
. he encreaſe my Eſtate, or cauſe great Pre- 
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& ſents and Honours to be given me, I ſhor'd 


„ not ſo heartily delight in them, becauſe [ 


© ſhow'd not ſo ſurely know, that they were 
« fent out of love, and for the good of my 
© Soul. But all things that cauſe my Abjecti- 
on, I am ſure, are /o ; having a natural ten- 
c dency to this end, namely, the bettering my 
Mind. I immediately find that they take 
my Heart off from the World, that they a- 


9 S > 


introduce a due eſteem of my ſelf, and that 
Humility, in which conſiſts the ſafety of my 
© Soul, and by conſequence the joy of my 
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* Liſe. 


Thus did he conquer Pride and Vanity in 
himſelf; and no Man ſeems to have been bet- 
ter acquainted with the Remedies that are 
moſt proper for that outragions Diſtemper ; 
which, ſome of his Advices, will ſufficiently 
make appear. a 

If you are ſubject ( ſays he,) to Spiritual 
* Pride, go to Prayers, to Churches, where 
* you are not known; and ſhift Churches, 
that you may not ſeem conſtant. Bur if 
you have ſurmounted this weakneſs, keep 
© to the ſame Church where you are known; 
< that your Example may edifie Others, as well 
© as the Prayers edifie your ſelf. | 

In another place, he preſcribes this Cure 
for Vanity. | e 
When your fit of Paſſion lies in Vanity, 
converſe not with the things that make you 
think much of your ſelf; Read rather than 
* Write, Hear rather than Speak: Talk 

not 
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bate my Pride (which is atickling Pain) and 
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© not of your Self, of your Sickneſs, or your 
© Health, ef your Love or Diſlike, of your 
* way of Living or Humour, or any thing 
that belongs to you. 

To the ſame purpoſe is the following Me- 
ditation. | 

* Watch and be Sober. x Theſſ. 5. 7. Be 
Sober be Vigilant. 1 Pet. 5. 8. Whatever 
makes our Minds drunk, is oppelite to this 
© Sobriety 3 and every thing that makes us 
* think unreaſonably, does thus Intoxicate 


* us, that is, makes us think otherwiſe, than 


* ſober Reaſon wou'd dictate to us; which 
js the true Notion of Drunkenneſs. Moſt 


* ſorts of Pleaſures do this, but particularly, 


* that which we take in the Eſteem of Men. 
" Theſe unhappy words, IJ and Me, what a 
* Ferment do they raiſe in our Blood]! How 


© troubleſome yet pleaſing! How unquietly 


* importunate, how fond are we, to talk and 
* tell Stories of our ſelves! And yet how 


* ſick does it make our Souls! If we hear our 


* ſelves well ſpoken of, it may perhaps paſs 
over, and we may recover our Minds. Vet 
there is danger, that even this will return 
again to our Thoughts, and perhaps when 
ve are better employ'd. But ſurely I had 
* almoſt as willingly meet the Devil (under 
* Gods Chain) as theſe Thoughts ; that is, 


the Devil in his ugly and frightful Dreſs, as 


in this (for it is the Devil ſtill) Tawdry, 
pleaſing Diſguiſe. If then there be ſo much 
danger, from a few words tranſiently ſpo- 
* ken ; What ſhall we ſay, when we put forth 
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* all our ſtrength for hours together, in com: 
© pany; to ſhew our Parts, our Reaſon, our 


Learning, or whatever elſe we pleaſe our 


ſelves, or may pleaſe others in. What is 
this but to bath our ſelves in Poiſon, and let 
it ſoak into our Blood, and fill all our 
Veins! Lord in the midſt of what ſnares 
do we walk; on what Precipices do we 
* ſtand / It is a Miracle of thy Almighty 
© Goodneſs, that makes it poſſible for Crea- 
+ rures thus beſet, to be ever able to get to 
Heaven. Nothing leſs than thy Mercy and 
* Power, cou'd fave us out of them. | 
Agreeable to all theſe Meditations, Advi- 
ces, and Prayers, was Mr. Bonnell's Practice. 
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A modeſt unaffected Humility appear'd in his 


Words, his Actions and very Countenance: 
Not (as he himſelf, in one place, deſcribes this Vir- 
tue) an affected Humility, ſuch as deſires to be ta. 


len notice of; but ſuch a true Humility, as make! 


is firſt look upon our ſelves as Nothing; and then, 
not ſo much as once reflett, whether others tal 
notice of us, or no: Such a true Humility, tha 


diffuſes it ſelf through the whole Body and Soul; 
| That influences and impregnates every Motion, 


Thought, and Word; that ſhines in every geſtutt, 
and look, and all our Deportment. + . 
hut this Spirit of Humility, did in a parti 
cular manner, direct and govern his Devotr 


ons. He ſometimes found that ſing his Voit 


in Private Prayer, was of great uſe to him, 
Lo quicken his Zeal, and keep his Thought 
attentive 5 and he always had his Lodging ſo 
contriv'd. that he might uſe his Voice witnoll 
being heard; and in his Sickneſs, he never b 
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James Bonnell Ei, 
fore his Marriage) allow'd any one to he 
conſtantly in the Room with him; becauſe 
the preſence, even of a Servant, reſtrain'd 
him from Praying with his Voice. And af- 
ter Marriage, he was not pleasd when any 
were preſent upon thoſe occaſions, but She 
alone, with whom he was free from theſe Re- 
ſerves. Such deep impreſſions had Humility 
made in his Soul, that no Sickneſs, no Pain, 
cou'd in the leaſt get the better of it. 

His Charity to the Poor, tho? very great 
and extenſive for his Fortune, (as will be af- 
terwardsſhewn) yet was always manag'd with 
the greateſt Secrecy and Modeſty imaginable 
it being his great endeavour to conceal it as 
much as poſſible ; of which we may be con- 
vinc'd by the following Meditation, wherein 
he enquires, why, by doing our Alms openly, 
we have no Reward. | | . 

The end of Alms is not ſolely to relieve 
* the poor; for what was the Widows Mite 


* (which yet was a great Charity) to this pur- 


* poſe ? God needs not our Alms for this 
* end, no more than he did the Sacrifices 
of old, to enrich himſelf. Al the Beaſts of 
the Foreſt are mine, ſaith God. In like man- 
* manner with one act of His Will, He cou'd 

* enrich (if he thought ſit) all the Foor in 
the World. But he requires our Alms, as 
he did the Sacrifices of old, only as Teſtimo- 
* nies, or Fruits of the inward Graces of our 
* Minds. A Sacrifice, without Contrition 


© was a vain Oblation; but the Sacrifices of 


* God,are a broken Heart, Again, the Poor 
* are as truly reliey'd by Alms without Cha- 
| H 4 5 TITY; 
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* rity, as with it; which ſhews, that the Reli 
* of the Poor, is not primarily intended by 
God, but a ſincere Deſire of pleaſing him. 
* *Tis then the inward Graces of the Mind, 
© that are rewarded by God; ſuch as, true 


© Humility, Contempt of the World, Reli- 


* ance on Gods Providence, and ſincere de- 
* ſire to pleaſe him; which Graces cannot he 
in the Mind of One that affects to do his 
© Alms openly. For what Humility is there 
in one that is greedy of vain Glory? What 
* reliance on Gods Providence, in One, that 
thinks to purchaſe Favours from the World, 
by ſhews of Goodneſs? What contempt 
of the World, in one that Trafficks with it, 
* and hopes for Rewards from it? What 


© fincere Deſire to pleaſe God, in one that 


above all things, ſeeks to pleaſe Men. So 
© then, here being no Graces to be rewarded, 
no Reward is to be expected. In ſum, out- 
* ward Acts have the outward Rewards; 


which, by the eſtabliſh'd Laws of God in 


* Nature, ariſe from them, as Trees ſpring 
* from Seeds ; hut the inward and ſpiritual 
Ads of the Mind, have ſpiritual and eter- 
nal Rewards Aſſign'd them by God. 

* Vain-Glory is oppoſite, not only to one 
Grace, but eats out the Life of all Graces in 
our Souls, We have great reaſon therefore, 

to watch againſt this Vice with all our care, 
eſpecially in Religious Matters: For if the 

Light that is in us be Darkneſs, How great is 
* that Darkneſs? If the Good we do, be prin- 
Eo TT no S 
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* cipally deſign'd to pleaſe Men, How void 
are we of all Goodneſs! | 
He us'd to wiſh there were ſome Church in 
Dublin, wherein the Holy Sacrament were 
Adminiſtred every Lords-Day; For going a- 


bout from Church to Church (he ſaid,) had ſome- 
thing of Oſtentation init, and *twas with difficul- 


ty, that he at laſt conquer'd this Scruple. And 
when he went to Churches to which he was 
not accuſtomed, he generally choſe the moſt 
private Place, where he might be leaſt ob- 

ſerv'd, and leaſt diſturb'd; and when he was 
ſo happily plac'd he always continu'd upon his 
Knees, at his Private Devotions, till the Pub- 
lick Service began. But if he was forc'd to 
be ſatisfi'd with a more Publick Seat, and 


there were company about him, he ſhortn'd 


his Private Prayers, that he might not be ta- 
ken notice of; For he avoided being ſingu- 
lar and remarkable in all his Actions, much 
more in thoſe of Religion ; in them he aim'd 
at ſomething greater than Fame, more laſting 
and ſubſtantial than the vain applauſe of 
Men, even thoſe Praiſes which are endleſs, 
and that Honour which never can decay. 
But his Opinion of the Secrecy of Reli- 
gious Actions, and his Practice too, the Rea- 
der will beſt learn from himſelf in the Two 
following Meditations 3 which are ſtill far= 
ther Inſtances of his Humility, and his great 
Watchfulneſs againſt whatever had the leaſt 
tendency to Vanity. OTE. 
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My Right Hand (ſays he,) is the Grace 
of God; My Left, my Spiritual Friend, 
In Acts of Devotion, Faſting and Charity, 
© am to be exceeding Nice, how [ let one of 
< theſe know, what the other enables me to 
do. To ſound a Trumpet, and tell all the 
World what you do, is certainly a Mark 
© of a diſſolute and unſpiritual Mind, not 
* ambitious of Heavenly Rewards, nor ſenſi- 
* ble of Spiritual Pleaſures. To reveal theſe 
< only to a Spiritual Friend, may perhaps in 
© ſome caſes be neceſſary ; But if you wou'd 
be perfect, ſubject them only to the Eyes 
of God; He will be your ſufficient Coun» 
* cellour. For the advantages you may reap 
© by revealing them to Men, in any prudent 
* inſtructions or encouragements, will not 
< countervail the hazard you undergo of ſelf- 
© complacency, in the Opinion, another may 
© have in your being Devout, Mortifi'd, or 
Charitable; and of loſing your Comfort; 
the greateſt encouragement you have to per- 
* {iſt in thoſe charming Duties, which whol- 
ly loſe their ſweetneſs, when you in any 
* meaſure ſink into Fleſh and Blood; your 
© Comfort, I fay, which wholly conſiſts in 
© acquitting your ſelf in ſecret, to your Hea- 
a roomy Father, and approving your {elf to 

in * | 
The other Meditation is as follows. 
© We loſe (ſays he,) ſomething of ſpiritual 

* ſtrength (as Sampſon did) by diſcovering ſe- 
* cret Tranſactions between God and our 
* Souls ; for this gives our Conſcience a o_ 
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ſince it tends to magnihe our ; ſelves, and 
looks like boaſting of ſecret favours, which 
© is a means of leſſening favours among 
© Men. If what I ſpeak of this ſort- tends to 
* magnifie my ſelf, as being a Favourite of 
© God, I cannot be too jealous of my ſelf, be- 
* cauſe our Hearts are deceitful, and very 
treacherous; and ſomething of ſecret Pride 
will be apt to ſteal in upon us, in ſuch rela- 
tions. If 1 tell of Raptures, and Elevati- 
tions, vouchſafed to me in Prayer; of ar- 
dent deſires after the holy Communion, and 
* longings for Heaven and the like; I muſt be 
< well made indeed, and ſtrongly arm'd with 
© the Grace of God within me, if 1 do all 
this, only for the Edification of my Neigh- 
© bour, and to provoke him to praiſe God on 
my behalf, without any By-delign ro recom- 
© mend my ſelf to his Eſteem. 3 

It is now time to conſider, Mr. Bonnell, with 
reſpect to other Virtues, beſide Humility : I 
ſhall therefare conclude this part of his Cha- 
racter with rhe following Prayer. 


N A & & 


8 


While I walk the Streets, let not my 
Head ſeem full of Buſineſs; but what I de- 


* delight in, and deſire always: Let Head 
and Heart be full of my Saviour. Take 
* from me, O my God, a haughty Gate, a 
* proud Look, and ſupercilions Forehead, I 
* conſider how my Redeemer walk'd the 
© Streets of Jeruſalem, how modeſtly and 
* plainly he was Apparel'd, how little he co- 
* veted to make a Figure, how little to ſee 
or be ſeen, how meek and humble his Beha- 
* viqur was, how far from ſtriving, or quar- 
S relling, 
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© relling, or lifting up his Voice in the Streets; 
Let my Deportment, O my God, be ſuch 
© as if I walk'd with Thee then, for Thou doſt 
* vouchſafe to walk with me now. 

One, ſo humble as Mr. Bonnell was, cou'd 
hardly fail to be Meck and Patient; and ſuch 
he was in a very high degree. Thoſe who 
convers'd with him, faw a Spirit of Meeknefs 
and Gentleneſs in his Words and Actions, and 


Behaviour: And it cou'd hardly be other 
wiſe, but that he who was fo lowly in his own 


Eyes, muſt receive injuries from Men, with 
great meekneſs; and corrections from God, 
with ſubmiſſion and Patience. For he very 
juſtly eſteem'd Pride the Parent of moſt of 
our Diſorders, particularly of Anger, Impa- 
tience, and Revenge. To this purpoſe he 
expreſſes himſelf in the following Meditation. 

© I have a Notion that the Sting of all 
* Affliction is Pride; tis this gives a pungen- 
cy to every Grievance, and makes it plerce 
our Heart. Others Bruiſe, but do not 
* Wound us; they ſit heavy on. us without, 
© but do not gnaw and fret us within. Iam 
not perhaps afraid of loſing my Eſtate ; but 
I am afraid of loſing my Value and Reputa- 


(tion in the World. I am not afraid of a 


Low Condition, but I am afraid of Con- 
© tempt. I am not afraid- of - Sickneſs and 
< Death, but Lam afraid of Scornful Pity; | 


© am not afraid of a Plague, ofa War, or a 


* Famine; but I am afraid of an Inſulting 
© Enemy, and the. Tyranny of one that Hates 


me. Upon this reaſon alſo it is true what 


David 
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+ David ſays; It is better to fall into the Hands 
© of God, than of Men. For we have no diſ- 
pute whether we ſhou'd humble our ſelves 


. 
. 


before God or no; But the difficulty of 
doing this to Men, creates us all our uneaſi- 


neſs. If Perſons are Impoveriſh'd, or Sick, 


gor ſuffer from Heaven, they ſeem to have 
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no Religion, if they are not capable of Con- 
ſolation; but if they groan under the Voke 
of an Imperious Man, and are Chain'd to 
him as his Slaves, they muſt have the higheſt 
top and perfection of Religion to admit of 
comfort ; fince the laſt Vice, which Religi- 
has to diſpoſſeſs and Conquer, is Pride. Job 
felt all the Blows of Heaven, with an un- 
wounded Soul; and the reaſon is becauſe 
the Stroakes of Heaven drive us to humble 
our ſelves before God, dethrone Pride, and 
calm the Soul. But the perpetual Grate- 
ings of an ill naturd: inſulting Man, 
whom you muſt every day ſee, and yet with 


dread and boyling of Heart; this ſtirs up 


our natural Choler, foments and awakens 


' Pride,and renders our Miſery inſupportable. 


'Tis the Boiling of Cholerick Humours in 


our Body, with which our Soul is ſo tender- 


ly touch'd, and ſo nearly ſympathizes; that 
is the Sting of all Affliction, and this is Pride. 


This is the fatal Ferment, that no conſidera- 


, 


tion can allay. O Lord, my God, grant 
that I may purge ont this old Leaven, even 
the Leaven of Pride and Malice; and then 


' whatſoever Afflictions, Diſeaſes, Troubles, 


. 
& 


befal me, I ſhall find Peace: Peace with my 
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© ſelf, Peace with Men, and Peace with Thee; 


< for the Yoke of my humble and meek Savi- 
© our, does indeed bring Reſt and Peace to 
© theSoul. Amen. Td CE 
In another place, he gives the following 
reaſon, why moſt People reſent Injuries, at 
the rate they do. 
© We ſtomach (ſays he) Injuries that we 


© think are done to us; we fling and throw 


© under them: But it is not the Injuſtice 
* done vs, that we ſo much reſent; as that 
© the Pride of our Hearts makes us think 
© our ſelves ſo Conſiderable, that no Body 
© ovght to diſturb our Repoſe. Alas, if we 
lay it aſide, we ſhall ſee reaſon enough, why 
< thejuſt Providence of God ſnhou'd give con- 
© ſtant Diſturbance to our Repoſe; and that 
< we ſhou'd not ſtomach, nor be angry at it; 
© but meekly, compoſedly, and thankfully ac- 
© cept it. | 

The ſame reaſon he aſſigns why ſo many 
are continually finding fault with the Publick 
management of Affairs, as why they reſent and 


ftomach Injuries done to themſelves. To 


this purpoſe I find the following Remark a- 
mong his Writings. Neceſſity ſeldom make: 
Hen Mutiny ſo much as Pride. Becauſe they 
are not honoured by being admitted to the Council. 
of others, therefore they aiſlike their meaſures, and 
endeavour to draw others after them. The met 


and humble Man is rarely a Mutineer, he choſe 


rather to ſuffer with others, than be clamorous b) 


himſelf, 
. Ant 


' A 6 a - Ro 


James Bonnell Eſq; 

P And how conſtantly he endeavour'd after 
i: a week and mortify'd Spirit, will ſtill farther 
to appear from the following Meditation. 
How happy is it to practice Mortification 


ns of Mind and Will! Bur of all ſuch Mor- 


ar Ml « tifications; thoſe, of our own chooſing, 
are nothing comparable to our meeklyaccept- 

we ing thoſe which God ſends. For ſtill the 
ow leſs of our own Will in any thing, the bet- 
ice Ml © ter. Now what a Mortification is it, to find 
hat our ſelves ſlighted and difeſteem'd 3 for 
ink Ml © thoſe very Actions, Behaviours, and Speech- 
ody © es, which we thought fine, and valu d our 
we Wl © ſelves upon? What a Morrification is it to 
why MW © have ſome of our Defects, Infirmities, and 


on- © Weakneſſes, diſcover'd and made known to 
that MW the World? What a Mortification is it to 
it; be guilty of Indiſcretions, and Inadverten- 
y ac- dies, which expoſe us to Men? And ſhall 
we love and delight in theſe? I'm ſure we 

nany have great reaſon; for Reſpect and Eſteem 
plick do but puff us up with an uneaſie Tympany, 
tand and fill us with bloated and undue Fancies of 
To I © our ſelves; ſo that when we meet with a- 
rk a- Ml © ny Diſreſpe@ or Affront, our Breaſts Boil, 
make: and we are tortur'd with Reſentment, for 


e they want of having meek and ſober thoughts of 
unctl our ſelves. In both theſe caſes we make I- 
, and dols of our ſelves, and our Thoughts run 


meek 
chooſe 


-0u5 by 


e inceſſantly on our ſelves; in the firſt caſe, 
with Pleaſure; in the laſt, with Diſquiet. 


earneſtly, to be freed from theſe Aſſaults, 
and to love any thing, that comes to it gr 
d a ſea- 


Ought not a Pious Soul to deſire and pray 


— — 


*, 
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© a ſeaſonable Relief? St. Baſil pray'd to be 
* freed from the Head-ach, and then La 
© came; and then he pray'd for the return of 
* his Head-ach again. Surely we ovght to 
© love thoſe Mortifications, which keep us 
© free from the Aſſaults of Pride and Anger, 
* as well as any other Temptation: Aſaults, 
which are continually dogging us, and upon 
every occaſion ſtarting up to moleſt us. We 
onght to love them, not only as they keep 
© us ſober minded, and make ns think duly 
and meekly of our ſelves; but as they are 

more certain marks of Gods favour, than 

* thoſe things that exalt us in the World, 

and procure us Reſpect and Eſteem: For 

_ © theſe things may do our Minds a great deat 

© of Hurt, but the others do them certainly 

© Good. Let us then accept of ſuch Adorrifi- 

© cations; embrace and love them, 'upon ac- 

count both of God and our own Souls. 

* And may our gracious God fill all his faith- 

© ful Servants with true Meekneſs ; and ſuch 

* habitual Humility, as may make us love 

© Diſreſpects from the World, when he ſends 

them; and in all things, render us like to 

© to our great Maſter, . 

His Patience. As few Men had greater Tryals of Pati- 
ence, from frequent, and violent returns of 

Sickneſs ; ſo none cou'd bear it, with a more 

compoſed Spirit, and a more chearful Submiſ- 

ſion to the Will of God. His Papers are full 

of pious Meditations upon the Advantages of 
Sufferings; God's End, in afflicting 1 
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Pain; and the Uſe we ought to make of it. 
Thus in one place, he argues with him- 
ſelf. 

« Shou'd a Man, lying under an Indiſpo- 
© ſition of Body, fay to his Phyſician, who 


© was alſo his Friend; O my Friend, how 


© ſweet ſoever your Love has been to me 
, 8 I cannot now pleaſe my ſelf in 


it gives me no Savour, or Reliſh, as it 


© uſed to do. I hope you will excuſe me, for 
„have the ſame Reſpect for you, but not 
* the ſame Love. Wou'd not the other re- 
, ly; Alas! I know you cannot. I have 
* given you that, which for the preſent indiſ- 
* Poſes you, and makes you unable todo it : 
But it was, becauſe your Health, or your 
© Life was in danger. I have indiſpoſed you 
to love me, by this Medicine, that I might 
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© not be entirely deprived of your Love, by 


* your Death. Have Patience, and this will 
over, and you will love me again, better than 


0 ever. 


O my Soul! \ This is no feigned Caſe, 
* but the real Truth. Thy true Phyſician 


© who' loves thee, and whom thou woud'ſt 


© love ; hath indiſp os'd thee, by the Phyſick, 
© which he hath Five rhee; that he might not 
* loſe thee for ever: This will ſoon be over, 
* and thou ſhalt love him again; either here, 
* or hereafter ; for he knows, that this 1s thy 
* Deſire, as well as it is his: Even his,who 


: loved us ſo, that he deſpis d Glory and 
* Sine, Life and — that he might fill 
Heaven 
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Heaven with Lovers, and make us love 
him as he hath loved us. | | 
The following Meditation, compos'd at a- 


nother time, will ſhew what Divine Thoughts, 


Sickneſs excited in his Mind; and how he 
improv'd it to the nobleſt Purpoſes ; even 
from thence to contemplate the bitter Pains, 
which our, Redeemer ſuffer'd 

© Never ſo* well do we Contemplate what 


© our Saviour ſuffer'd for us, as when we our 


< ſelves are in Pain; what his tender and de- 


A 


© licate Body felt, when it hung not only in 


A 


unintermitting, but ſtill encreaſing Tor- 
ments, ſo many Hours on the Croſs; as 
when our Bodies are rack d with ſome 
grievous Diſtemper. Who can then but 
{ay to Him, with the Penitent Thief ; 1 
indeed, am juſtly in Pain, for J receive the 
Reward of my Decds; but this Man hath 
done nothing amiſs, Nothing indeed amiſs, 
haſt Thou done, O my adorable Redeemer; 
therefore it is more for Thee, to feel Pain 
one Moment, (to chooſe to feel that for our 
ſakes, which did not belong to Thee, and to 
which, Thou wert no ways ſubject) than for 
all the Men of the World, to be in Tor- 
ments a Million (perhaps an Eternity) of 
Vears. For ſince Eternity of Torments is 
the natural Confequence of Sin; it is more 
for the Son of God to feel Pain one Mo. 
ment, (againſt Nature) than for Men to 
© be naturaliy in Pain for ever. Pain is the 
© Conſequent of Sin; as Shadows flow from 
dark Bodies: But Thon cou dſt * no 
0 "ain, 
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© Pain, but by thy own choice : Therefore 1 
© conceive each Moment of thy Pain, with the 
© ſame Horror, as I do an Eternity of Tor- 
© ment, for ſinful Men: And ſuch we are all, 
« without the Fruit of thy Pain. Thon didſt 
indeed, bear our infirmities, and wert bruiſ- 
© ed for our Sins Thou didſt vouchſafe to 
drink of our Cup, and partake of our natu- 
* ral Miſeries; that by Thy Stripes; we might 
© he healed : and faved from our natural 
* Torments, by thy voluntary Pains, No 
:  __ is Pain a Curſe; Thou by feeling 
„ haſt made it Bleſſed : No longer is 
2 « Hanging on a Tree, a Curſe; Thon haſt 
made it to Penitents, a Step to Glory. 
; ' SanQtify, O gracious Lord, I beſeech Thee, 
* my Pain which I now ſuffer : for by thy 


s feeling Pain, Thou haſt Sanctify d! it to all 


© thy faithful Servants : Let it make me fear- 
ful of that Wrath which devours to the. ne- 
thermoſt Hell; and of thoſe Pains which 
© ſhall never end. Let it make me Zealous 
© for the good of Souls; and labour to ſnatch 
them from everlaſting Burning. But above 

© all. let the ſenſe of what thou didſt feel, make 
* me undervalue my own Sufferings, to whom 
© Pain and Miſery is naturally due; and not 
5 only, let me patiently bear them; but re- 

joice that in this, at leaſt, l' am made like 
© unto Thee. Amen. 

What here follows, was written ina ſevere 
fir of Sickneſs, in the midſt of our Trou- 
bles, 1689. 
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© I fit here a Patient of my Gods, while he 
© gives me Phyſick for my Soul. It works 
c heavily with me, and makes me very ſick; 
© but J am ſure will have a good Effect, while 
I bear it meekly and ſubmiſſively, and hum- 
© ble my ſelf under his hand, for my offences; 
and this will pleaſe him as well as if I were 
© now exerciſed in molt Devout and Sublime 
© Contemplations. For my God will give 
< me this too another time, for my Patient 
bearing my preſent Inability to attain to 
© them. Amen. | 
O my God, how Gracious art thou to me 
in freeing me, by thy Rod upon me, from 
© ſinful Affections now in this Perrilous time, 
© that nothing may interpoſe between Thee 
* and my Soul; when nothing can give me 
Comfort or Peace, but only leave, humbly 
to draw nigh to Thee: Let me not think 
it hard to ſuffer while Thou ſtrikeſt, for 
© thy Chaſtiſements are Fatherly and full of 
© Ends of Love and Mercy. Amen. 
Again, when after ſome ſhort Enjoy ment 
of Health, he ſaw Sickneſs making its ap- 
progche ; tho” the proſpeR of it damp't him a 
ittle, yet he ſoon recovered himſelf; and 
expreſs'd Natures Fears, and his own De» 
fires, in the following Meditation. 
* I can't avoid ſome Dejection of Mind, at 
the Apprehenſions of the Return of my Di- 
* ſtemper, after ſome reſpite from it. The 
* thoughts of a meagre ſickly Look; Of a 
* metancholly Confinement to my Chamber, 
of Drugs and Phyſick, and caſting * 
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© for new Remedies, and being ſhut up from 
© Buſineſs, and the Duties of my Place, ſtrike 
me with with a little Terror. 


* Qualities of Vanity and Worldlinefs, which 
* I have contracted in this ſpurt of Health, 
* while it hath been new to me, (my thoughts 


being apt to be ſtrongly carryed away by a 


new thing) that theſe Fears affect me. Theſe 
* Qualities I eſteem my Burden, and ſtrive 
* againſt them; and wou'd gladly have them 
* mottify'd, tho' they have a Reluctance to 
that which wou'd oppoſe them, as the re- 
* turn of my Illneſs woa d. And therefore, as 
tis from them, that I feel my Shock, in the 
* apprehenſion of Illneſs; ſo it is they that 


But I thank 
© God, it is only in my Body; and thoſe 


draw back, when I wou'd put my ſelf into 


the Hands of God, and reſign my ſelf to 
* his Will, But with my Mind, I entirely 


* ſubmit to his pleaſure: The apprehen ſi- 
© ons of being in his Hand, give me a perfect 


* readineſs, to what he ſhall ordain. I ſee 
© Sickneſs at hand, and I am troubled : I look 
© a little farther, and ſee that it is Thou, 
© Lord, that orders it ſo ; and I have ſudden 
© Peace, and a great Calm. The Ox knows his 
© Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, and 
the Hand that Feeds him. Oh! that I may 
© have the promptitude of theſe Creatures, 
© and know thee my Owner; and own the 
* Hand that diſpoſes of me! How happy ſhall 
© I then be! O ſay to my Soul, when Jam 
© terrified and in Pain, as thou didſt to thy 
Diſciples; It is I be not afraid, and my Soul 
: ſhall beat eaſe, 13 But 
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But, at another time afterwards, he was 
ſo far from being diſturbed, at the proſpect of 
Sickneſs; that he made it a matter of Joy 
and Thankfulneſs, as the Meditation that here 
follows, will ſhew. | 

I bleſs Thee, O my God, that I can rejoice 
* in the thoughts of this approaching Pain, 
* and Sickneſs ; which Thou art preparing to 
© bring upon me, as what, I hope, will be an 
© effectual Means, to cure me of all ſinful Af- 
* feftions, of loving any thing beſide Thee. 
© How eaſy will the greateſt Torments of 
Pain be; when I can ſee Thee directing 
© them to this End, which I have ſo long 
* ſtrove and labour'd after. 

© Lord, Thou wilt help me, to perform 
* thedifficylt Task which thou haſt given me: 
And tho' thy helping me, give me Pain; yet 
that Pain to my Body, ſhall be Eaſe and 
© Pleaſure to my Mind; for by it, I truſt that 
I may come to love thy Glory above all 
things; and to love all things only in Thee; 
that my Heart and my Soul may be filled 
with Thee; and my Month may ſpeak con- 
tinually thy Praile. 
© This coarſe Upper Garment, in which 
Thou haſt clad me, O my God, (by making 
my continu'd Indiſpoſition to require it) is 
the Ballaſt of my Soul: I will love it, and 
bleſs Thee for it: It keeps me from Va- 
nities, from affecting Courtſhip, and ſetting 
up for a Figure in the World. I will there- 
fore, wrap up my ſelf in it; and not deſire 
to be free from a neceſſity of uſing it, but 
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James Bonnell EZ; 
e wear it joyfully, as Thy Livery, and as a 
* Badge of my being thy Care. Amen. 


Again, he Praiſes God for that which few 


in this World do think a Bleſſing, but to 
too many Is one of the moſt Afflicting Effects 
of Sickneſs. Ks 

© I Praiſe thee, O my Saviour, (ſays he,) for 
© theſe pale Looks, this wan Viſage, and for 
giving me ſuch a Face as is not capable to 
© Rival Thee nor Rob Thee of any Heart of 
thy Servants, which I fear the naughtineſs 
© of my own Heart if thou didſt give me other 
Looks, wou'd be apt to abuſe to this End: 
© dare not be ſecure of my ſelf; I willing- 
© ly accuſe my ſelf to Thee, my Lord, and 
© rejoice and bleſs Thee in that thou doſt 


jt. 
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put out of my power to be treacherous to 


© 'Thee. -- | „ 
In the ſame place he purſues his Devotions 
in the following manner. | 
© I Praiſe Thee, O my God, for making me 
thy Care and for this proof of it, that thou 
art pleas'd to chaſtiſe me with thy fatherly 
© Rod. Two things 1 humbly beg of Thee, that 


© thou ioud'ſt pardon thoſe Sins which pro- 


© voke thee to deal with me thus contrary to 
thy Gracious Nature, and that thou woud ſt 
ſanctifie thy Rod to me, that it may be effe- 
Cual to remove my Sins, that thou may'ſt 
© remove it without danger of my Souls re- 
turning to folly. Amen. 
Theſe are ſome of Mr. Bonnell's Meditati- 


ons and Prayers, of Sickneſs and. Pain; nor 


did his Practice at all, fall ſhort of them; for 
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The Exemplary L 1 FE. of 
that Patience which he ſo earneſtly pray d for, 
he enjoy'd ina meaſure beyond the greateſt 
part, even of good Men. When he has been 
1n the greateſt Anguiſh, with two very tor- 
menting Diſtempers,(the Gravel and Cholick) 
he wou'd often ſay 3 Thy Will O God, thy Mil 
be done with me, and upon me: I have no Mil 
of my own, and rejoice in doing Thy Will. 0 
mhat Mercies are theſe Sufferings, if they be the 
way, God thinks fit to puniſh my Sins here, in 
order to ſpare me hereafter How much grealer 
were my Saviour's Suffering's upon the Croſs ! Did 
he undergo ſuch Agonies for my Sins, and ſhall 
not I chearfully ſubmit to, and embrace what ever 


Goa ſees fit to lay upon me! With much more, 


to the ſame ' purpoſe, in every fit of Pain, 
When any Medicine was given him, he wou'd, 
after begging God's Bleſſing, take it; and 
then wou'd uſually ſay ; It is better than I de- 
ſerve; I bleſs God for it, and for giving me ſuch 
Aſſiſtances in this Extremity. Oh! hom many of 
his better Servants, want theſe Comforts ! Bleſſed 
be bis Holy Name, for giving them to me. 

Nor was he only patient under Bodily 
Pains, but ſubmiſſive to the Will, and ſatis- 
fied with the Wiſdom of God in every Affair 
of Life, under every Diſappointment, Difh- 


culty and Trouble. He conſidered that God 


gives us different Talents, different Capacities 
and Employments, and will not proportion 
our Reward to the part he gave us to act, but 
our Faithful neſs in it. To this purpoſe is the 
following Meditation upon 1 Sam. 30. 24. 
-Ard is was ſo from that Dy forward, that be 
4 — 45 8 1 1 : 12 — „„ Mn f 
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James Bonnell Eſq; | 


A made it a Statute and an Ordinance for Iſrael 
b unto this day, that 4s bis part is that goeth down 


n to the Battle, ſo ſhall bis pars be that tarrieth by 

. the Stuff; they ſhall part a like. | 

0 G O Bleſſed Son of David, and Captain of 
i © our Salvation, under whoſe Banner thy Ser- 
© vants fight, and are thy Sworn Soldiers to 

© their Lives End; when I hear ſome ſay thy 

© Toke is eaſie and thy Burden light, and they ſeem 

to ſpeak as they think, becauſe they find 

© not much difficulties in Life, but run on in 
© a happy and even compoſure of Health, and 
of Buſineſs proportion'd to their ſtrength, 
© freed by their circumſtances from violent 
« Temptations, and by thy Favour in framing 
© them from ſtrong Paſſions, (tho I own and 


is indeed an eaſie Yoke, and thy Service per- 
ect freedom, and that the keeping thy Com- 
mandments is its own infinitely abundant 
© Reward ; yet) I conſider that in Warfare all 
© have not the ſame Poſts of Hardſhip and 
Danger. Some Confront the Enemies and 
* ſome muſt ſtay by the Stuff What earthly 
* Commander knows how to ſuit theſe parts 


* doſt it with the higheſt degree of Wiſdom, 
* and fitneſs to thy ſeveral Soldiers ſtrength 
* and abilities. And becauſe thou giveſt 
each his Burden according to his might in 
* niceſt Equity, therefore thou haſt ordain'd 
it for a perpetual Law to them, that thoſe 
that tarry by the Stuff ſhall part alike with 


© alike 


* exultingly declare with them, that thy Yoke 


exactly to his Men? But thou, O Lord, 


— ; * 
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| thoſe that confront the Enemy. Both ſnare 
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© alike in thy Favour, both enjoy alike thy 
* Love, and both partake alike in thy Glo- 


© ry: Only here is the Difference; not who 


© have had the hardeſt Poſts, but who have 


© behaved themſelves faithfully in the 

they had, whether hard or eaſie, ſhall 

* warded by Thee, . 
Such was Mr. Bonne//s Humility, ſuc 


Poſts 
be re- 


h was 


was his Meekneſs and Patience; and agreeable 
to theſe, was his Mortification and Self- denial; 
a Grace which always proceeds from a meek 


and lowly Spirit. I ſhall not here ſpeak of 


his Mortification in point of Faſting, and the 
great Severity of his Life; That mult be re- 
ſerved for another place. The Mortification 
here meant, and what Mr. Bonnell conſtant- 
ly labour'd after, was an unconcern'd Indiffe- 
rence to the World; to its Profits and Plea. 
ſures, to Honour and Fame ; and all the other 
Idols of Mankind. His great Endeavour was, 


Affections; and ſo to diſcipline and 


them, that they might not grow Stubborn 
In order to this, his uſual 


and Rebellious. 


to gain the entire Maſtery of his Will and 


tame 


Practice, was to deny himſelf in ſmall mat- 
ters, to which he found his Inclinations 


prompted him, that ſo they might be 


his Government in greater. This Point, he 


had nicely conſider d; and treats of it 


veral places of his Writings, with his uſu 
Piety and Judgment; as will appear from 
one or two Meditations upon this Subject. 
That denying our ſelves in particulz;, 
and little Inſtances of lawful Enjoyment 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 


© jsnot (ſays he) a ſuperſtitiaus and unprofita- 
ble Exerciſe; appears from hence, that God, 
* who is a bountiful Kewarder of a Cup of Cold 
© Water, gives us good Thovghts for it; which 
flow into our Minds, with a ſenſibly, more 
freedom, and affectingneſs, upon ſuch Occa- 
© {ion, than at other times. On the contrary, 
our not complying with ſuch a Hint, when 
* we have a Motion to deny our ſelves, in 
* {mall things; but yielding to our Appetite, 
© or Curioſity, and perhaps palliating our 
doing fo, with ſaying, that ze z5 a Trifle, not 
fit to make a Sacrifice of to God, deprives us 


* of good Thoughts, and hardens our Minds 


* againſt them; unleſs we recover our ſelves, 
© by being humbled before God, and fortify- 
ing our Reſolution againſt the next Encoun- 
* ter. For tho' this yielding to our Appe- 
« tite, be not a Sin; yet it has ſuch a Reſem- 
« blance, and Image of Sin, that no lover of 
God, but ought to have an averſion to it. 


lites and Inclinations, againſt the Checks of 
our Conſcience? The head-ſtrong vio. 
lence of our Wills, carrying away forci- 
bly our Powers and Faculties, to a& a- 
gainſt our Reaſon and Underſtanding. And 
this agrees ſo far with Sin, that it is an 


ing us on to act; tho not againſt our Con- 
ſciences, becauſe the Matter of it is lawfal ; 
yet againſt the Counſel of our Reaſon, ex- 
horting us to exerciſe our ſelves, in little 


7 —- 
dw 211 


What is Sin, but giving way to our Appe-. 


Inſtance, tho' in a leſſer degree, of the 
head ſtrong unrulineſs of our Will, carry 
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ſelf-denials; that we may have the better, 
and more habitual Maſtery over our Appe- 
tites; and be able to watch and reſiſt more 
eaſily, the firſt Motions of Sin, in which the 
whole ſtrength of a Chriſtian lies: For 
who is Maſter of himſelf, without a Mira- 
cle, if theſe are once conſented to? Where 
fore the Holy Pſalmiſt Cries out, after he 


Sins, of Infirmity and Surpriſe; Keep back 
thy Servant from preſumptuous Sins; from 
Sins that flow from an ungovernable Will, 
againſt the preceeding Checks of his Con- 
ſcience, tho in never ſo little Inſtances: 
For ſhou'd he at all give way to theſe, his 
Appetites would gain ſuch Maſtery, and his 
Will be ſo chain'd to them, {for Will and 
Appetite are very near a-kin ; we hardly 
know the Line, that bounds and diſtinguiſh- 
their Natures; only that Will is a kind of 
ſpiritual Appetite 5 and Appetite a ſort of cor- 
poreal Will that he cou d not hope to beloy 
innocent and free from the great Offence; 
that finiſhing Sin, which bringeth forth 
Death. 

The Meditation that here follows, is upon 
the ſame Argument, the benefit of Self denia 
in things of leſſer Moment, and that are in- 
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different in their own nature. 


* My Soul, you will be apt to ſay, This i 
an innocent Defire why ſhow d I put my ſe! 
* to the trouble of thwarting it? Were it u. 
* lawful, I hope I ſhou'd refuſe it how much Stl- 
© denial ſoever it requir d. God dacs not requint 


had pray'd God, ro cleanſe him from ſecret 
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© us to make our Life uneaſy, nor to render his 


tter) N. Service irkſome and unpleaſant to us. He 


pe- permits us to indulge our ſelves a modeſt free- 
more MW dom in innocent Things: And its Superſtition 
h the o think, he is pleas d with the Sacrifice of Tri- 


For fs. But fancy that thou heareſt thy God 


Mira- thus ſpeaking to Thee: My Child, I know 
There: that this is a great Snare; for it is not the 


ter he Matter thou refuſeſt, that is weighed by 


ſecre me; but the Act of Refuſing: 7 refuſe not 
> hac the Day of ſmall Things; don't Thou deſpiſe 
fron them. But thou art farther advanc d, as thou 
Will, WW :4inkeft ; and wou'dft fain leave this Leſſon, 
Con- % Beginners. But he that advances, with - 
ances: MW out laying a good Foundation, will be again 
ſe, his to begin. He that begins in the middle of 
nd his Book of Mathematicks, becauſe the be- 


ill and ginning is full of plain and evident Axi- 
hardly MW oms and Propoſitions, that ſeem to be ſo 
1guiſh- I eaſy, as to be of no uſe, will ſoon find the 
ind of want of theſe firſt Ptinciples ; and be glad, 
of cor- with ſhame, to look back, on what he de- 
below ſpis d before. So likewiſe, Thou, when 
fence; thou findeſt thy ſelf uncapable to conflict 
1 forth with thy Paſſions, and to command thy 


Thoughts and Inclinations, wilt then, too 
ate, conſider thy Neglect, in not having 
train'd thy Mind by degrees to Self-denial. 
t thou gaineſt not the Victory over thy 
ſelf in ſmall Things, how wilt thou be a- 


s upon 
f denial 
are in- 


This i ble to do it in greater? Set apart then to 
my ſe) tt ſelf ſome time; and ſay in this time, I 
e it m will deny my ſelf in every thing I have a 
ich el mind to; yet do it calmly, without Super- 


* ſtition, 


regni 
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* ſtition, without Anxiety. This thou wilt 
© think perhaps, at firſt, a ſtrange Task: 
Thy inferior Part will repine, and make 
many Complaints, and thy Body be fick, 
at ſuch ſudden Checks and Contradittions, 
But mind none of theſe, My Son; ſmileat 
thy fooliſh ſenſitive Part, for it does not 
underſtand that this is even for its eternal 
* Benefit. In a little time, this very Denial 
* will grow a Pleaſure, becauſe it will haue 
© little of Reluctance in it; and the Pleaſure 
< of triumphing over, thy own Inclination, 
© will make theremaining Trouble in ſenſible 
Then thou may*ſt advance to conſider, what 
* things of Moment thou haſt a mind 'to; 
* and there apply thy Diſcipline, and teach 
* thy Mind to obey ; and in general, take 
© this for a certain Rule, To ſuſpect thy ſelf u 
whatever Thou haſt a ſtrong inclination to. 

© Here's the great Point of Se- Denial, u 
to deny our Thoughts, and turn them from 
Objects to which they incline, to other 
Our Actions have ſomething Groſs au 
© Perceptible in them; but our Thought 
© areRefin'd ; not to be obſerv'd, but by nic 
© Application. This is the true ſource; 8 
* the Maſtery of theſe, and you commali 
all the reſt. It is in vain to think, to di 


„ 


Thoughts; nor to command our Paſſions, 
© we can't govern our Thoughts. Faſſo 
< lives in the Thoughts, and the Effect 
< it is, to engage and determine our thouglt 
but if we have an habitual n 

« thek 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 
© theſe, and us'd our ſelves to deny 2 
© to turn and wind them as we pleaſe: | 
© ſhall eaſily govern our Paſſions too, are le 
void any Actions we are prompted to by 
: © them. Why ſhoud it then ſeem hard to 
lea Ml © Thee, O my Soul, or a matter worthy to 
nde once nam'd;; to deny thy ſelf in Trivial 
rern and indifferent Concerns, that thou may ſt 
deni © gain the Maſtery of thy Will in greater? 
hae © If thou ſtandeſt in the preſence of a Prince, 
ealur thou haſt loſt all thy Will in theſe things. 
ation If chou haſt a mind, to ſee any thing par- 
WM þ * ticularly 1 in the Room; yet the Will Dyes 
- what ' 2s ſoon as Born; ſo much does a Prince's 
d *t0: * Pr elence awe. thee. . Is not thy Chamber, O 
1 teach my Soul, the Preſence Chamber of Almigh- 
1, tak * ty God? (O that thou wert more ſenſible, 
and more worthy of ſuch an Honour !) And 
yet here can thy Will live, ſo much as to 
© give thee the leaſt ſhock, when thou de- 
© nieſt thy ſelf an indifferent thing thou haſt 
* a mind to, that thou may ſt with the great- 
© er Eaſe and Chearfulneſs, give up thy ſelf 
© to the Will of God. 
© Herein appears the admirable Wiſdom 
of God. God ſaw that the Contempt of 
© Outward things, of the Pleaſures of Senſe, 
of Riches, and Glory, and the like, (which 
dare the Baits, the Devil lays for us, and 
hereby he drowns many Souls in Perdiri- 
on, ) was neceſſary for Man, in order to 
* his being reſtor d to Bliſs; what courſe 
therefore 4 the Divine N _ to 
em tz 
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< embitter theſe things to Man; and make 
their Contraries, that is, | Chaſtity, Poverty, 
© Humility, Patience, and the Contempt of 
© the World, Pleaſing and Eaſie? God fim. 
© ſelf came down from Heaven, and taking 
© upon him the form of a Servant, did by bl 
© own Example, make this Medicine, (ſo ne- 
< ceſfary to Sick Men, but withal, fo bitter 
and loathſome,) become fo pleaſing, and de. 
© lightful, that good Men now love Faſting, 
more than worldly Men do Exceſs; Pover- 
< ty more than Riches; and Mortification 
more than ſenſual Pleaſures. 

But as Mr. Bonnel! had noble and exalted 
thoughts of God, and a flaming, Love to his 
Maker and Redeemer : ; as he was Mee k and 
Lowly, Mortifi d and Patient; ſo theſe Divine 
Graces, led him to all neceſſary Acts of Devo- 
tion. I ſhall therefore now conſider, How 
he diſcharg d the Duty of Prayer, both Publick 
and Private: How conſtant and Devouta 
Gueſt he was; at the Lord's Table! How Re- 
ligiouſly he obſerv'd the Lord s- Day, and the 

Feaſts and Faſts of the Church. | 
How he diſs As to the Duty of Prayer, it was his con- 
charg'd the ſtant and daily Work, and moſt delightful 
Duty of Pr. Entertainment; and he diſcharg'd every 
er. part of it in ſo exact and regular a way, that 
his Private Devotions were not omitted for 
the ſake of the Prayers of the Church; nor 
did any Conſtancy at the former, make him 
Neglect being daily at Theſe. His Prattice 
from his Youth, was to begin the day with 
God, and conſecrate to Him his earlief 
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Thoughts, and in this he perſever d all his 
life long: For the firſt thing he did in the 
Morning, was repeating Pſalms proper for it; 
as the Sixty Third, the latter part of the Se- 
venty Third, and Others: And all his Dreſſing 
and Waſhing time he repeated the 103. 116. 
and 145th Pſalms. In this part of his Devo - 
tions, it was his Deſite that his Wife ſhow'd 
bear her patt; And when they wete over; 
he at large offet*d up his own Private Pray- 
ers in his Cloſet. The Evening he conſecra- 
ted to God, as well as the Morning. His firſt 
Exerciſe (as ſoon as he cou'd get free from 
Company) was repeating the Magnificat, and 
ſome other Hymns of Praiſe, his Wife in theſe 
ſtill joining with him. Then he ufually re- 
tir d into his Cloſet, and with great exactneſs 
examined the ſtate of his Soul ; and by Read- 
ing and Meditation, put himſelf into a right 
Temper for Prayer; which was then per- 


form'd in the fulleſt and devonteſt manner. 


And he concluded the day, in the fame man- 
ner that he began it ; repeating the Fourth, 
and Other Pſalms, while he undreſsd; And 
when ready to ſtep into Bed, he Kkneel'd 
down and offer'd up a ſhort Prayer, and then 
lay down in Peace. This was his Practice 
ſo conſtantly, that neither the Coldneſs of 
he Weather, nor any Bodily Indifpoſition or 
earineſs, made him neglect it. 2 

Bot it is from himſelt, the Reader muſt have 
he cleareſt view, of the regular conſtancy of 
is Private Devotions: For Writing to a 
Religions Friend, with whom he was very 
= E © intimatey 
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The Exemplary LIFE of 
intimate, upon the Subject of Private Prayer 
and the moſt advantagious way of diſchargine 
that Duty, he thus delivers himfelf. 

* The Firſt and the Laſt of the Day, is to 
© me, eſſentially neceſſary; and no other 
Time of the Day, cou'd ſupply the Want 
© of theſe. But I will not fay ſo of other; 
© ſince the condition of ſome, is ſuch, that 
© they muſt take other times, or can get none 


Lat all: Uſe and Cuſtom, may make other 


times of the Day, as uſeful to them. But 
© when I have done with the World, and be. 
< fore | begin with it, is the time when m 
© Mind is fitteſt for Religious Exerciſes; and 
: * you will find my Rule neceſlar 
© for your Self; not to let even the Prayer 

of the Church, draw you out, unleſs you 
© have had time firſt, to diſcharge your privat 
Duties at large at home. I go out with plex. 
© ſure and confidence, when 1 have done this; 
© and Publick Prayers are then more ple 
* ſing to me. At Nights I muſt get a littie 


more time, to fit ſtill, or Read and Writ 


sin, as well as Pray. But ſometimes it pleab 
es God, to call us to a larger attendance ot 
* Himſelf, when he makes the World vile i 
in our Eyes; gives us clearer views of ol 
future Hopes, convinces us of the End fol 
* which we came into the World, and of ti 
© only thing Neceſſary. Happy are we it 
* deed, when Ne calls us to this, and girl 
us leiſure for it. We may be ſure tis t0 
* znvigorate and fortify us, for ſome farthe 
Work, which he has for us to do; o U 

N « brit 
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ayer, i « bring us to conſecrate our ſelves, and all 


ging © our Powers, inore entirely to his Service. 
a Tis good to give way to this Call, and to 
„ ſteal what time for it we can; and not 
other i « ſlightly or eaſily, to ſuffer our ſelves to be 
Want . diverted from it 3 that we may give way to 
hers; BY the Grace of God, to have its perfect work 
n, that © on our Hearts. But this 1s not to belook'd 


* apon, as a courſe to be taken up by us; or 


e other BY « any Vows, or Reſolutions to be made to 
„ "BUY « keep to it, longer than for the preſent Heat; 
and be. becauſe it is not conſiſtent with our Civi 

hen i Duties in Humane Life. The Diſciples 


© were not long perſitted to ſtay on Mount 


ecellary © Tabor, but they muſt go down again to the 
Pray «© Multitude that waited for them. | 
els Ju Let us then go bravely on in the way of 
 Privann piety, into which our good God has call d us; 
2 on * and remember that we muſt go up-Hill, 
D ; 


and down Hill; ſometimes ſee our Jour- 


re pul nies end, and ſometimes loſe fight of it: 
tau pot while he permits us to ſee in our Hearts, 
pe a deſire to do nothing in this World, but 
it plea 


* pleaſe Him; and not to live, but that we 


dance ag might live to Him: Let us comfort our 


d vile ſelves in His Goodneſs, and not be di- 
vs of ou ſturb'd at every Diſorder; and may His In- 
>End ot finite Mercy grant vs, to grow up in His 
nd of Ul fear and Love, to His Heavenly Kingdom. 
e WE BY Here, from his Advice to one of his Friends, 
and Sic ve may learn his own Practice; and from the 
e tis information of thoſe, who had the beſt op- 
e — portunities of knowing the Secrets of his 
dz oO 


Heart, I can affirm, that the Fervency and 
= K 2 Humility 
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Fre bad cen- In his Family, he had conſtant Prayers eve- 
Pant Proyers ry Night, and in the Morning too, when he 
n His Fami was not hindred by Buſineſs, which call'd him 
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through want of Religion, or Ev Shamt, 
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The Exemplary LIFE of 
Humility of his Devotions, was anſwerable to 
their Conſtancy. His Poſture, was the moſt 
lowly he con'd contrive; He not only kneePd, 
but frequently lay proſtrate upon the Floor, 
and had ſuch ſtrong Emotions in his Soul, as 
often expreſs'd themſelves in a Flood of 
Tears: And as to his Poſture, he not only choſe 
that, which was moſt expreſſive of Humility 
and Reverence ; but that which came neareſt 
to our Saviours Example, in his Prayer before 
his Paſſion ; or as he does in one place, very 
well expreſs it: I put my ſelf into that Poſture, 
O my moſt Gracious Saviour, in which Thou aidſt 
endure Thy dreadful Agony, of which I cannot 
think without Horrour, becauſe Thou wert the 
Son of God, who ſuffered ſt it: And becauſe it 


was my Sins that occaſion'd it. 


early abroad, or brought Company unſeaſo- 
nably to him; a Misforture, which he very 
much regretted, whenever it befel him. And 
he not only pray'd with his Family, but read 
the Scriptures to them; and a good Portion 
of them at a time, as his Health and Time 
allow'd. This is the more to be taken notice 
of, becauſe 'tis a moſt Neglected, tho? moſt 
Neceſlary part of Religious Worſhip; parti- 
cularly, among our Gentry, who, either 


have turn'd the Worſhip of God quite out of 
their Families; which is attended with this 
fatal Conſequence, that their Servants, and 
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too often their Children, are train'd up in 
ſuch a ſcandalous Neglect of God and Reli- 
gion, as very often ends in their eternal 
Ruin, 

But he did not think it enough to ſerve % _ - 
God in private, and Pray with his Family fn, ache 
too, he conſider'd beſides all this, the Duty prghers of the 
and Benefits of attending the Publick Service Church. 
of the Church z which during the greater 
part of his Life, hedid twice every Day; and 
from which ſeldom any thing kept him, but 


_ 


want of Health. And when the hurry of his 


Bulineſs hindred him from keeping conſtantly 
to one Church, and Hour of Publick Prayer, 
he wou'd uſe all his Art, to get Prayers at 


{ ſome Church or other, tho not exactly at the 


time when he moſt deſir d them; ſuch diffe- 
rent Notions had he of his Duty, from the 
generality of the World; who will alledge, 
not only Buſineſs, but Trifles, as an Excuſe 
for their Abſence from the Houſe of God ! 
His Behaviour at our Publick Prayers. was 
ſo Devout and Grave, ſo Intent and Com- 
pos'd, as cou d not but ſtir up the Affections 
of all who obſerv'd it. Talking or Sleeping 
in the Houſe of God, was a great Offence to 
him, and when once Prayers began, he took 
no notice of any about him; and was always 
troubled at thoſe unſeaſonable Salutes, where - 
in too many allow themſelves, in time of Di- 
vine Service, condemning that Practice, as 
one of the greateſt Indecencies af our 
Church. : 5 


K 3 


It 
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And may we have leaye to ſay to each o- 


It has been already obſerv'd, that when 
he came early to Church; and was ſo happy 
as to get a retir'd Place, he continu'd at his 
Private Devotions, till the Publick Service be. 
gan, or a very little before: And how he 
employ'd thoſe happy Moments of Privacy 
and Deyotion, in the Houſe of God : The 
following Prayer, mention'd, as us'd by him 
in the Church, before Morning Prayer began, 
will ſhew. | 

< Behold, O Lord, this Portion of thy Fa- 
© mily, whom in this Place Thou haſt ſo of. 
ten graciouſly viſited, and favour'd ; and 
* who have addicted, and given up themſelves 
* to thy Service; are here met together, in 
© behalf of our ſelves, and of the reſt of our 
happy number; and of all our Chriſtian 
© Brethren, even thy whole Church. We 
* beſeech thee to unite our Hearts more and 
* more in thy ſelf; that we may have but one 
* Heart, and one Mind, as we have but one 
© Deſign, one Aim and' Hope. Let us now 
£ welcome each other (with Hearts full of 
* Loye and Joy) unto thy Preſence, as we 
© hope one day to welcome each other into 
thy Preſence in Glory. Let our Civil Re- 
ſpects (before thy Service begins) be ſuch 
© hearty and holy Salutations, as the bleſſed 
© Elizabeth gave to the Mother of our Lord; 


* ther, Hail, Thou that art favour'd of God 
© the Lord is with Thee, Behold we come 
© with united Hearts, to beg of Thee, the 
+ confirming of thy Grace and Favour tow; 
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* we come, to preſent our ſelves before thee, 
* with moſt thankful Acknowledgments 
© for thy Mercies received; and to adore 
Thee, who haſt ſo graciouſly viſited us. We 
come humbly to implore of Thee, ſtrength 
* againſt our reſpective Temptations and Dif- 
* ficulties in Life; to beſeech Thee to ſupply 
* all our Weakneſſes, to make us happily vi- 
* Qorious againſt all our Corrupt ions; and 
more than Conquerors, thro Thee who haſt lov- 
* ed us. But, O our bountiful Lord God! 
* If it be ſuch Joy to meet thoſe whom we 
* love, now in thy Preſence ; what will it be 
* to meet Ten Thouſand Glorifi'd Spirits, 
© each of which we ſhall love infinitely more 
in thy Kingdom of Glory, than we can do 
any Creature here! Glory be to Thee, O 
Lord of Glory and of Love; who haſt gi- 
yen us ſuch preſent Pleaſure in thy Service, 
© and ſuch Comfortable Hopes of thoſe Eter- 
© nal good things, which Thou haſt prepar'd | 
© for them that love Thee. Amen. = | 

He had the juſteſt Value, and higheſt Vene - Hi Jn ? 
ration for that great Repoſitory of true De-#® of 3 
votion, the Liturgy of our Church; for which, Auch 
his Regard was not in the leaſt abated, by © * 
the great Fervour of his private Prayers. For 
tho' his Devotion was very Intenſe, and full 
of Life and Warmth ; yet it was Calm and 
Governable, and confin'd within the ſtricteſt 
bounds of Sobriety and Reaſon, And ſuch 
awful Apprehenſions had he, of the Preſence 
of God; fo cautious was he of uttering any 
thing raſh with his Mouth, before his adora- 
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© Deſires, with which it Inſpires us; and 
_ © therefore the Expreſſion may be very wel 


The Exemplary LIFE of 

ble Majeſty; that even his private Prayen 
were a well digeſted Form : From whichhe 
ſometimes Vary d, according to the particuly 
Wants and Deſires of his Soul; tho? eve 
theſe Variations he uſually put in Writing; 
and to that purpoſe, had his Prayers reduc! 
to Heads, in ſeveral Columns, with Blank 
for his Additions, and Variations; frequent. 
ly Reviewing and Correcting the whole. But 
for all Publick Occaſions, for Congregations 
gather d in Churches; he eſteem'd Forms of 
Prayer, not only Expedient, but Neceſſan 
And ſuch right Notiqns had he, of the Uſe. 
fulneſs of Them, and of that popular, but 
miſtaken Phraſe, of Praying by the Spirit; that 
1 ſhall here give the Reader his Thoughts 
both, in his own Words. | 

Perhaps ſome of us have been too Zea. 
© Jous, in crying down this Phraſe of Praying 
* by the Spirit: Tis certain that all good Men 
* have the Spirit of Chriſt, inſpiring themwiti 
the Temper of Chriſtianity. This Temper breeds 
in them good Deſires; and Nature furniſhes 
© theſe deſires with fit and ſuitable Expreſſiom 
© It is the Inſpiring us with theſe Holy Deſires 
© flowing from the temper of chriſtianity,whucl 
is the peculiar Work of the Spirit of God. 
© Thus the Spirit of God, ſpeaks in us, and 
makes Interceſſion for us, with theſe holy 


< allow'd. that holy Men ſo Inſpir'd, do Pry 
* by the Spirit. But as upon an extraordinary 
: Occaſion, I ſhoy'd not refuſe to join holy 
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© holy Man, in ſuch an Extemporary Prayer; 
+ (God forbid I ſhou'd) ſo for ordinary Oc- 
caſions, ſince the Spirit comes and goes; 
and the moſt Holy Man, has not always 
ſuch immediate Influences from it; I ſhowd 
* think, that Prayers compos d by holy Men, 
* ſet apart for that Work, and deſiring the 
© Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit to it; ſhou'd have 
* a greater Portion of His Spirit in them, 
than any otner conſtant Extemporary Pray- 
*er. And for a Man's private Uſe, the Oc- 
* caſjons © his Soul do ſeldom ſo much Vary, 
but char by degrees, and the conſtant Exer- 
* ciſe of this Duty, he muſt come up to a kind 
* of Form, or way of Expreſſing his Needs, 
* in the moſt perfect manner for himſelf: 
* from which there need be very little Varia- 
* tion for extraordinary Emergencies. , And 
* when all the Parts of it are thus ſettled and 
* adjuſted, his Duty obliges him, not to omit 
any of theſe Parts; and this is the conſtant 
© Exerciſe of private Devotion, in which a 
* Man with a good Conſcience, can't allow 
© himſelf to fail. : 

Theſe were his Sentiments of the Uſeful- 
neſs of Forms of Prayer, confirm d by his 


| conſtantly attending our Churches Service,and 


by his Practice in Private; tho at the ſame 
time, he cou'd not allow himſelf to be Severe 
in his Cenſures of: thoſe who made Choice of 
another Way of Worſhip, when he believ'd 
Conſcience was their Motive. Railing Ac- 
cuſations, never came out of his Mouth a- 
Salaſt any; They were too contrary to the 
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Example of his Great Maſter, and that Humi- 


lity and Meekneſs, which ſhind in his Life, 


and appear'd in his Words, and all his Acti- 
ons, He honour'd true Piety, wherever he 
ſaw it; and lovd thoſe, who he believd, 
ſerv'd God ſincerely ; tho'their way of Wor- 
ſhip differ d from his own. None confiderd 
more, the Power of Cuſtom, and Education ; 
and the difficulty of Reliſhing Modes of Wor- 
ſhip, we are Strangers to, till Practice remove 
our Prejudices, and Obſervation and Experi- 
ence reconcile us to them. To this purpoſe, 
he Expreſſes himſelf in the following Medi- 
tation. | 0 | 
Lord, we bleſs Thee, for the free Liber- 
* ty of Worſhipping Thee in the Way in 
* which we have been brought up; in the 
* Way, in which we have partaken of Thy 
Grace, and receiv'd thy Spirit. It is not 
in our power, to reconcile our ſelves-to a- 
* ny Way of Worſhip (tho' we thovght it 
< lawful) at our Pleaſures. The Grace of 
Devotion is eaſily check d and ſtop'd ; and 
< little Informalities have a great Influence 
© and effect, upon the Spiritual part of our 
Minds, by which Devotion is exercisd: 
© Yet if the liberty of Worſhipping God, in 
* the Way I am us'd to, be taken from me; 
* and Another afforded me, which I am not 
* usd to, and judge lawful, I will endea- 
© vour as faſt as I can, to acquaint my Mind 
with that Way; and in time I doubt not, 
© but God will enable me to receiye 2 
* e - of 
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* byit. It is unreaſonable for us to expect, 


* that thoſe who make a Conſcience of ſerving 


God with Devotion, but are ſtrangers to 


* our Methods, ſhou'd immediately Change 
© their way of Worſhip, and heartily Cloſe 
© with our; tho? better in it ſelf, and they 
« were ſatisfi'd that there were nothing un- 
5 lawful in it. Time and Pains muſt Work 
© that happy Change. oy 

In his Devotions both Publick and Private, 
he avoided every thing, that had the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Affectation, or might any way 
Miniſter to Vanity; all violent Motions of 
the Body, and unnatural Modulations of 
the Voice, His Behaviour was Grave and 
Simple, Natural and very Plain. And though 
never Man, was leſs apt to entertain hard 
Thoughts of Others, yet he cou'd not but 
ſuſpect thoſe, who were very Noiſie in their 
Prayers; who affected ſtrange Geſtures of 
Body, and a forc'd Tone of Voice. And I 


believe the Reader will excuſe me, for deli- 


vering his Judgment of the true and falſe 
Signs of Devotion, in his own Words: He 
will find it ſo rational and clear, as muſt 
needs be very ſatisfactory to him. 5 


We miſtake our ſelves oft times in Signs The true and 


* of Devotion; outward Actions of the Bo- 4% Signs of. 
dy, may be Signs of Devotion; but we are Pepton. 


* to judge aright of them, and give them 
their due weight, Devotion is to the Soul, 
© what Blood is to the Body, which is the 
Life of it: Now the beſt ſtate ofthe Body 
* 5, when the Blood moves regularly, and 
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The Exemplary L1FE of 
* evenly it; ſo as for us to be leaſt ſenſible) 
that we have ſuch a thing as moving Blood 


within us; which is, when it is in its natyu- 


ral Condition, and we are in firm Health, 
* We don't think we have moſt Life, when 
© we have convulſive and extraordinary Mo- 
tions in our Bodies; theſe things proceed 
* not from the free moving of the Blood, but 
© from the ſtoppage of the Blood and Spirits; 
© from which Nature endeavouring to ſet it 
* {elf free, excites thoſe violent Motions in 
* the Body. Theſe are not Signs of Health, 
but of Sickneſs. In reſpe& of our Souls, the 
* beſt ſtate is, when our Minds in our Devo- 
© tions, have a compos'd and gracious Inter- 
© courſe with God, in ſuch intentneſs, and re- 
* collectedneſs of Thought, that we are hard- 
* ly ſenſible our ſelves, that we are at our 
* Devotions. Thus it is when we are in firm 
Health of Mind, our Conſcience right be- 
© fore God, and our Affections ſanctifid 
and free from incumbrances. It is when 
we come ſhort of theſe, in any reſpect, that 
our Devotion becomes tumultuary, and 
ſhews it ſelf in outward ſigns; Bodily Mo- 
tions proceed only from the Conyulſions 
* of our Devotions; and are ſigns of Ob- 
< ſtructions in them, not of their free Paſ- 
£ ſage, The Conflict that ariſes between our 


© Fleſhand our Spirit, begets thoſe odd Symp- 


* toms. It is when we find it difficult to raiſe 
vp our Minds to God, hard to keep our 
Thoughts intent and recollected, as we 


- you'd have them; that we beat our Breaſts 
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that wecaſt up our Eyes, that we move our 
© Hands. They are ſigns at beſt, not that we 
care Devout, but that we won d be ſo. Eve- 
ry ſudden Motion of the Head, or Hand, or 
Eye, is not a ſign of an orderly, but of a 
© convulſive Devotion; and is the Effect of 
a troubl'd and diſcompos'd State of Mind. 
Not that theſe are always to be cenſur'd: 
guch Troubles are many times our Unhap- 
© pineſs, not our Sin. Thus perhaps it was 
* with Hannah, when ſhe pray'd unto the Lord 
jn the bitterneſs of ber Soul. 1 Sam. 1. 10. 
And Eli obſerving her outward Geſtures, 
particularly the motion of her Lips, thought 


* hardly of her. Our Bleſſed Lord, when he 


© offer*'d up his laſt publick Prayer to his Fa- 


ther; the perpetual and moſt gracious Le- 


* gacy of his Love to his Church, and the 
Model of his continual Interceſſion in Hea- 
ven for us; began it with a fixt lifting up 
of his Eyes to Heaven. When Jeſus had ſpo- 
* ken theſe things, he lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, 
* and ſaid, Joh. 17. 1 This cannot be rec- 
© kon'd of the ſort we are ſpeaking of; for it 
* was only a compos'd ſetting of his Eyes in 


one Poſture, If his proſtrating himſelf on 


the Ground, in his great Agony, be offer'd 
* as an Inſtance of the other ſort, and it be ar- 
gued from thence, that ſuch violent Moti- 
* ons of the Body, are not Arguments of a 
* Diſcompos'd, or more Imperfe& Devotion; 
* becauſe our Lords Devotion, cannot at a- 
i time be ſupposd Imperfect: It is not 
, akcedary to ſay any thing to it; only = 
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© that ſuch Diſcompos'd or Imperfect Devo- 


© fram'd Voice, with a chearful Accent, or 
© Modulation of our Words, is the natural 


. © this word too light : ) But *tis certain, the 


Devotion. The Mind' of ſuch a Perſon 


_© choly that he is not ſo ſtil] ; but unwilling 
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© tion, as cou'd be without Sin, may be ſafely 
* apply'd to our Saviour, in reſpect to his 
Humane Nature; but in reſpect of Us, it is 
certain that ſuch Trouble or Diſtraction as 
our Bleſſed Saviour underwent, at that 
time, wou'd neceflitity make our Devotion 
more Imperfect; tho? not neceſſarily leſs 
< prevalent with God, when we offer unto 
* Him the beſt ſervice we can, in the Angyith 
© of our Spirits. - Ms 

What has been ſaid of Bodily Motions, 
is to be ſaid alſo of the Tone of our Voice 
* in Prayer. The Vehement Earneſtneſs of 
© this, is not always a ſign of the Intentneſs 
* of our Thoughts, or Devotion of our Minds; 
but rather the contrary. A Modeſt, even 


Expreſſion of a Devout Spirit; much leſs 
© canl look upon that Voice to have any part 
in Devotion, which runs all in one Tone 
of a Melancholy Dejectedneſs. (I will not 
call it Whining, becauſe prophane Men who 
are ready to Scoff at all Religion, have made 


* thoughts of the N Perſon, may be at 
the other end of the World, conſiſtently 
* enough, with ſuch a Tone; ſo little neceſ- 
* fary connexion is there between it and true 
perhaps has been Devout, and he is Melan- 


* tobe at pains enough to make himſelf ＋ 
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ef there be any that take up ſuch a Tone, 
purely out of Hypocriſie, I ſhou d be loath 
© to paſs ſo hard a Cenſure upon them, as the 
poet does; unleſs they manifeſtly diſcover, 
© great Contrariety to their Devotions, in 
their Lives and * | | 
Qu. ſquis fifto ſub Danner prodit, ä 
Crede mihi, multum Dæmonis intus habet. 


That great Infirmity of Humane Nature, 
with which the beſt Men are frequently di- 
ſturb'd, Vnattention and Wandring Thoughts in 
Prayer, Mr. Bonnell had very well conſider d; 
he himſelf not being intirely free from it. It 
is what he often complains of, with great Paſ- 
ſion, and for which he preſcribes the propereſt 
Remedies. His Meditations upon Wandring 
Thoughts in Prayer, are too many to be here 
Inſerted; yet a few of them I can't paſs o- 
ver. They ſhew a Mind ſo deeply affected 
with the ſenſe of its Imperfections; ſo deſi- 
rous to have its Burdens remov'd ; yet ſo pa- 
tient and ſubmiſſive under them; that they 
muſt needs make due Impreſſions on every 1 
Devout Reader. e Ha . 
Lord (ſays he in one place) it is but a paints of bez 
© few Hours ago, that I was Triumphing in ing diſturb d 
* thy Favour ; and in the Bleſſed Liberty with wen- 
thou gaveſt me, of attending upon Thee. 4g tbongbes 
* What have 1 done ſince, to make my ſelf *. Ter; 


* fo Miſerable, and loſe all this Privilege we — 


: that from being attentive to a whole Prayer, ſribes car 
. can now ſcarce attend to a few Sentences. ht Infirms- 
1 _ © Surely +, 9 
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< Snrely watching unto Prayer, conſiſts in cate? 
< fully avoiding all thoſe things, that have 
< too ſtrong an Influence on our Minds and 
Affections; and are apt too forcibly, to 
© take up and engage our Thoughts. But 
© there is no Watching againſt Bodily Difor- 
ders which God thinks fit to fend upon us, 
© (O that they may be all in mercy!) and 
© which make every Trifle haraſs our thoughts, 
< as much as an Important Affair. 
© Pity me, O God of all Pity, who putteſt 
© Pity into the Hearts of Men, towards on6 
another; and who yet are influenc'd, but 
© by ſlender Drops of thy overflowing Ocean 
© of Goodneſs. Fain wou'd my Heart come 
© before Thee; fain wou'd my Thoughts aſ: 
© cend to Thee, and ſtay themſelves upon 
< Thee: But like Feathers thrown up into 
< the Air, a croſs Wind of Earthly Diſtracti- 
< ons comes, and hurries them away, and 
© ſcatters them over all the Earth. If there 
cis Pain in Life, ſurely it is, to deſire to ſerve 
© Thee, and not to be able. But the deſire 
© ſhall certainly prevail at laſt, for Thou art 
© in the Deſire, but the Inability is not from 
. A 1 8 
Again, in another place he thus exprelles 
himſelf. | T 
_ © It ſeems an intolerable Burden to me, to 
© be thus diſtracted in my Devotions by 


< till I may get more out of the way of 
them, by changing my Employment, and 
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of this it ſelf is Dampt, when I conſider 


© theſe Two things: Firſt, that Bodily: In- 
© diſpoſitions, may make my Head as unfit to 
d attend on Holy things, in the midſt of the 
« orcateſt” Leiſure, and moſt ſacred Employ+ 
© ment, as Werdly- Buſineſs does now; and 
that 'eventlien;Chatity will oblige me to 
© deſcend to the worldly": matters of my 
Friends: ' Orphans; Widows, and Diſtreſs'd 
* Ferſofs muſt he Aſſiſted and Reliev'd. - Se- 
condly, What ſhall/ become of thecreſt of 
Mankind? Of my Chriſtian Brethren, who 
remain under the ſame Circumſtances, in 
which I am now; and from which they 
can't get free, though perhaps I may? Muſt 
* not they go to Heaven, nor have Com- 
fort on Earth; in che worſhip and ſervice of 
© God ? God forbid! Why then ſhau'd not 
I be content to bear my Burden in Life, as 
© as well as they; and ſtruggle: with Diffi- 
© culties in common with them? This is 
© not the place of our Enjoyment, but of our 
Warfare; therefore I will humbly prepare 
my ſelf to the Combat, O my God: And 
© when thou ſeeſt me ready to go on to fight, 
* in obedience to thy pleaſure; thou wilt or- 
* der for me, Vit n knoweſt for the 
Good and Comfort of my Soul??]1]/ꝓ 
Thus you ſee that all Mr. Borrel''s Advances 
in the Divine Life, did not raiſe him above 
the Infirmities of Humanity, and the Incum- 
brances of Fleſh and Blood. And this is mat - 
ter of great Peace to the Pious, but weak Chri- 
ſtian; who labours under the ſame Difficul- 
e oo ties, 
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The Exemplary LIFE of 
ties, and is apt to be too much Dejected when 
Aſſaulted by Vain, and Worldly, Thought 
in Prayer. For theſe are Tryals, which wil 
exerciſe the Faith and Patience of the gregieſ 
Favourites of God; and from which only 
Heaven will entirely "ſet. us free. But then 
we wou'd have Peace of Mind under theſe di- 
ſturbances, we mult] not only bene 
them, with Mr. Bonnel!s Leal, but endeavour 
as he did, to prevent or remove them nd 
ſome of the Remedies, which he Preſeribes for 
this Diſeaſe, are theſe that follow. 1 frigh 
8 On happieſt means of gaining Recall 
when we Pray, is to have, 80. 
— * to do, but to Pray. It is ſo hand 
to compbſe our Thoughts, which are apt 
to fly after every Trifle; and to find-ingu- 
merable things to take them off from thei 
Duty; that we muſt go to work by Art, 
and deal with them as we do with ixratio. 
nal Creatures; ſome of which (as Hawk 
and 'Horſes:) we Hood-wink, when- wel 
wou'd keep them intent on particular mat. 
ters. We muſt ſhut all other Buſineſſes ont 
from our Minds, at that time. We mul 
— hive any thing to do our ſelves, nor 
expoſe our ſelves totbe: diſturb'd by Others 
We muſt not only enter into our Glofets 
but mut our Doots about us. The great 
Art to attain this Happineſs lies in ſaying 
have nothing 10 ido this half hour, bur to w4s 
0 my God. For if ve determine our ſelus 
© no time, but are in haſte to do ſomething 
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it isa great hazard if ever we are recolle&- 
© ed. This is ſpoken of the orderly Courſe 
* of our Devotions, when we have nothing ae 
© miſs in our Bodies or Minds. But if either 
© Care, Trouble, or Indiſpoſition diſtract our 
Thoughts, and make them apt to ramble 
from our Duty, there will be more Pains 
* ſtill requiſite: It is not enough to ſet our 
* ſelves a certain time, but we mult lay aſide 
© ſo much at large, as will be neceſſary to re. 
cite our Devotions attentively. If when 
* your Mind 1s in a good frame, a Quarter of 
© an Hour is ſvfficient for this ; you are not to 
* think much, if now you can be able to do 
* it in a whole Hour. That is, if you can 
* recite your Devotions ſo, in an Hour, as 
* to be able to attend to each Article of them. 
For taking in the large Intervals, in which 
* (in ſuch a caſe) your Thoughts will be quite 
* loſt, and roving far away from the matter 
they are about, and in which time you pro- 
* ceed nothing at all, in your Devotions; and 


that many times you will be forc'd: to repeat 
before you will be able to acquit your ſelt 


* Thrice your uſual time, or more, may well 


* tience is a virtue, as neceſſary ſometimes in 
Devotion as in Afflictions; and the want 
* of Patience, does as often make our Devoti- 
« ons defeckive, as the want of Recolle- 
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that ſame Sentences, over and over again, 


* of your Duty, and attend to what you ſay :. 
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be ſuppos d to be ſpent; and tis well if you 
* come off ſo. From which we. ſee, that Pa- 
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© Another Rule to prevent Diſtractions ii 
prayer, is to give no way to Vain Amuſe- 
© ments out of it. By vain. Amuſements, | 
mean thinking of things that never will he, 
© or per aps never can be; meer Chimera, 
© It is a good Maſtery of our Thoughts, to be 
© able to reje& theſe immediately, as ſoon a 
* we reflect, that our Minds are buſied about 
them: For perhaps, our Minds may be got 
© a good way in them, before we take notice 
© of it. *Tis enovgh then, when we find it, 
© to caſt them out, and ſay, Away with thi 
© vain Amuſement : To what purpoſe this Chi- 
* mera? Why do I ſpend Time and Thought a 
© bout it, who have ſo many, neceſſary things t 
© rake up both. ? . * 
Again, in another Place he Adviſes thus 

f thou art troubl'd with Unattentiveneſs, 
and wandring Thoughts in Prayer; conſi. 
© der whence they ſpring, and that will diſcoyer 
© what they are, If they are ſuch, as depend 
upon any Affection, or Paſſion in thy Heart, 
* which is not yet mortify'd, as it ſnou d be: 
© Then 'believe me, they are unclean Birds, 
and pollute thy Sacrifice, If they ſpring 
from any thing, that is thy Burden, and 
© which thou laboureſt to ſubdue; tis ſtill a 
little better: Be not diſcouraged; caſt 
© them from thee calmly, beg Pardon, and 

purſue thy Duty. If they be the Thoughts 
of Buſineſs, in which thy Affections are not 
concern d; only that thou art unhappily 
engag'd in an over-multiplicity of Affairs: 
Rid thy Hands by degrees, as faſt as tho 
PL . TY. , _ 
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© canſt, that the Waters may ſettle, and thy 
* Thoughts be free to wait upon God. For 
© this Diverſion from his Service, is evil, but 
not to be help'd, till the Buſineſs that feeds 
© it be withdrawn. 79 £7 
_ © Laftly, if the Thoughts be only of indif- 
© ferent Matters, and Trifles; wandring on 
* ſeveral things, without coherence ; to which 
thou haſt neither Affection, nor Engage- 
© ment: Rouſe up, and awaken thy ſelf; 
put thy Heart into the preſence of God, 
© and lie naked before his Majeſty. For this 
© is the Sleepineſs of the Head, and the 
© Drowſineſs of the Senſes. For as in Sleep, 
our Thoughts run incoherently. to and fro; 
© {> this is a degree of Sleep, and thy thoughts 
© ramble, proportionably to this degree: 
© But check them, awaken them, and bemoan 
« thy ſelf, and ſay; Pardon, O Lord, the Be- 
© haviour of thy Servant, ſo unſuitable to thy 
© Tremendous Majeſty. Thy holy Angels 
may juſtly have Indignation, againſt ſuch a 
© Wretch asI am; that preſume to treat the 
© adorable Majeſty of their Lord, with ſo lit- 
© tle Reverence and Reſpect: While they, 
* who are ſo much above me; ſo high in E- 
* minency and Honour; yet pay thy Infinite 
© Majeſty, infinitely more awful Homage. 
* Ah! poor Soul, what Advantages doſt thou 
© loſe of improving thy Soul in Grace] what 
* Strength, what Spiritual Knowledge, what 
Comfort, what Humility, what Divine Love, 
' nighteſt thou have acquir'd; by dwelling 
un the Preſence of God, and ſitting at his 
5 - | Feet 
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Teeet, in this time; which thou baſt perfect. 
* ly loft, in Vanity and Dreaming! Aſſiſt me, 
O my God, to Conquer this Evil alſo, and 
© then my Soul ſhall. be Happy in Converſing 

© with Thee. | wes 
I ſhall conclude the Account of his Devo- 
tions, with a Copy of his private Prayers 
which I find among his Papers, which will 
give the Reader a clearer View of Mr. Bounel's 
Piety than any thing I am able to fay of it, 
and which I hope many devout Chriſtians will 
offer up to God with great Comfort in their 


1, v 


Retirements. 


A Prayer. 
Compos'd a. © 7 Lord my God, heavenly Father ! Ma- 
bout the Year ce ker of all things; Judge of all Men, 
1691, r © moſt worthy Judge Eternal; Thou art a 
1692. <« Righteous Judge, ſtrong and patient, and 
| Thou art provoked every Day ; and that 
e by my wretchedneſs. I have ſinned, what 
<« ſhall I do unto Thee, O Thou preſerver of 
© Men? God be merciful to me a Sinner; 
Mercy, mercy, O my God, in and thro 
thy Dear Son : Accept of that full, per- 
fect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and 
« SatisfaQtion, which he hath offered upon 
ce the Croſs, not only for my Sins, but for 
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| * the Sins of the World, on my behalf, and 
* of thy infinite Mercies make me partaker 


** of it. O my moſt. gracious Saviour, vouch- 
© ſafe yet to own me before thy Father for 
-- thine, and obtain for me pardon and for- 
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„ giveneſs for all my Sins. Accept of me, O 
*- moſt merciful Father in him thy be loyed 
« Son, as thou haſt enabled me humbly to 
offer up my ſelf to thee thro? him; and 
grant me Grace to ſerve thee faithfully, 
“ ſincerely, uprightly, heartily, all my Days. 
« Fill, O fill my Soul with Zeal for thy 
„6 Glory, and with longings for the coming 
of thy Kingdom, that thou, O moſt Gra- 
6 cious Lord Jeſu, may'ſt ſee abundantly of 
© thy Seed, and of the travail of thy Soul 
% and be comforted over all the trouble and 
« Sorrow which thou haſt endur'd for our 
« ſakes in bringing forth Salvation to the 
„World; that thon may*ſt be exalted in 
* the Hearts of Men, and that the Kingdom 
of Sin and Satan may be done away. En- 
* creaſe the number of thy own Servants, 
« ſtrengthen their Graces, be glorified in 
* them, and let their Hearts ever rejoice in 
© thee, Fill my Soul with ſuch a deep ſenſe 
© of thy wonderful Love to us, and of thy 
* bitter Sufferings for us, as may provoke 
% me for thy ſake, to love thoſe Souls 
„hom thou haſt ſo tenderly Joy'd, and 


| © fo dearly bought; and to endeavour to 


« ſpend and be ſpent for them. 

Lord, have Mercy upon us in theſe ſin- 
0 ful Nations: Spare us good Lord, we 
* have grievouſly ſinned : Righteons are 
© thy Judgments which thou haſt brought 
upon us; pardon opr crying Sins, which 
have provok d them; pardon our unre- 
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| * formedneſs under them. Pardon, mer. 
50 cifully pardon the unſuitable returns we 
© have made to thy wonderful Merciex, 
«© Be entreated for us, good Lord. Be glo. 
« rified if it be thy gracious Will, by our 
© Reformation and not by our DeſtruCtion, 
“ Turn all our Hearts to Thee from the 
50 higheſt to the loweſt. Turn thou us, 
© and ſo ſhall we be turned; ſend. forth 
e a Spirit of Reformation into the midſ 
< of us, and make us a holy People, Stir 
ce up the Hearts of thy Servants whom 
« thou haſt ſet over us, that they may be 
4 zealous and happy Inſtruments in thy 
hand, of promoting this good Work, 
« and may be bleſſed in their Deed. 
„Grant us, Princes to Rule in Righteouſ. 
« ncſs, and Paſtors after thy own Heart, 
« Send forth painful Labourers into 
thy Church, and bleſs all that wait at 
© thy holy Altar with ſoundneſs of Do- 
« Arine and Piety and exemplarineſs of 
< Life and Converſation, particularly thoſe 
e for whom] am bound to pray. Grant that 
„they may glorifie thee on Earth, and be 
5“ glorified with thee in Heaven. FE... 
Comfort, I implore, all thy poor Ser- 
s vants that ſuffer for the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience ; viſit them, O Gracious 
Lord in all their Priſons, their Dunge- 
< ons, their Gallies, their Baniſhments,their 
ff Diſtreſſes... Thou knoweſt them, thou 
ſeeſt them under all: O ſtay their Souls 
upon thee, and let their Lives be preci: 
| Fo L ly 
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James Bonnell Eſq, 

« ons in thy fight, and their Deaths right 
« Dear. Supply abundantly to all their 
« Souls the want of thy holy Ordinances 


e glo. Wl © ſo richly vouchſafed to us, and in thy 
y our Wl good time deliver them, as thou haſt ſo 
tion. Wl © wonderfully and graciouſly deliver'd us. 
m the O that our whole Souls may rejoice in 
du us, Ml © thee, and bleſs thee for theſe thy wonder- 
. forth “ ful Mercies to us: O make us faithful to 
midſt W* theein all our holy Vows and Engagements. 
>, Stir % Vouchſafe to bleſs thy Servants [my 


whom Wl © Siſter and her Husband] with the fear 
may be i of thy holy Name, and with Grace to 
in thy “ bring up their Children in thy Fear; O 


Work, “ that they, and theirs may be thine, Bleſs 
Deed. all my near Relations, and dear Friends, 
hteouſ. make them thy Servants. Bleſs and re- 
Heart. ward all my Benefactors; Bleſs all whom 


bf Do- Infinite Mercy pardon theſe my Sins and 
zeſs of and remove the evil Effects and Influences 
y thok of my Sins, whereſoever they have reach'd. 
ant that . Reward a hundred fold into the Boſom of 


* all that offer up, or have offer'd up Prayers 


and be 8 
unto thy Majeſty in my behalf; Bleſs them 


or Ser- {WF good Lord, and all that belong to them. 

ny ofa WW © Be gracious to all of us, whom thou haſt 

zracious WF admitted at any time together to thy 

Dunge - Holy Table; ſtrengthen our Hearts, O 

6 moſt gracious Lord Jeſus in thy Ways; 
thou 


| ſtrengthen us againſt all and each of our 
ir Souls WWF Temptations and 

preci- WW make us more than Conquerors in thy 
L ay | „Love. 


wy 


have injur'd by Word or Deed, in Soul, 
Body, Goods, or good Name. Of thy 


ifficulties in Life, and 


The Exemplary LTEF of 
Love. Let the Thoughts of thy wonder; 
ful Love, be ever ſweet to our Souls, and 

to my Soul, and let us Love to Meditate 
Sacrament © thy Bitter Sufferings. LO fit and prepare 
Peek. our Hearts whom thou doſk now Invite 1 
feaſt with thee, at this Holy time approach- 
ing, that our Hearts may burn within us 
while thou art pleas'd to converſe with us, 
that thou may ſt then vouchſafe to be known 
to us in 9 of Bread. O Let us not 
be of the World, as thou wert not of 
it; keep us from the evil of it, till thou 
ſnalt bring us to thy ſelf in Peace. 
O my Father, O my God, I am in thy 
hand, and rejoice above all things in being 
ſo; do with me what ſeems good il 
thy ſight ; only grant me pardon for thoſ: 
Sins which continually provoke thy Rod, 
and ſanctifie every ſtroke of it to me; 
make it effectual to wean my Heart from 
the World, and from all ſinful Aﬀett- 
ons, and root out the remains of my {in- 
fully contracted Habits, that I may be 
pure and holy before Thee, and unte. 
provable in thy fight. 
© O be gracions to all thy poor Servants 
that are in Miſery and Diſtreſs of Mind, 
Body, or Eſtate, all that lye on the Be 
of Sickneſs, all that want the Comfort 
that I enjoy: Eaſe them, gracious Lord, 
and relieve them, give them Patience vl 
der thy Hand, Submiſſion to thy WI 
and a happy Iſſue, in thy good tim: 
out of all their Afflictions; and give 08 
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James Bonnell Eſq, 


* a heart to aſſiſt and relieve them accord- 
jag to the Abilities thou giveſt me, as a 
* faithful Steward of thoſe good things 
g thou haſt entruſted me with for their 
" ol. F 

« O Grant me a thankful Heart for all 
* thy Mercies; for thy Infinite good- 


" neſs in making me thy own handy-work, 


and giving me a Being capable to Love 
„Thee! For all thy Fatherly Tenderneſs 
to me, Care of me, and Gracious Deal- 
" ings with me in my whole Life. For 
„thy wonderful Patience and Forbearance 
in not Cutting me off in my Sins, but 
** exerciſing me with thy adorable gracious 
** Providences, to awaken and bring off my 
soul from Sin and Folly ; for delivering 
me out of all my Dangers, and from all 
my Fears and Terrors. For making me 
thy Care hitherto, and giving me the 
”* Comfortable Hopes that thou doſt and 


wilt continue me ſo. For calling me to 


* rejoice before thee, for making me to ſit 
* as an acceptable Gueſt at thy Table, 
treating me as a reconciled Friend, giv- 
ing me the Sacrifice of thy Dear Son, 
whom my Sins had Slain, in token of thy 
perfect reconcilement to me, and paſſing 
by all my Unworthineſs. For loving us, 
* and that ſo, as to give him, the Son of 
Love, out of thy Boſom for our Redemp- 
tion. For finding thy ſelf a Ranſome for 
dus, which we cou'd not have thought of, 
* Which we dard not to have ask d. — 

* ks . 0 * ; „ TE IV 2 N os t at 
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ce that thy inconceivable Love, O moſt gra. 
« cious Lord Jeſu, Lamb of God, Son of 
« the Father, who takeſt away the Sins of 
„ the World, which thou haſt born, and 
c doſt bear to us; which brought thee from 
* thy Fathers Glory to viſit us, to take up- 
& on thee our Nature, to become miſerable 
with us, and to humble thy ſelf to the 
„ loweſt Condition of Men: For all the 
« good which thou haſt done, and the evil 
* which thou haſt ſuffer'd for us in thy Bo- 
dy and in thy Soul. For all that bitter 


„ Pain and Shame and Sorrow of. thy Soul 


„ unto Death: For the Agony and Bloody 
„ Sweat, and Terrors and Dereliction of 
thy Father, which thou haſt endured for, 
and from my Sins, in making Atonement 
for them to thy Fathers Wrath, which 
<« they had provoked, (O that I may add no 
* more to this ſad weight, but may be faith- 
<« ful to thy Love for ever.) For thoſe 
« tender Expreſſions of thy Love vouch: 
5 ſafed to thy Servants and Followers, to 
© ſhew us how much thou loveſt Mankind, 
« and to provoke our Hearts to Love thee 
© the tendereſt of Lovers. For thoſe Com- 
* forting and Encouraging words to them, 
* while thy Soul ſo much needed to be 
*© Comforted. For thoſe kind Invitations 
* to us to pray unto Thee, and in thy 
** Name; for praying for us upon Earth, inter- 
& ceeding for us continually in Heaven. For 
5 promiſing to viſit us, and to Comfort us 
* with thy Spirit, and fulfilling thy 9 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 
& ſo graciouſly to thy Servants. For pro- 


« take us to thy ſelf, O fit us for thy ſelf: 
« and let our Souls long to be with thee. 

« For granting me to. be born in thy Church 
« and of Religious Parents, for waſhing me 
in thy Baptiſm, making me a lively Mem- 
« her of thy Body, and inſtructing me in thy 
„Doctrine of Truth and Holineſs... For 
« permitting me to love Thee; for bring- 
ing me to thy Table, and making me re- 
joice before thee: For pardoning 
my Sins, and ſaying that thou art the 
4 Propitiation for them, and preſenting me 


„to thy Father reconcil'd in thy ſelf. For 


feeding my Soul with thy precious Body 
* and Hood, giving me thoſe pledges of 
c thy Love, and aſſured conveyances of Grace, 
* and Strength, and Comfort, and immor- 
tal Happineſs with thy ſelf; for ſaying 
* to my Soul ſo graciouſly, that thou woud'ſt 
not have given me theſe. good things if 
thou wert not reconciled; to me, that 
© thou art my Saviour and wilt be my Savi- 
Hour for ever, and that this thy precious 
„Blood - ſhall ſave me from the Terrors of 


| © the great Day. O Pardon my unworthi- 


« neſs of theſe thy ineſtimable Favours and 
« pardon my Sins againſt thy Love. 
<« sanctifie the friendſhip which thou haſt 
„granted me with [theſe] thy Servants ; 
O that our Prayers may be heard for each 
* other, while our Hearts are united in thy 
ear and Love, and graciouſly unite them 
ö n & more 
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« miling to prepare Places for us, and to 


I" 
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ce more and more ſo. Strengthen the Heart 
* of us thy Servants againſt all our Corrupti. 
ons and Temptations, enable us to con 
“ ſecrate our ſelves faithfully and entirely 
<« to thy Service, grant that we may pro- 
© voke each other to love and ſerve thee; 
and grow up together before thee in thy 
<< Fear and Love to thy Heavenly King: 
dom, and by thy Infinite Mercies vouch- 
<« ſafe to bring us to rejoice together before 
<a” 5155 => 95 8 
„Out of thy fulneſs, O moſt Gracious 
Lord Jeſt, let me receive Grace for Grace, 
<< Humility, Meekneſs, Purity, Holinefs, Re- 
„ folureneſs and Conſtancy in Devotion, 
<« Attentiveneſs and recollection of Mind in 
„coming before thee; Patience in waiting 
ce upon thee, Weanedneſs from the World; 
<< Reſignation to thy holy Will, and Con. 
<« tentedneſs in all Conditions; ſinceritſ 
and uprightneſs of Heart before thee my 
« God, and towards thee, my God, and 
& towards all Men, and univerſal Charity, 
4 Þ adore thy condefcending Love, 0 
% Lord God our Sanctifier, in giving thy 
% ſelf to thy Creatures, and vonchſafing to 
<< be with thy Church and Servants always; 
to Aﬀiſt, Sanctifie, Strengthen and Com: 
« fort us; to carry on and perfect the 
« work of Redemption in each of our Hearts; 
„to Seal us to thy Heavenly Kingdom, to 
« unite ns to thy Self and to each other, 
« by vouchſafing to be the Lord and Prin 
cipal of all our Life: For thy gracion 

fl anew. 
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James Bonnell E/q; 
« Motions and holy Inſpirations to me a 
« Wretch; O pardon my rebellings againſt 
« thee, my grievings of thee ; be not pro- 
&« yok'd to leave my poor Soul; graciouſly 
« aſſiſt me, and make me meekly attentive 
e and readily obedient to all thy ſecret Mo- 
« tions, that thou may?ſt Conform me in all 
„ things to thy holy Will. 13-30 

« O my God, I Praiſe thee for thy con- 
« tinual preſervation of me; for thy fa- 
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« therly Protection over me [ the Night * At Night, 


oc . 1 | {a 
paſt, for refreſhing me with comfortable Sleep, A: 

« and bringing me in Peace to the light of this e. _ pf , 

„ Day, J for all the outward Comforts OS 


« thou giveſt me, and for leave now hum: f hee. 
« bly to Pray unto thee: . O accept of my 
© poor Services, pardon the ſinfulneſs of 
© theſe and of all my holy Duties: Re- 
ceive me into thy gracious Protection 


* and keeping || [this Day.] Let me be in This Night. 


© thy Fear all the Day long, and ſet thee 
i before my Face continnally : - O Bleſs me, 


and all my Dear Friends + [This Day eſpe- + This Night 


* cially] with the Bleſſings of thy Children. eſpecialh. 
Amen. Ou. fte; ! ill 


Vndreſſing, ſay the 4th Pſalm. 
Kneeling down before ft epping into Bed. 


Ba Good Lord pardon my Sins againſt thy 
Love: Let me lye down this Night re- 
” © concil'd 


: | - in Peace 
« which thou ſurroundeſt me with, for the , 2h end of 


« meaſure of Health and Strength which ir nos before 
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ce thy Infinite Mercies. Amen. 
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the leaſt of all thy Mercies, particular) 
cc of theſe comfortable conveniences which 
c thy fatherly tenderneſs doth provide for 
cc my repoſe; ſanctifie them to me, Gracious 
“Lord, and comfort all that want them, 
< all that. are now in Pain, Sickneſs, Trou 
© ble, Sorrow, and all that lahour in-the 
& Agony of Death. Grant that L may It 
cc down with thee, and riſe up with ther 
c and when | awake up, whether in Life ot 
c in Eternity, O let me be preſent with 
cc thee. Fill my Heart with thy Fear an 
ce Love, and vouchſafe to be the firſt and 
„ laſt in all my Thoughts, that whethe 
“ Sleeping or Waking, Living or Dying! 


4 rael who never ſlumbereſt nor ſleep, 
c vouchſafe to watch over me and keep mt 
e this Night and preſerve me from Sin anl 
* Danger and all Illuſions of the Enemy, fo 


Waking in the Night. 


« I adore thy condeſcending Majeſty, 0 

« my God, who vouchſafeſt thy ſelf to l 

< the Pilate of the 'Ship, the Charioteer 

the Chariot, whichcarries'me lying at - 
Mg" 


. L » 
— 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 


« and Peace, through the Seas and Wilders 

- W< nefs of this Night: Thou art near to me, 

„( and I deſire to ſpeak to thee, to bleſs 

( thee, and adore thee, who art ſo near to 
| « me, Amen. 


ticularly Waking in the Morning. 


vide for © O my God. who haſt vouchſafed to 
Gracion carry me through the Seas of this Night, 
| “ and to ſet me down in Peace and Safety 
„ Trou“ on the ſhore of this Day, where I wou'd 
r in the be, among my acquaintance of the things 
may leg of this World, let me not enter into con- 
'10h'thet BE verſation with them, till I have firſt pay'd 
n Lite ag my humble Homage to thee, my moſt a- 
ent wia dorable and gracious God. I lift my Heart 
Fear ani“ to thee. 

firft au 
whether 
Dying | 
0 of l 


Firſt getting out of Bed, kneeling. | 


_ © To thee, my moſt adorable Preſerver, 


Neepel i 1 humbly offer up my preſerved ſelf : 
keep mW my Body, my Soul, my Members, my 
1 Sin eng, Senſes, my Faculties, my Thoughts, my 
emy, to Words, my Deſires, my Inclinations, my 


Affections, my Actions, to be Govern- 
* ed, Guided and Sanctified by thee, and to 
„ be made conformable to thy holy Will 
** this day and always. Amen, 


M Waſhing, 


1g at ea 
2 a 
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Waſhing. X * 


e Waſh me throuphly from my Wicked. 
*© neſs, and cleanſe me from my Sin. 0 
„ Waſh me with thy precious Blood, O moſt 
4 gracious Lord Jcin, who haſt loved us and 
c waſl'd us from our Sins. Except thou waſh 
me, l have no part in thee. Thou haſt made 
me ſenſible that] ſtand in needof thy-ama- 
zing Condeſcention, to be watht fromthe 
ftains which I daily Contract, that thou 
may'ſt engage me to practice daily the 
fame Condeſcention to my Chriſtian Bre- 
thren. Amen. N 


2286-2688 


Kneeling in the day time. 


* OO my God, to thee I humbly offer up m 
< ſelf, accept of me graciouſly to be thine 
in thy Dear Son. Thou haſt made me 
* what I am, and given me what I hape; 
<- live by thee, O that J may live to thee. 
<< By thee | am this moving Body, and this 
thinking Soul. O that both may pay 
Homage to thee; thou upholdeſt and ſu- 
ſtaineſt me every Moment, L am a living 
Monument of thy Mercy, O that I m 
* be a living Monument of thy Praiſe: 
* Glory be to thee, O Pord, moſt High. 
6 Amen. | . C848 
Thus did Mr. Bonncl diſcharge the great 
Duty of Prayer, in every part of it, both 
Pablick and Private: And as he Pray d with 
ont ceaſing :;, 10 he was a conſtant and * 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 
Gueſt at the Lord's-Table: And therefore ! 
now come to ſhew, what his Practice was, 
with Reſpe& to the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's-Supper. . 

He was very early touch'd, with a lively 
Senſe of his Obligations, to commemorate our 
Saviours Paſſion, in that Holy Myſtery; and 
Ifind from his own Meditations, that as he 
improv'd in Knowledge and Years, his De- 
ſires after that Divine Feaſt, grew ſtronger 
ſtill. For there he found all the endearing 
Comforts of Religion; God's Goodneſs diſ- 
play d, and His Juſtice ſatisff'd: The Con- 
templation of which, gives the trueſt Peace 
and Joy to Humble and Penitent Minds. 

A great part of his Private Writings con- 
ſiſt of Meditations, preparative to the Sa- 
crament, or Thankſgivings after it: So 
that for feveral' Years of his Life, hardly a 
Week poſſed over, but he put down ſome 
Communion Thoughts in Writing; ſome 
Meditation or Prayer, upon the Love of 
God to Mankind; or ſome part of our Sa- 
viour's Life, or Sufferings; eſpecially, du- 
ring the late Troubles, when he needed the 
Supports of Religion moſt, and ſeems to 
have enjoy'd' them, in a greater degree than 
at other times. | 


After his Settling in Dublin, His conſtant 
practice for many Vears, was, to Commu- 
nicate twice every Month: Beſide all the 


ſolemn Times, when the Holy Sacrament is 
adminiſtrec. But ſuch longing Deſires had 
be, after that ſacred Memorial of obr Savi- 
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Thoughts not ſo much his own, as they usd 
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our's Love; that he cou'd not allow him: MW «1; 
ſelf to want it, whenever it might be had; 
ſo that at laſt, he Receiv'd every Lord's. 
Day. 3 6 

Tho' his Life was a conſtant Prepara- MW ; 
tion for the Holy Communion, yet he had T, 
very ſtrict and particular Retirements in or- MW co 
der to put his Mind into that Divine Frame, C 
which he judg'd ſo neceſſary, for that near MW ta 
and ſolemn Approach to God: And theſe 
happy Retirements, were employ'd. in ſtrit Ml 4 
Examinations of his Life; and a ſevere en- cc 
quiry after his ſmalleſt Failings; and the N p. 
warmeſt Meditations upon the Love of God, Ml v. 
and bitter Paſſion of our Bleſſed Saviour. ſe 
And in his latter Years, he Lamented no- r. 
thing more, than that his Time was ſo ta- 
ken up with Buſineſs, that his Retirements 
were interrupted ; and conſequently, his 


— 


to be: And particularly, it troubled him, 
that he was often forc'd to be late at his 
Office upon Saturdays; leſt his going to 
the Sacrament next Day, might have an ill 
Effect upon his Servants; and tempt them 
to preſume too far, and approach the Lord's 
Table, without ſufficient Preparation: For 
10 (as he wou'd ſometimes ſay) 1 fteal Mi- 
nutes at my Ofice; they are not enough to ſatis 
fue my Scif, much leſs to give good Example to 
Others. RSS os | K 

As it was his great Study, to Prepare him- 
ſelf aright, for the Holy Sacrament, that ſo 
he might come to it, with a truly Penitent 
22 V Heart, 
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Heart, a lively Faith, and inflamd Affecti- 
ons; ſo during the whole Adminiſtration, ſo 
intenſe were his Thoughts, ſo earneſt were 
his Prayers, that thoſe who were near, and 
obſerv'd him, hardly ever beheld him without 
Tears; which he conceal'd as much as he 
cou'd, by keeping cloſe in the moſt private 
Corner of the Seat; and he was forc'd to 


take ſome time, to make his Face fit to ap- 


pear before the Congregation. For though 
a ſorrowful Conntenance does very well be- 
come every Devout Communicant; yet his 
Principle and Conſtant Practice was, to a- 
void every thing, that might make him ob- 
ſerv'd by others, or any way raiſe the Cha- 
rater of his Piety among Men; reſerving 
that chiefly to the Eye of God. 


When he return'd from Church, he im- 


mediately retir'd into his Cloſer, and ſpent 


a conſiderable Time in his own Private Pray: 


ers and Praiſes: And as his Wife was ſtill 
his Fellow Communicant ; ſo with her, he 
Pray'd before Dinner, Bleſſing God for that 
happy Opportunity, given them both, of Com- 
memorating our Saviour's Sufferings, and re- 
ceiving the Pledges of his reconciled Favour ; 
and Praying for all thoſe who had been Partakers 
with them, that Day, or at any other time, of 
thoſe bleſſed means of Grace, which they had then 
receiv d. ET 4 | | 
That unhappy Controverſy, which Di- 
ſturbs our Church, about the Poſture in 
Receiving the Holy Sacrament, was a great 
Trouble to him: His great Humility did 
M 3 then 
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to fall low on his Knees: And in one place 


poſture in this Holy Exerciſe 


»The Favour and the Privilege he grants 
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then, in a particular manner, prompt hin 


ſpeaking of the Sacrament, he thus delivery 
his Senſe of that Diſpute. Went 

What need theſe Nice Diſputes, about 

We ſit at 

© God's Table, tho' we Kneel in the Church, 


© vs, is that of acceptable Gueſts, who have 
< leave to ſit in his Preſence, and at Meat 
© with him. It is our Souls that Sit! well 
may our Bodies be, as they that Serve, 
* The Table, which we call the Holy Altar, 
© is but a Shelf of Wood: God's Table is 
* a Spiritual thing; it implies Privilege, 
and Favour, and Honour, and Freedom: 
And thoſe that are admitted to this Divine 
© Feaſt, ſit at his Table, whatever Poſture 
their Bodies be in. Were Chriſt indeed 
on Earth, the Table he ſat at, we ſhou'd 
expect (if we were favour'd) to fit at too; 
becauſe Equality in Poſture, is Honour; 
but now He Sits not at this Outward Ta- 
* ble, which is before us; why then ſhou'd 
e? The Food which we receive, come: 
© not from Thence to us, but from Heaven. 
We tit at the Table from whence our Food 
comes. Tis true on our Table, the Holy 
Elements are. Impregnated with the Ma- 
terials of Life; like the firſt framing of a 
Living Creature, or Embryo, before it 5 
* Quickned : But they are Quickned with 
< Spiritual Life, only upon the Faith of each 
* Receiver, which God hath appointed s 
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© be the concurring Inſtrument, or means 
of this Divine Quickning. Then they be- 
come to us the Seeds of Glory, and the aſ- 
© ſured Conveyances of Spiritual Nouriſh- 
ment, and Immortal Happineſs. And as 
* ſuch, they come to us from a Higher Ta- 
© ble: And while we are admitted to fit at 
© that Table, well may we be content, and 
© well does it become us, to Kneel out- 
* wardly in the Church. While we fit 
* with the Church Triumphant, well may we 
be content to Kneel with the Church 24:1:- 
tant. | | ) 

O Lord, while my Body kneels outward- 
© ly in thy Houſe, and my Soul fits at thy 
* Myſtical Table, in thy Preſence, thro' 
thy great Favour ; {for it is Thou, O my 
« moſt merciful Saviour, haſt been pleas'd to 
bring me, and ſeat me there, elſe how ſhon'd 
have dar'd to have appear'd) What is the 
© Food, thou wilt give me from this thy Ta- 
© ble? It is Immortal Love, wrapt up in 


Bread. Surely then this is glorious Bread, 


* which contains ſo infinite a Treaſure, and 
© may well be call'd Thy Body and the Plcage 
* of thy Love. And is Immortal Love, the 
* Myſtical Food of our Souls? O moſt Lov- 
ing Saviour, who wert content to have thy 
Body Broken, that thou mighteſt Novriſh 
© and Suſtain us with this precious Food; 
* give us ever of this Bread, and be it unto 
us according to thy Gracious Intentions. 


© Amen. 


"+ 


The Exemplary LIFE ef 
His Meditations upon the Sacrament, ate 
very numerous, as I have already ſaid; fo 
that, inſtead of being inſerted in a Life, they 
wou'd make almoſt a Volume themſelves. A 
Spirit of Primitive Picty runs through them: 
And it plainly appears, that the Author of 
them, ſpoke from his Heart; and was deep- 
ly affected with the Subject, about which he 
Wrote, I ſhall here give the Reader a Taſte 
of them; and by theſe Few that here follow, 
he may make a Judgment of the Reſt. + 
| © We pray to God, and our Saviour, for 
© Pardon by his Agony and bitter Safferings; 
* how does this oblige God to Pardon us? 
What Right have we, to inſiſt on theſe and 
© repreſent them before God ? Women in- 
* deed Expoſtulate with their Husbands, by 
the Common Pledges of their Love: Their 
Children, by their mutual Endearments: 
And ſometimes one Friend with another, 


© by their common Sufferings, in the ſame. 


* Cauſe. And it is an Argument prevailing 
© upon Humane Nature, to yield to what is 
* ſo deſir'd. But. ſtill there muſt be ſome- 


© thing Common. We mult have a Share, and 


© Intereſt our ſelves, in what we ſo plead by; 
if we hope to prevail. When therefore we 
* uſe this ſort of Expoſtulation with God, as 
the ſtrongeſt and higheſt Argument to 
obtain what we deſire ; there muſt be 
Something common in what we plead by, 
* or the Argument loſeth its Force. Becau 

* tne Son of God endur'd bitter Sufferings, 


* waat then? What is that to us if we are 


Strangers 


* vw hw 
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£ Strangers to theſe Sufferings? It is like the 
6 caſe our Saviour himſelf puts; Tbon haſt 
© Propheſy'd in our Streets, we have Eaten and 
© Drunk in thy Preſence, To whom he will 
Reply, What then] Te are Strangers to me, 
© I know you not. So that it is not enough, 
that the Son of God hath Suffer'd for us; 
* we muſt have a common Share in it, and 
© be mutual Sufferers with him, and then in- 
© deed we have leave to Expoſtulate with 
© God by his Sufferings, and ſhall prevail: 
We have a kind of Right to mention them; 
* and God will graciouſly be wrought upon 
by it. But how ſhall we be Mutual Sufferers 
with him? By laying to Heart what he 


* with his Wounds, and Bruiſed with his 
* Strokes; by having the Reproaches of them, 
that Reproach'd him, fall on us; by having 
our Souls ſorrowful with his Soul, even unto 
Death; by Trembling at the Wrath of 
God, due to our Sins, which caus'd him 
* ſuch Amazement, in making Atonement 
for them. Let us go to Mount Calvary, 
* and endeavour to put our ſelves in his Place. 
We are They, Lord, who have ſinn'd, 
let us ſuffer the Pains: Thou haſt done 
nothing amiſs, why then ſnhou'd thy Holy 
Body ſuffer theſe Tortures? Thy Righte- 


' Cannot bring thee down, nor exchange 
Conditions with thee,” O that we cou'd 


had not fo ſin'd, as to procure theſe thy 
| Tor- 


* hath Suffer'd for us; by being Wounded 


* Ous Soul feel this Anguiſn? But ſince we 


give thee one Moments Eaſe! O that we 
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© thouſee it, without trembling ? Canſt thai 
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F ſome of thoſe Affections, ſome degree d 


The Exemplary LTEF of 
+ Tortures! O Wretches that we are! te 
* have brought this load upon Thee ! See 
O my Soul, what thou haſt done! Thy 
have brought thy greateſt Friend, the Be. 
© loved of God, His only Son, the Everlaſt 
ing Prince, to this fad Condition? Cant 


ſee it and live? It wou'd be grief extri. 
ordinary, only to fee him in this Condi: 
tion; what Heart cou'd not be moved at 
it, that knows who it is that Suffers ?. But 
to be thy Self the guilty Cauſe of ir, ought. 
eſt thou not to wiſh, that the like Pain; 
might fall on Thee, and that thou might 
Suffer with him a little, to cover thy Con. 
fuſjon ! For this Confuſion to an Ingeny- 
ous Soul, that truly ſtood by our Lord ii 
this Condition, wou'd certainly be a Tor: 
ment ſo great, that one wou'd almoſt wil 
to hang on a Croſs, to divert it by a nes 
Pain. O my Redeemer, if knowing whit 
I now know, I had ſtood by thy Croſs, I hope 
the Confuſion of my Soul, wor'd be nothin} 
leſs, than what J have here deſcrib'd. Since 
then, I believe Thee to have Suffer'd al 
this, as much as if I had ſtood by Thee, 
and that Thou art pleas'd to repreſent 
© thy Sufferings often again to us, and tot 
© ſet forth as evidently Crucified among us: 
O ſtrengthen my Imagination, and u 
© Faith, from Myſtical Repreſentations d 
Bread and Wine, broken and poured out; 
to paſs to thy real Sufferings, and take! 
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* that Confuſion (if, alas ! I cannot take up 
the whole of it) which I ſhou'd be ſeiz 4 
© with, at Thy actual Crucifixtion : Then 
* may I have Leave, O my Saviour, having 
« Suffer'd with Thee, to plead: with thy Fa- 


* thy Soul, when thou didſt make Atone- 
ment for Sins; pardon my Sins, and have 
© Mercy on me. Wherefore didſt Thou en- 
dure that Agony, but to obtain Remiſſion 


© and give it to thoſe that humbly Cry unto 
Thee for it; that Thou might'ſt give Gifts 
© unto Men, of the Trophies purchas'd with 
© thy Blood? My Soul is wounded by thy 


© it, David's Law was, That Thoſe that ſtayd 
* by the Stuff, ſhowd ſhare with thoſe that tooł 
© the Spoil: Lord, who is able to bear Thee 
Company in Thy Grievous Conflict? Weak 
* and Faint we muſt be left behind: But 
* our Soul goes along with Thee, is bound 
* up with Thine, and is wholly fil'd with 
* Concern for Thee. O let us partake of 
the Fruit of thy Labours, of the Iſſues of 
thy Sufferings. Thou haſt obtain'd Par- 
don and Peace; O beſtow ſome ſhare of 
it upon thy Servants. | 

* Let me go on, O my Lord, to Suffer 
* with Thee, while Llive in this Sinning World. 


« Sufferings, and ſpeak Peace to my Soul; 
- at 1 ON 
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© ther, by thy Sufferings. By the Agony of 


* of Sins; that Thou might'ſt diſtribute, 


Agony; O let me partake of the Fruits of 


O vouchſafe to let me have a ſhare in thy 
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* Confidence here, and Rejoice with "The 
© one Day hereafter, In forgetting both 


Ihine, and my Miſery and Trouble. 4 


men. „ 2M 
At another time he offer'd up the folloy. 


ing Prayer, with Reſpect to every part df 


our Saviour's bitter Paſſion; the Comme- 
morating of which, is the principal End of 


the Holy Communion. 7 
O my Saviour, O my God! By thy ly. 


0 ing proſtrate on the Earth, in a Cold Night; 


and thy Soul's being exceeding forrowfu|, 
even unto Death : By thy grievous Agony; 
© in which Thou didſt Sweat Drops of Blood, 
© between thy wonderful Love to thy Church, 
© and the Infirmity of thy Humane Nature, 
* which drew back at the Apprehenſion of 
* thoſe Sufferings which Thou wert to paß 
* through for Us: By thy thrice lift ing up 
* ſtrong Cries to thy Father, to remove from 
Thee that bitter Cup, if it had been his 
Will, and been poſſible for his juſtice, 


© otherwiſe to be ſatisfid: By thy firm Re. 
ſolution which thou didſt take up, to fo 


through that great Work for our ſakes; 
© And by thy meek Reſigning thy ſelf to thy 
* Father's Will, and ready concurring with 
* His wonderful Love to us, in deſigning to 
perfect our Redemption, by thy Sorrows 


. © By thy being Betray'd by thy own Diſc 


_ © ple, and ſuffering that ſinful Wretch to 


© Kiſs thy bleſſed Lips: By thy being ap- 
© prehended, rudely Bound, Hurried away 
Fas a Malefactor: By thy being * 

* of 
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© of all thy Diſciples, and none of them da- 
© ring to own, or ſtand by Thee: By thy 
© being Inſulted over, and treated as the 
© meaneſt Slave, without Reſpe& or Pity, 
© and carry'd to and fro from Magiſtrate to 
© Magiſtrate z from Tribunal to Tribunal, 
© and every where falſly Accuſed : By thy be- 


6 Reviled: By thy being Crown'd with 
© Thorns, rudely Preſs'd down on thy Sa- 
© cred Head, and entring into thy Temples : 
© By thy being Array'd in a Mock Habit, 
© and a Reed put into thy. Hand, inſtead of 
"a Scepter: By thy being Sentenc'd to 
Death as a Criminal, and Condemn'd 
© to the Vileſt, moſt Painful, and Reproach- 
© ful kind of Death: By thy being Scourg'd 
* by mercileſs Hands; the Plowers plowing 
* upon thy Back, and making long Furrows = 
By thy being loaded with a Heavy Croſs : 
* By thy being Strip'd of thy Cloaths, and 

faſten'd to it with Nails, ſtruck through 
the moſt tender and Nervous parts, thy 
Hands and thy Feet; ſo that the Iron entred 
into thy very Soul: By thy being Crucified 
in the midſt, between two Malefactors, as 
if Thou hadſt been the greateſt of them: 
* By thy being Rear'd up on the Croſs, and 
the weight of thy Body hanging on Four 
Wounds: By thy being Expos'd Naked 
to the View of the World, bearing the 
Shame, as well as the Torment of my Sins: 


5 n 0 
1 By thy precious Hlood, iſſuing out of thy. 
* Wounds, and forming a Laver for my, Sins) 
| n ere ee 


© ing Buffeted and Spit upon, Mockd and 
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© a3ndof the whole World: By the Feaye-' 
© riſh' Heat of thy whole Body, occaſtond 
by the Extremity of thy Pains: By thy 
JTongueꝰ's cleuving to the Roof of thy Mouth, 
and having Vinegar given thee, when Thou 
wert Thirſty; thy Soul, in the mean tin, 
more ' vehemently thirſting after our Sal. 
vation: By thy having refus'd the Wine, 
© and Myrrh, which was given Thee, to Stu- 
© pifie thy Senſes, becauſe Thou woud'ſt feel I. 
© all che Pain of thy Crucifixion for us, in. N 
< its greateſt ſharpneſs, without che lea: I * 
© mitigation : By the tender regard which I. 
Thou hadſt in the midſt of thy violent . 
© Pains, for thy Holy Mother, and Beloved . * 
< Diſciple: By the Sword which pierce, © 
through her Soul, and the Sorrow'whict I, k 
© Wounded his Spirit, and the extream Af. * 
© fliction which overwhelm'd them borkj/to 
© behold' Thee Suffering: By the Gracious 
© Comforts vonchfafed the Penitent Thief, 
© in the midſt of thy own Diſtreſs : By tte 
Anguiſb of thy Soul, not to be expreſo d, 
in beholding the Wrath of thy Father, ſo 
© hotly flaming againſt us, for thoſe Sins df 
ours which Thou didſt bear in thy own Bud) 
on the Tree; and that too under ſo great 
© Weakneſs of Body, that both made Thee Ci 
© out, My God, my God, why haft Thou forſ« 
© ken me! By thy voluntary giving up the 
© Ghoſt, (when Thou mighteſt have brouglt 
© down thy ſelf from the Croſs, and chat 10 
Man cou d take away thy Life from thee,) 
< that the Work of our Redemption m. 
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( be finiſh'd by Thee: By thy bleſſed Side, 
being piercd with a Spear, entring into 
thy Heart, and letting out the lait Remains 
of thy Blood; that Thou mighteſt ſhed all 


hou . of it for us, and give full Proof tothe World, 
Ihe « of thy being truly Dead: By thy Soul's | 
8 being ſeparated from thy Body, (chat deſi- 
ine, rable Union being violently DiſſobyFd) and 


its paſſing into the State of the Dead, and 
' of perfect Separation; and Sanctifying that 
© Middle State to thy Servants, for their 
souls to Reſt in, till the Reſurrection. 
* By all theſe ſeveral Sorts and Degrees 
© of thy Suffering: By all this Bitter Pain 
* and Sorrow and Shame, and Agony and 
* Anguiſh, which thou didſt endure in thy 
* Body and in thy Soul, for miſerable Men, 
and for me a miſerable Wretch, tt. 
Hlave mercy upon me! Shes 
© For wherefore didſt Thou ſuffer all this 
for us, and for me, but that Thou might- 
* eſt have merey upon me? My Sins, O 
Lord, have occaſion'd all this to Thee; 
* for .leſs than this, wou'd not have Aton'd 
them. Tho” in reſpect of Thee, whowert 
* the Sufferer, O thou Eternal Son of God, 
* theſe thy Sufferings are ſufficient to atone 
* Innumerable Worlds: Yet ſince Thou 
forſs * didſt ſuffer them for me, 1 beſeech Thee, 
p ih x by the Remembrance of all their Bitter- 
dug, net, to have Mercy upon me: Thou didſt 
ar no ſuffer the Shame, and the Pain, and the 
cher) . Sor ro due to my Sins; O Pardon thoſe 
mien ins, which Thon haſt ſo dearly aten d 
17 rr. : Since 


The Erenpl LIFE of 


Since then, O my. Saviour, Thou com- 
* mandeſt me to Commemorate theſe thy 
* Sorrows, and to Do this in Remembrance if 
© Thee; Amen. I will do it, in Remem, 
© brance that I have Wounded, and Gr ier 
and Bruisd Thee: In Remembrance that 
1 have made thee behold the Wrath «f 

thy Father, and ſeparated thy Precious 

Blood from thy Body, which Thou preps 
reſt to give my Soul. But at the ſame 

time, the Thoughts of thy Wonderful Love 

in the midſt of thy Pains and Sorrows, muſt 
© yield my Soul unſpeakable Delight: Where- 

* fore, while I am griev'd with thy Grief, | 
will Feaſt my ſelf in the Pleaſures, and Tri- 
* umphs of thy Love. I will partake of thy 
* Torments, and alſo of thy Joys, which thy 
: Love did yield in the midſt of thy Ago. 

nies. : Lads Ace 

I ſhall add only one Sacramental Medits 
tion more; which ſhews how his Thoughts 
and Time were uſually employ'd after the 

Communion ;, being compos'd upon his re. 
turn Home, from that Heavenly Feaſt. 
The Glory of my God with his Hes 
* venly Hoſt, fill'd- the place; God the Fa 
© ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, were all there, 
* beholding and accepting their little Flock 
© The Angels were pleag'd to take knowledge 
© of theſe Candidates for Heaven, that tie 
might be acquainted with them, when the 
* ſhou'd Arrive” in their happy Mankons 
* My Saviour Impregnated the Conſecratei 

< Elements, and in a manner Embody'd him 

i of 
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« ſelf there; yet ſtill remaining where he was, 
filling Heaven and Earth, but more parti- 
© cularly our Chancel; ſaying to Us, and to 
Me an undeſerving Gueſt; Du are all my 
Friends, and VForthy, whatever your Sms he, 
© through my Suffering. I receiv'd my Bleſ- 


© ſed Saviour into my Heart, nay the whole 


Trinity; for the Unity of the Father, and 
© the Power of the Spirit, accompanyd the 
* Sacred Action ; But, -O my. Soul, let not. 
what is paſt, content Thee: Thirſt more 
© and more, after thy Dear Lord, and give 
* up thy ſelf entirely to him; let there be 
no Reſerve; but: in Body, Mind, and Spi- 
© rit, deſire to be made a fit Receptacle for 
© him. And let all that belongs to thee, be 
His; in entire Reſignation of it, to the 
* will of* God, and Reſolving to part with 
© what. is convenient, for the Relief of his 
r tn 3 in 
How Bleffed-an Inſtitution is this, O my 
* Adorable Saviour ! What con'd have been 
* found out comparable to it, to quicken us 
in Holineſs! How does it actuate all our 
Thoughts, and ſet-all-our Powers awork /! 
y Bus la it entertain our Minds, and fill 
* our Souls! Like the Diſciples going to 
* Emans, our Hearts burn within ut, and are 
full of amazing wonder at thy Rich Mercy! 
hefore + come to thy Holy Table, Trifles 
divert my Mind, and engage my houghts; 
but w Hen 1 come from-rhenge, my Heart 
is all Joy and Wender, all. Adoxration and 
miſe z all Sacrificeand Reſignation 18 
1 1 | N rage 
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rage and Reſolution. How is my Saviour Wy 
to be Ador'd for this Wiſe, and Gracious e 
Inſtitution, who has provided ſo effectu- . 
Jally for his faithful Servants, to the Worlds b. 
end! Be Thou ever Ador'd, O mercifułl Fe- 
Jeſu, O my God, and my Lord] For thy I. 
wonderful Deſigns of Love and Mercy to ly, 
. the Sons of Men. Annen. * MD: 
- i e. From the preceeding Account of Mr. Bon- on 
ber of the mell's Conftancy and Behaviour at the Holy I on 
Lord's-Day. 
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Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the Reader IM de 
will of himſelf conclude, that he was aRe- ¶ on 
ligious Obſerver of the Lord's-Day ; and fach WU wi 
he was in a very ſtrict manner, giving it en- va! 
rirely up to the Service of God, and Exerci- Re 
ſes of Religion. He had Private and Fami- At 
fy Devotions ſuited to the Day; and all his hi. 
Dreſſing time he employ'd in Repeating MW 
Pſalms, which had moſt Relation to the Bu- IW ſp 
ſineſs of it, as the 84th, 1 16h, 118th, and lie 
7224, and others, as his time allow'd him. Br 
He expreſs d a great Diſlike to the Practice ¶ at 
of ſome Families, in making the Lord's-day, bu 
3 Day of Publick Feaſting, and Entertain - el 
ment; inſomuch that moſt of their Servants, de 
are depriv'd of the Benefits of it, being to' IM ov 
them, neither a Day of Reſt, nor Devotion. Fa 
To this purpoſe, I find the following Remark Se 
of his, upon David's refuſing to Drink the Pr. 


Water of Berhbleem, which Three of his if 
mighty Men had hazarded their Lives to Be 
bring him, 2 Sam: 23. 17. Is not this the ot 

Blood of the Men that went in Jeopardy of their to 
Eren, therefore he not not Drink ir. Thos, Bf © 
— | F: « 


Janies Bonnell Hh; 
iys te to bimſelf goof ro Church, andenjoyef 
the Ordinance of God : Thy Servant | #11 ae Vain 
0 dreſs thee periſhing Food. ' How knoweſt thou 


[but it is to the Jeopardy of ber Eternal Liſe ? 


Fear to Eat of that Meat which Coſts ſo dear. 
This Practice he remedy'd in his owft Fami- 
ly, as much as he cou d, without turning the 
Day entirely into a Faſt. He, generally up- 
on the Lord's Day, had no Company but his 
own Family; that ſo no Reſerves might hin- 
der him, from entertaining them with Religi- 
ons Diſcourſe. But if other Company were 
with him, he wou'd be talking to his Ser- 
vants about the Sermon, and bring in ſome 
Religious Subject to be diſcoursd of; and if 
Abroad, he ùs'd the ſame Method, but with 
his uſval Modeſty and Caution. | I 
The Lord's-Day Evenings he thoſe to 
ſpend alone, or in ſuch Company, where Re- 
gion might be the only Entertainment. 
But the Rarity of ſuch Company, made him 
at laſt reſolve to vifit None upon that Day, 
but the Sick, or the Affficted; and to de- 
eline receiving Viſits, as much as poſlible ; 


deſiring to converſe only with God, and his 


own Thoughts, till it was time to call his 


| Family together. Then he Examind his 


Servants, and Inſtructed them in the great 
Principles and Duties of Religion. Then he 
dſually read to them ſome plain Pious 
Book, for about an Hour together ; then one 
or more Chapters in the Bible, and ſo went 
to Prayers; concluding the Day with his o- 
ther Devotions; only large Additions, of 

en N 2 


Prayers, 
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© that Eternal Day of Holineſs, and of Reſt, 
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Prayers, and Praiſes proper to it. Thus did 
he anſwer, in his Practice, the End of the 
Inſtitution of the Lord's Day, making it a 
truly Chriſtian Sabbath; a Day, not ſo 
much of Reſt, as Religion, and a happy 
T ype of that Eternal Sabbath, which the 
Saints enjoy in Heaven; who reſt for ever . 
from their Labours, yet are for ever em. 5 


ploy'd in the work of Thankſgiving and. 
Praiſe. 8 a | BY A. 2 Fre 2 th * t 
' I ſhall here add his Judgment of the ne. f 
ceſſity of Obſerving the Lord's-Day, and . 
keeping it ſtrictly Holy 45 
The Lord Bleſſed the Seventh Day, to 


< the purpoſes of Piety and Spiritual Benefit 
of his Servants; yea, and it ſhall be Bleſ- 
© ſed. This is not a Branch of the Ceremo- 
© nial Law; for from the Beginning 
of the World, the Lord hath eſtabliſhd 
* a Bleſſing upon the Seventh Day, making it 


CC 


a Mark and Characteriſtick of his Servants, 
tice of · a Seyenth Pay; an outward. Sign 
of his Everlaſting Covenant with them, 
from the Beginning to the End of. the 
World. He hath ſanQifid a Seventh part 
of our Time to himſelf; and as He here- 
tofore ſanctif'd the Temple, as a Type 
of our Emmanuel, of our: Saviours Man- 
hood; and gave great Privileges to the 
Prayers that were offer d up to Him, in it, 
or towards it; ſo hath he Sanctif d, eyery Ml * 
Seventh Day of our Time, as a Type of 


A 


, 


which 
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* which we ſhall enjoy, in the Preſence and 
* Company of our Lord in Heaven. Fear 
© not then, my Soul, the Day is bleſſed ; 

C whatever thou offereſt up to thy God, on 
this Day, ſhall. have a double Acceptance; 
* and whatever good thing thou deſireſt, on 
„this Day, "ſhall have a ſpeedy Anſwer. 
* This is the acceptable Time, f in which God 
© will hear Thee; this is the Lord's own 
Day which He hath See, and in which 


. 


© He will Bleſs thee. Oply take 10 that Iſa, 56: 6. 


© thou keep the Covenant 0 the Lord, nd San- 
* tifie this his Day. (For moſt wiſe Rea- 
« ſoas, he hath, appointed. it, as pd en 
: Neceſſary to'the provement of our Souls, 
© For whoſo looks into the World, and ſees 
© how Men are apt to be engag d to it, and 
forget their Eternal Home; will” oon 
think, that One Day in Seven, i is as lit- 
* tle as can be, to Revixe ang Maintain in 


their OPS, 4 true Seuſe of Fins.) Then Verſe 7. 


: * BY 1 thy, Goabripg thee 20, his ho holy enen, 
and 10 275 in his Hoyle, Prayer ; 
* thy B urnt- Offer 777 thy FSacrifices, ſhall ho 
* accepte on bis 00 Altar. Thy Deyctions 

© and thy Service ſhall be accepted that 


1 Day 0 g het de in his Si ghr, through 
Me Copeyans, ove. Lord 


ta kot r p w=_ peaks 1 to. the fame 
purpole,,.:..: 


* 


vals ofthe Jews, wy rightly belohging to 
them: For the things which they were 
"3 kept 


WL iſtian,;Ch wr ch oor 4 the Feſti- | 


_ © quiring Aſſembligg to the Worſhip bf God. 


© to their Repoſe ; the others to their Ly 


not fb ftri& in forbidding Work, as re: 


* 
„ 


a. 
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kept in remembrance of, were Fulfill& iq 


c 


_ ©. our Saviour; and therefore the ſame Feſti, 


© vals were to be kept by Chriſtians, i 
© remembrance of this Fulfilling, Thus the 
© Paſſover was the Type of our Saviqun 
Suffering, and Transferr'd to our Eaſfer 
The Feaſt of Tabernacles, to Chriſtmas, in 
© remembrance of God's having pitched his 
© Tabernacle among Men. And ſo the Sab. 
< bath, transferr'd from an Outward to a Spi. 


_ © rityal Reſt; in Remembrance of Chriſt 


© having perfected the Work of our Redem- 
< ption, and our Reſt from Sin procurd 
© thereby: So that we are not to look up 
on it as a Jewiſh, but a Chriſtian Feſtival; 
for to do otherwiſe is blam'd by the A. 
© poſtle, and ParalleI'd with ſetting. up of 
Circumciſion. „„ 

* The Jews obſerv'd the Sabbath for 
© long time, only as a Day of Reſt, and not 
© of Holy Exerciſes. The Chriſtians at firſt, 
did meet in the Night of the Lord's-Day, 
© becauſe of Privacy ; and ſeveral of then 
were Slaves, who cou'd get no other time; 
in the Morning thoſe, that cou'd went 


© bours. fi EY” 
- © The Laws of our Church and Land arc 


* 


And for the reſt of the Day, We ate parti 
* cularly directed to Acts of Charity; and no 
doubt ſuch Innocent Relaxation is lawf, 

8 8 : 8 * 2 5 EF: 0 | Y | 228 5 
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© ay does not take us off from that ſerious 
< Temper of Mind, we ought to maintain. 

it ſeems Impoſſible for Men to be Sav'd, 
without Sanctifying One Day in Seven; 1 
mean in the ordinary Courſe of Living. 
© Leſs than this, will not keep their Minds 
above Sin, and the World. And then all 
< Vifits and Idle Chat is to be avoided, and 
< we ought to be altogether alone, or in 
Company and Converſation, that may Edi- 
fie; and we are to conſider, that the Lord's. 
© Day is not only a Remembrance of what is 


| * paſt, but a Type of the Eternal Sabbath 


© in Heaven; and therefore ought to be 


_ © ſpent in ſoch Exerciſes (bating Acts of 


Charity and the Neceſſities of our Mor- 
< tal State) as we hope to be employd in | 
. | = 

And as he kept the Lord's. Day moſt ſtrict- He abſerv d 
ly Holy, ſo he was a Religious Obſerver the Feaſts 
of the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church, giv+ 4d Fats 
ing them-up to Devotions proper to them, :e Church. 
as much as his Engagements in the World 

wou d allow; to Humiliation and Repentance, 

if Days of Sorrow; to Praiſes, if Days of 


Joy. And what he thought of our Feſti- 
vals, and how he obſervd them, the Two. 


following Meditations will ſhew. 3 
* Solibus ſtivis non conſule computat Annum, . ats 
was the. Character of the happy Man of. 


Old. But our Happineſs is of another 1133. 
* ſort, and our Computation different. o - 
happy Soul when the Offices of Religion 
do Meaſure out to thee the Time and the 


N 4. - Teary, 


2 i 
W - a, I 
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c 


© this Bleſſed Study! May my Soul enter 
* grito your Secrets; and dwell with you in 


— 


is thy Kalendar; when as thou doſt re- 
ceive with pleaſure, the Fruits of each Sea. 
ſon, which the Bounty of thy God cauſeth 


ful Changes, ſo thou may ſt meaſure. ont 
thy Time, with ſuitable variety of Praise 
and Devotion; aſpiring in each Seaſon, 


Vear, and ſummd. up thy Gain at laſt in 


Church, in making this Theme thy Study 
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Year; and Devotion in its Decent Drefs, 


the Earth to bring forth to. thee z the Sun 
and Heaven yielding fucceſlively their grate- 


after ſome. new Grace in return, till thon 
haſt run the Circle of them. all with the 


a happy Eternity. Happy Soul! to whom 
each new Week is welcome, - and known 

not by the Almanack, or the outward: Face 
of the Year, but by the Grace it propoſes 
to thy Meditation and Practice in itz 
Collect, while thou doſt join with the whole 


and thy jonas When each Month is known 
to thee, not by the Old Heathen Name 
it bears, but the bleſſed Saints it Comme- 
morates, welcoming with Joy their Holy. 
Feſtivals. O happy Sonls who · unite in 


this Sacred Exerciſe! May [ ever: rejoice 
in this orderly Revolution of Time, ever. 
be with you, the Children of the Kingdom, 
the Favourites of Heaven, the Delights df 
my Soul, and Heirs of Eternity, 10:8V 1 
happy. Periods of. this Revolution; Can 
fbus employ d through the Mercies of our 
Saod. God, 12 7 we roul infenfibly on from 
© (Grace 


x 
„ 


5 4 . ” | 
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; nd from Commemorating the Saints here, 


hereafter.” 4 .* 

The Other Medita 10 
pon the Feſtiral of our Saviour Nativi- 
5 and thoſe Holy Da 
Lord, Thou haſt made this Bleſſed pe. 
n, If ſtival, ſeem to us, as-the' Forty Days- af. 
ter thy Reſurrection did te thy Diſciples ; 
he when every; Day thou didſt preſent thy 
in felf to them, ſometimes imone Form, ſome- 
m I times in another, now to this Com n 


mpany, 
vn now to that * reviving their Hearts by 


ts i Joy and Comfort. 80 8 chou dow plea- 
d fed. .o be continually; as it were, coming 
bo and tro among us; ſometimes Viliting 
'N us in'thy Wortkip, ſometithes in thy Word, 
„ ouetimes in thy Sacraments, ſomeri 

Bn thi 


Serv, All 
ordering one 
fiek; AO 


ou. been amongſt ul in 
oſt chou nqt fulfil thy 
Pelight is with the Children 


our 


' Grace to Slory, from Time to Eternity, 

to enjoying our Lord, and them for ever 
Ane. =? F007 Tor 0: Eg Me 

tion 1 ſhall' Tnſere; is 
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Afria Ob.. He had very early reſolv'd to keep Faſtin 


ver of the Days, and to his Laſt, continu'd a ſtrict 0 
| Faſts of the ſerver: of the Stated Faſts of the Churd 
Church. and hardly ever, in any Period of Life, ft 


5 Lord, to preſent thy ſelf to the Souls 4 


up in Contemplating the ſeyeral parts whicho 
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our Delight be with theee, while thou 
thus graciouſly pleas d to be with us. Le 
© us ſlip. no opportunity of meeting "Thee 
* where ever thou art pleas'd to be Preſen 
in thy Holy Ordinances. Find a way, goo 


* thy poor Servants, who: enjoy not theſ 
c Bleſſed Opportunities at this Lime; who 
* ſee. nothing of the. Feſtivity of this hapy 
© Seaſon ; break into their Souls by the im 

© mediate working of thy Spirit; and le 
* them rejoice with thee alone, * 

cannot with the Glad peſs of thy Peop 
© Let their Inward Joy. bei ſo much the — 
< er, as they are depriyv d of means of Out 
< wardly expreſſing” ir. 

It were eaſie to add many other of Mr:Bomel 
Meditations upon our Feſtivals ,eſperially ti 
greater Feſtivals,ſet apart moreimmediately 
Commemorateour Bleſſed Saviour: All-whid 
Holy Times he obſerv'd with a moſt Religio 
Care and Zeal, his Thonghts being wholly tile 


Lord acted upon Earth, and are then par 
ticularly Commemorated. But I muſt nc 
let this Work Swell too much upon n 
Hands, and ſhall therefore pals on to otle 
Inſtances of his Pietx. 


Prrocied | by. Buſigeſs, Ns CR or 
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from making Friday a Day of Humiliation, 
Repentance, and Religious Sorrow. 3 

He endeavoured” to ſpend his Faſting Days: 
done, and wholly to give them up to Reli- 


giovs Exerciſes. and Contemplations; his 


chief study, being to affect his Mind with 
the moſt tender ſenſe of our Saviour's Bitter 


Sufferings 3 ; ſtrictiy ve review and examine 


his Life, and earneſtly to Bewail his ſmal- 


leſt Faitings. His uſual Practice on Fridays 
was, about Noon to repeat the Fifty Firſt 


Plalm, Kneeling with ſeveral Prayers ta- 


ken out of the Commination Office, beſides 


Others of his own Compoſing, 


But his manner of obſerving Faſt Days, | 
and what then Principally employ'd his 
Thoughts; the following Meditation will 


ſhew. 


© Behold in you r Faſt Day y on find Pleaſures | 
of a Faſt Day, is to conkider 
* our Saviour's Sorrows, and our Sins that 


: . Exerciſe 


caus d them; To conſider God's Wrath 
provoꝶ d, and the Univerſe diſordered, and 
putting on Mourning by them. All theſe 
dare Serious and Afflicting Conſi derations; 
* but no Man can admit of Afflicting Con- 
0 ſcderations, who has at the ſame time Sen- 
timents of Pleaſure: The Nature of Man 
* is ſo fram d, that his Thoughts follow his 
* ſentiments. He muſt be in Pain himſelf, 
* that can think of Painful things; he muſt 

* be ſorrowful, that can frame an Idea of 
: ſorrowful things. When any thing Pleaſ- 
9 8 us, we are al ogether Indiſpos d to da 
8 


0 


ry 
N * 
# 
, K 
. z 
* 
* 


7 


hy « Goodies! 8 10 gore Son of God! Grant 


Propoſal or Endeavour to promote the Ho 


a 75 zmoſt-Feople, in the great Qoricerns d 


0 and Religions Friends, what at, will thi 
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of Piſpieaſin Matters. Therefore Ki 
4 „That. Go, do dwch provides againſt, aut ö 

ce Pleaſure on ehr Faſt Days. 
| faite I O Unm Py 


me Grace, not to ek to pleaſe my se 

© in 3 World in which my, Sins made thee.; 

© Man of Sorrows, and acquainted , with 
6 Grief, and thea ſuffer the Ot Ignomini 
© ous Death. 

Having, thus conſidered Mr. BopelPs Pie. 
ty, with reſpect to the great Duty of Pray 
er, the Sacrament of the Lord' s. Supper, th 
Lord's Bay, with the Feaſts and Faſts of the 
Church; I ſhall now Zateih dh ſome other 
Dnties, which he diſcharg'd'w e lime 
actneſs and Care. 

Nothing gave him greater Jos, than; 21 


nur and Service of God, and ſu Prefs Im- 
moralit Nen Profaneneſs; and 1155 e of hi 
Moſt ſe e Afflictions,, proceeded fron 
that bo: and jndifferency he obſerv' 


eligion a another, World. Hie Was obe 
Af. thoſe who man e in, Secret, for or 
Fahlick Sins, and by, 3s powerful Prayen 
Je not a ER 2.0, Ayert Fa 
Jadgments f Pon. ep Aten their” Cant. 
mange. Aa, he 1905 5 , often . ſay to Heli 


5M to, her e null it end. The ige 7 
2 ſeems more Aud mur Wearing 2 of tn 
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{| Vor was this Religious Zeal for the Ho- 

or of God,” and Sorrow for the Reigning 

"ad mpieties of the World, only the Effects of 

ee and more confirm'd Habits. of Piety. 

oo bc following Meditation Compos'd at Ton- 

17 401, in the Twenty Seventh Year of his Age, 

Bl Fl ſhew the contrary. - ' 

Th © O my God! For the Contradiction of Sin- 

NES ners, when will it bave an end! How 

in, long ſhatl I live amojig thoſe, that are Eo 
pf Enemies to Righteouſneſs, to Thee, thy | 

Ne Word, my Soul, and their own! And | 
11 yet I live in a Land, where thy Religion 

Ge Be Eſtabliſh'd and Profeſs'd ; thy Death, O | 
9 dear Jeſu, Granted and own d. My Soul el 
"If is weary of the Blaſphemies of Atheiſts, " 
IF of the Horrid Oaths and Imprecations of a 
brofane, and Sly Objections of Malicious 1 
"Ho Sinners: While we hope to be Sand by. = 
10 thy Death, why do we not all Rejoice 

Tin it, and alike Believing it, alike make 

fool our Diſcourſe of it? O that with one Con- 

RF | ſent on thy Day, the Mouths of zll the 

* People of this Land, might be filld with 

Wa iby Praiſes. and Wonderful Works. That 

* wherefoever we cou'd go, we. might paſs 

"ak but from one Diſconrſe of thee to another; 

i tr it right be Natural among vs from 

un | the Greateſt to the Leaſt, familiarly to 

15 Converſe of Thee. and thy Laws; and with 

doe Heart, and with one Mouth, make 

51 1 mention of thy Name „ and all join in 

N osning the Miraculous Hiſtory of thy Fro- 


ridence, and Works of Old; and the 
; — "" _ 


2” 4 
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leave a Bleſſing upon thy Servant. 


— 
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© Life and Death of our Adorable Redeem. 71 
er, in the Fulneſs of Time. But who nafWui/ 
© hope for this, in the midſt of our Pro-Mom: 
< faneneſs ! Is it not enough for me, to de. Mat 
< fire that there may be among us, a Seel 


DUrg 
Number of thoſe who fear the Lord! Huf 
© And therefore Two things, Lord, I hum-Weas c 


bly Crave; Let their never fail il theſ 
Lands, ſuch an Eleck Number, as hare 
not bow'd there Knees to Sin, nor bent 
their Minds to Atheiſm and Profanenek 
And next, let it be thy Bleſſed Will to cal 
my Lot aniong them, and make me one 
of that happy Number; let me ſpend nh 
Days with them; and among them let my 
Life end; and when I come abroad into 
the World, let their Spirit foflow allen 
act me, that I may continue uniformly th 
ſame Man in all plices. Let not theO- 
verflowing of Ungodlineſs be able to er 
tingvih my Devotion, nor cauſe me to 
comply with, or approve of their wick hot 
Practices. In Concluſion, O that all tha 
People of theſe Lands, were the Lord 
People; that. thy Will may be done bj 
al! upon Earth, as it is by all in HeavenWolil 
That where-ever we come, we might find 
every Heart fill'd with thy Love, and ere 
ry Mouth with thy Praiſe, eſpecially l 
thy Day! Accept, O Lord, of my Ut: 
worthy Prayers; and anſwer them ſo fu cie 
as is good in thy ſight; bur vouchſafet 
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m. the Religious Societies; which began in 17 a grea: 
dahin about the Year 1693, gave him great Promoter of 


ro- Momfort and Joy; he not only approv'd of the Relrgions 
de. at Pions Deſign, but did very much en- Societies. 

led Npurage and Promote it.: He pleaded their 

rd Muſe, writ Letters in their Defence, and 

um as one of their moſt diligent and Prudent 

beſe irectors. He conſider'd very well the A- 

ute hſes, to which, by length of Time, decay of 

bent Meal, and the Neglects of thoſe who are 


incipally Concern d to Overſee and Go- 
rm them, thoſe Societies might be liable; 
t he found they did preſent Good, and 55 


amhet made him Rejoice; and he usd to argue, 
t i bat tbe Poſſibility f 4 Thing s being Abus a, 


no Reaſon tb decline the Uſe of it. He was 
Weniſe a zealous Promoter of the Societies 
r feſormation of Manners, who apply them- 
les to the Suppreſſing of Profaneneſs and 
0 ex-Mice ; He was always preſent at their Meet- 
ps, Laid their Deſign truly to Heart, and 
Whought much of it; He contributed libe- 
ly towards its neceſlary Charge, and con- | | 
intly pray'd for their Succeſs: And all 
ho wiſh well to them, or their Cauſe, are 
nſible, how Uſeful a Friend they have loſt, 
y Mr. Bonnells Death; tho' he, no doubt, 
joys the Reward of his Indefatigable Zeal, 
ſo Glorious an Undertaking, 
Agreeable to his Zeal for the Religious 
dcieties, and all Publick Undertakings 
hich might ſerve the Intereſts of Piety, 
ere his Private Endeavours to promote it 
eee 


ſation. 


he catch d at all Occaſions of ſuggeſtinggo, 


— 


Fn the following Letter, will Waffe 


tions of adhering to it. : £ 
A great 4p And as he. duſtriouſly nbd all Oy 
moter of Re N of gaining, Proſelytes to Piet, 


gious Conver- 


his conſtant Converſation; and talk d of nt 
| thing Kür with Pleaſure. He had a peculi; 


nothing that aim d atmagaifying hi 
raiſing' his. own-2 


ſpake of Religion, it»was with: nager 


of him in Practice. 1257 2 


The Exemplary LIE Exe, 
ply'd himſelf to Young People, and took: 


articular: Pleaſure, in Forming their. tend 
finds.. to the Love of God and Religion 


Thoughts to them; and Encourag'd, Bired 
ed, and even Reprov'd them, with ſuch Ter 
derneſs, Concern, ; and Addreſs; as frſt t 
gain upon their Affections himſelf; and th 
o to improve the Power he had with then 
as to make them. in. love with their Duty, u 
excite ſtrong Deſires after Holineſs ig the 
Hearts, and to arm them-with A Reſol 


— 


ſtudy d to make Religion the. Subjec 


— ©. - CS A. e- 9 


Art of engaging Company, upon ſuch : Sul 
jeckzz and manag d his part. of inch Diſcourl 
wich that Madeſty and: Prudenee, chat tht 


appear d nothing, of - Artifice- Or 
wel 


Q Py 4a. 


Character?)  Byt-when.! 


fineſs, with Calmneß, aud Huwdlity'y al 
never ſour'd ſuch ; Colnverlabow e 
ritable Reflections upon Others, wito xiii 
differd from him: in Opinion, or fen 00 


But his judgment of Religious Comer 
tion, chiefly as to che manner of it and vi 
what. Modeſty. and Gavtion he- managt 


— — — — — (=> 4 — we: may. gang — — 8 — . — — — — — —— — 
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ly ſhew written to a Religious Friend upon 


3 subject. 


— 
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* think I cannot better employ this Day, S⸗ Peter's 


* than in taking the Leiſure it affords me, Day, 1693. 


* to Entertain my ſelf with my Dear Fellow- 
© Servant of our Great Maſter ; in ſome ſuch 
© Matters, as, we ſhon'd perhaps be Talking 
© of, if we were together: There Is parti- 
0 cularly one Thing: that I have ſtarted in 


« Diſcourſe, which I intended, when I got 


; Leiſure, to ſpeak of, more at large i in Wri- 
« ting; and that was, about outward Ex- 
preflions of Piety. I confeſs, as to my 
, ſelf, I have been always Reſerv'd in them 
* ſuch I mean, as were calily Imitable, by 
' Perſons of any ſort; as Lifting up the 
| Hands, and Eyes; godly Words and Ex- 
| preſſions of Endearment, concerning God, 
Since I have Converſed with you, 1 have 
* ſpoken more of theſe Things, than ever I 
* did before; but I have comply'd with it, 

only towards You. Now the Caſe, 1 think, 

is this; It is our Duty, on fit Occaſions, to 
© Declare our ſelves. publickly for God, and 
* for the Cauſe. of his Holy Religion, when 
© it may be for his Glory, and the Edifica- 
tion of others; and the Engaging and Ri- 
eting our Selves in his Service, by ſetting 
' the Eyes of the World upon us; and ma- 


bing them Witneſſes againſt us, if 1 we ſwerve 


gor Faulter from our Profeſſions. But then, 
this ought to be done by ſome ſolid, Eſſen- 
, tial Expreſſions of true Piety, which none 
but thoſe that are indeed truly Pious, can 

o attaig 
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< well ſuppoſe, that they had a preſent, live 
© ly Senſe,- and Feeling at their Heart 


of what they ſpoke, anſwerahle to the 


— 


id \ 
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attain to; ſuch as a Gracious Countenance, 


I 
% , 


an humble Mien, an Unaffected Modeſty, 
and a Chearful and Sincere Frankneſs in 
Declaring, . that we are the Servants of 
God, and devoted to Him; or ſpeaking 
© Words, drawn from the Soul of Piet), 
*' which amount to ſuch à Declaration 
* thoſe of the Apoltle, I/ any Man love we 
© the Lord Jeſus, let him be accurſed. But then 
© theſe words, muſt not be borrowed from 
others, or even from Scripture it ſelf, but 
© Originally our own; for any one may ſpeak 
© good Sentences by roat. There are ſome 
© Expreſſions, that tend not ſo much to ſhey 
< a Devotedneſs to God, or Reſolutions of 
© Deſires to ſerve him, as our Nearnels to 


R na. © 6 


Him. Theſe are carefully to be avoided; 


© for they tend too much to heighten a good 
© Opinion of our ſelves; are apt to mon 
© Envy or Cenſure, and may happen in ſome 
© meaſure, to deprive us of that Nearneß; 
© by caſting a little damp upon our Con: 
© ſciences, and cauſing God to withdrav 
His Favours; ſuch are, Accounts of Trau. 
© ſports and Elevations. that God gives 1 
in his Service; and very. endearing Ex. 
< preſlions, in mentioning of God; as, 1 
© deareſt Lord, my Sweet Jeſus, my Loving 
© Father, inſtead of ſaying only God; whid 
© I have heard ſome Perſons uſe upon too 
* ordinary Occaſions, when one cou d, not 


* 
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© neigth of the Words: For none can have 
* a Senſe in their Hearts, adequate to ſuch 
© Wards as theſe, but it will put them into 
© a Tranſport, which will either expreſs it 
* ſelf in a. Flood of Tears, or in Silence; 
* and hinder them from readily going on 
with other Talk. There are other Ex- 
* preſſions which are the Language of our 
* Hearts, Immediately to God himſelf : And 
tis ill to uſe our ſelves to Speak or Write 
© theſe, but when our Hearts indeed go a- 


long with them, and have intercourſe with 


* God. .. Bbt it is hard to ſuppoſe, wken we 
* uſe them too frequently, our Hearts can 
© always go along with them: And this 
gives Matter of Offence to good People, 


* and is a Prejudice to our Selves: For if 


© we uſe to ſpeak ſuch Words, as ought to 
* be ſpoke, only to Gad himſelf, withour 
* ſpeaking them indeed ro Him with our 


© Hearts, it will certainly. Indiſpoſe our 


© Hearts, to ſpeak fo him in thoſe Words, 
* when we wou'd, Becauſe we ſhall get a 
* way of ſpeaking ſuch things by roat, and 
* not be able to difcern, when indeed we 


| © ſpeak to God, and when we don't. 


My Converſing with you, has put me 
© upon ſpeaking and writing more things of 
this ſort, than I did before; except in my 
* Cloſer, or in my private Papers; in which 


; 1 ſeldom allow'd my ſelf to uſe any Expreſ- 
* ſion, but what proceeded immediately from 
* my Hleatt; or to fay 5h God, inſtead of 
© Ge ; unleſs my 1 boil'd' witb a fulneſs 

i ” r "Ty 
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to Expreſs it felf, in thoſe Terms; ſo 
© that 1 truſt, thoſe Papers : are the Tranſeri 
© of my Heart, But 1 can't ſay fo, of all | 
© have writ.to you: Indeed I can't tax my 
< ſelf with any thing in particular, to the 
© contrary : but having writ ſo much 1 have 
< a fear upon me, that ſomething may have 
been ſaid rather to the Occaſion, than from 
< the preſent Senſe or Feeling of my Mind, 
© Tho? I do not cenſure you for this Lan- 
< guage, believing it to proceed from your 
< Zeal, and the lively Senſe you have of God; 

yet this Caution againſt it, will not des. 

© miſs in the Courſe of your = 1 © 
It were eaſie to add other Inſtances of Mr, 
Bonnell's Piety, and to enlarge upon theſe: 
But 1 muſt proceed to conſider him with re. 
ſpect to the Duties we owe to our ſelves, and 
our Neighbour ; as well as thoſe we owe to 
lem be per- As to the Duties we owe to our ſelves, 
foi ni d the Dun have ſhew'd how he diſcharg'd ſome of then 
ies we owe to hy what I have ſaid of his Humility and Meek. 
cur ſerve]. neſs, Mortification and Self-denial, Theſt 
being duties, which in many Inſtances 
Action, have an immediate Reference to out 
ſelves; as in others, they have to God and 
our Neighbour. But the general duty whit 
we are to perform to our ſelves, and whid 
comprehends all others under it, is a due 
Regulation and Government of our paſſions 
and Affections; and none cou'd keep a ſtric. 
er watch over theſe than Mr. Bonnell did: 
He conſider d humane Nature with gred 
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Application and particularly how our Paſſions 


At within us, what Feeds and Inflames 
them; And how they are to be Check'd and 
Subdu'd, made Governable and Calm. To 
this purpoſe he ſpeaks in one place. 

* Paſſions of the Mind are like a Running 
* Gout ; It is the ſame Morbific Matter, 
that ſhews it ſelf, ſometimes in the 
*Knee, then in the Elbow ; That can- 
* ſes Giddineſs in the Head, Sickneſs in the 
stomach, and Cholicks in the Bowels: It 
is the ſame Morbific matter in the Soul 
* (Irregular Paſſions and Unmortify'd Aﬀe- 
Actions) that ſhews it ſelf, ſometimes in 
Love, ſometimes in Averſion ; then in 
Envy, then in Ambition; ſometimes it is 
Love of Eſteem, ſometimes of Beauty; ſome- 
times of Riches and Grandure, and abun- 


* dance of like Variety. Seldom above one 


* of theſe is Predominant at a time, and then 
* the Party is free from others; and all 


commonly is, as the Bodily Temper varies. 


* Theſe come and go by Fits unaccountably; 
but while the Root of the Matter Lives in 
* our Hearts, we are ſtill under the Power 
* of the Diſeaſe; which we nouriſh by things 
that are Pleaſing; as we do the Gout, or 
* Scurvy, by Meats that pleaſe our Palate. 
We ſeldom contract or encreaſe theſe Di- 


* ſtempers, by eating of Rhubarb or Aloes 3. 


but by high Sauſes and delicious Meats. 
* We indulge our pleaſing Paſſions, and they 
bring us under the {mart of the more pain- 
* ful Ones. Ceaſe to Deſire (lays Seneca) and 

9 © you 
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© you will ceaſe to fear. Who ſhall, deliver yt 


© to all: For who can allow themſelves to 
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from the Body of this Death? Thy Croſs, 
O bleſſed Saviour, is a ſufficient Remedy 


9 »Ü«»—.³; „ 


Love, or be overmuch Pleas d with their 
Fellow- Creatures, who ſtand under | the 
ſhadow of this direful Tree? Had not 
the Bleſſed Virgin, and the belov'd Diſ: 
ciple ſomething elſe to think of, while 
they ſtood there, than gratifying their 
Minds in worldly Amoprs? But we. art 
not always to ſtand there; it is not requir'4 
of us. Yes, while we are in this World, 
in which our Lord Suffer'd, we are always 
to be there, more or leſs; becauſe me 
are always to be free from the Slavery of 
thoſe Affections, from which he dy'd to 
ſet vs free: And to be moſt there, when 
we find our ſelves in moſt danger of be- 
ing pleas'd. For if we keep our ſelves 
from being pleas d, God hath command: 
ed Nature, to keep us from being dil- 
pleas d. If we mortify for his ſake, thoſe 
Affections which are pleaſing to us, he will 
certainly deliver us from thoſe, that onlj 
bring Torment. And they that are Chriſt's, 
_ Crucifid the Fleſh, with itt Aﬀettions and 
c 24 VIP 11971 4a 
To the ſame purpoſe, in another place he 
expreſſes himſelf chuass 0 5 
* What a Round do Paſſions make in out 
miſerable Souls; we fight againſt a De- 
ſultory Enemy, which ſhifts and changes 3 
often as we agreſs it. As the Humours of 
. a | VVT 
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the Body circulate about, ſo Paſſions cir- 
ofs, culate with them. It: is with us as with 
dy | Perſons i in a Rheumatiſm, when the Pain 
to is in their ſhoulders, they prepare their 
xir Applications, but before they can well ap- 
the © ply them, the Pain is movꝰd down to their 
not Wl © Knees, and thence. again to their hands, 
bil: Ml © When we get free from Luſt, the Hu- 
bile MW © mour ſettles in our Heart and turns _ 
heir WF © Love; If we get reſpit from this, it flyes 
a into our Head and perplexes us with va- 
r © nity, conceit of our ſelves and Love of 
td, © Eſteem of others. Perhaps thence it turns 
18) © to Pride and Souring; with the mixture of 
we I © other Humours, becomes Anger, Peviſhnels, 
y of ill © * Envy, Revenge, or Malice, till at laſt; it 
to comes back where it began. Thus while 
hen we ſeek to apply Remedies to Paſſion, the 
de. Humour Circulates, and the Paſſion Tra- 
Ive WW © vels along with it, and ſtarts n in a new 
ind: Place, and in a new GuiſGG 

dil- O Lord, who haſt Inſtructed us to ſtrike 
hoſe at the Root of all, by a true Mortification 
will of our ſelves; help me: to watch the moti- 
only ons of this Subtle Enemy, and 10 declare 
War againſt it wherever it appears. Help 
nme to give it no reſt, as it gives me little. 
2 * Strengthen my Will, that it may be proof 


* to its ſolicitations in every ſhape, faithful 
: to thy Love in all Encounters, and Victo- 
* rious through thy Grace unger all Oppo- 
ſitions. 
*IfI converſe with Politicians and Men 


{ of Buſineſs, it makes me worldly. if with 
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Sin of Cove 


euoſneſs. 


It 


13 Aas liveth not by Bread alone, but by ever) 
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Men of Learning and Wit, it makes mp 


£< vain; if with Fair Perſons, I am in dan- 


© ver of being Senſual; if with Great one 
© of being Prond. O 'my God, how many 
< Snares are ſcatter'd in all my ways? ? What 
© need have I to take care of my ſelf within, 


ſince it is impoſſible to prevent occaſions of 


evil without? All theſe are the occaſions 

of our warfare, hut Thou haſt made thy 

Grace ſufficient for them all. 
There are many other Meditations among 


his Writings, of the Nature and Power 0f 


our Paſſions, and the Methods of Govern- 
ing them; which ſhew, that he kept ſo'{- 
vere an Eye over them, that he not on. 
Conquer'd his greater Corruptions, but pur. 
ſued his leſſer Failings with a moſt active 
Zeal; and being never ſatisfy'd with his pre- 
ſent Attainments in Religion, went on con- 
tinually, from one degree of Piety to ano. 
ther. till all ended at laſt in Glory. 
The conſequence of his Victory over hi 
Paſſions and deſires, his Humility and Meek- 
neſs, and Deadneſs to the World, was tho- 
rough Contentnient of Mind, with his For- 


Free from he tune and "Eſtate. He had too juſt Sent] 


ments of this World, not to be above the 
ſordid Sin of Covetuouſneſs, which he knew 


only in Notion ; as I might prove from ma- 
ny of bis Meditations againſt it, of which 
mall inſert only two which are as fol 


lows, 
* Take beed and beware of Covernouſmeſi: 


* Work 
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© Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth of God. 
© Bread, the Staff of Life, will not Suſtain a 
© Man without God's s Bleſſing ; much leſs will 


© Riches, which make themſelves Wings and 


© Fly away. Take heed, my Soul, of ſaying, 
« this Gain, or that Sum will furniſh thee with 
Fg competency, or Subſiſtence. This is too 
y „like the fooliſh Houſholder's Calculation, 
Soul Thou baſt Goods laid up for many Tears. 
i Conüder that Riches avail not hing in them- 
© ſelves, to procure the end Men hope 
© by them, eing ſo eaſily Loſt or Blaſted 


© and that without a Stock of theſe, — | 


can make ſufficient Proviſion for thee from 
© Day to Day: This Thought will keep 
* thee from being too Intent on worldly 
* Advantages, and make thee more Indiffe- 
© rent to Gain, and by conſequence, more 
+ diſpos'd to Charity. 
* Take heed of thinking to lay in for a 
Siege againſt Providence, and to Fence thy 
© {elf againſt him by abundance of outward 
Proviſion: Rather throw down thy Walls, 
* and caſt thy ſelf naked on his Mercy; 
* and he will be thy more ſure Defence; he wil nt 


* be to thee inſtead of Walls and Bulwarks. 


* Obſerve thy good Humours, take thy 


| © ſelf in the Fits of Charity. Art thou diſ- 


bos d at any time to give largly? Do it 
out of hand, leſt the Grace of God with- 
* Craws, and thou groweſt Cool in, thy good 
; Purpoſes. No Man ever repented of his 


Charity, tho? it might ſeem to have been in 
Be it never 0 Large, aſſure fol 


8 * Exceſs, 


for 
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* ſelf thou wilt Rejoice in having done t; 
< even at a time, when thou haſt not 
© or Grace enough to do 15 were, it ther 
< to do. n 

<© And why ſhoud'ſt thou defire Poſſiſl 
© ons in this World? Sometimes thou art 
able to flight them, and ſometimes thou 
* forgetteſt thy ſelf and thinkeſt them fine 
* things. Why ſnoud'ſt thou have Footing 
© here? Look upto Heaven, ſee if that 2. 
* bode (to which thou haſt a Title as to an 
Inheritance, when for God's ſake thor doft 
© deſpiſe this Earth,) be not more Glorious 
than the moſt Magnificent Earthly Structure. 
God hath not thought fit thon ſhou dſt be 
© Barn to theſe; why than ſhould'ſt thou hx 
< thy Heart upon them ? God has made thee 
© looſe to the World. Keep thy ſelf fo, and 
think his Providence a — Proviſi on;than 


* any Fund of Riches, thou canſt heap up or 
+ ſave. 


5 6 And then for Poſterity, remember that 


* notwithſtanding Abraham's Numerous 
* Progeny, They are not all Iſrael, which art 
i (Born ) of Iſrael; neither becguſe they are tht 
© Seed of Abraham, are they all Children; But 
they are the true Children of Abrahan, 
< who follow his Faith; and ſuch, even ont 
« of Stones were rais'd up to him. So that 
+ tis no matter for a worldly Succeſſion; 
we live by Faith, not by Senſe: . We ſpeak 

< the Language, and have regard to the Stute 
of the other World. Lift upthen my Soul thine 
Eyes to the everlaſting Hills; contemplate the 
< ſtate of the other World; and 1 7 theſe 
_ 


© Tranſitory things below, Our Converſa- 
* tion, our Citizenſhip is in Heaven; let us 
© mind the Cuſtoms of our Country, and not 
* be conform'd to the vain Faſhions of this 
World: d f „ inert ade. ang; 
And do Thou, O God, who jnſpireſt 
© the Hearts of thy Servants, with Grace to 
© ſeek Thee, and draweſt them after Thee; 
© tay up my Soul upon Thy Self, keep it 
© above the World; let it Converſe with 
© that heavenly Country which Thou haſt 
* reveal'd to it, and grow more and more 
* acquainted: with- its Bleſſed Cuſtoms ; that 
* it may become a natural Denizon of ir, 
© by Breathing the Air, Speaking the Lan- 
* guage, and having all its Faculties Influ- 
* enc'd by the Spirit and Genius of that bap- 


* py Seat. Let me with great Unwilling- 


* neſs, deſcend to the Concerns of this 
World, leſt I grow Familiariz'd to it, 
and forget my own Country; which yet 
is not mine, but as Thou, my God, art 
* pleas'd to make it ſo. Thou who haſt A- 
© dopted me into it, art only able to keep 
© me a Living Member of it; let not my 
* Unworthineſs. make Thee- repent of the 


| © Favour Thou haſt granted me; perfect 


* thy own Mercy, and let me not Live but 
* to glorifie thy Clemency. And that for 
* the ſake of the Bleſſed King of thoſe Hea- 
* venly Manſions; who being the Life, and 
Light of the whole Region, fills all the 
© Bleſſed Inhabitants of it, with Joy and 
Peace, and Love, and Wonder, and ne- 
T” 5 ra: „ „ 1 ver 
Ver 


* 


ͤ— — 
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© ver ceaſing Praifes; the Lamb who. Was 
„ Slain for us, and purchas d us with his 
£ Blood, the Son of thy Love, the Lord & 
« ſus Chriſt. Amen. 

Here follows the other Meditation vpo 
the ſame Argument. 

I have often Dreamt to have found great 
© Riches, or to have been in much Trouble, 
© when yet I have known my Self to hare 
< been in a Dream, and have ſaid to my 
* ſelf, tho' I hug theſe Treaſures never ſo 


5 much, I ſhall not be able to keep them, 
they wil vaniſh before Morning, and | 


* ſhall awaken without them. So alſo when 
© I have been in fear and much trouble, | 
© have ſaid to my ſelf, come let me ſtriveto 
© awaken out of this troubleſome Dream, 
© and have awoke upon it. Bur then it has 
been a miſerable deluſion, and a grievous 
© trouble,, when I have thought all real, and 
© have not knowa it to be a Dream, then 
* my Sleep has been profound indeed. 
What is this World, O my Soul, is it 
* any more than a Dream? Thou arr hap- 
« py when thou canſt know it ſo, then thy 


© Senſes are awake. But fadly art thou im- 


< . merſt in Senſe, when thou takeſt it for a 
reality, thy carnal ſlumber is then too pro- 
* found. Are not our true Senſes as much 
oppreſt with the Clog of this Body of Sin, 
* as our vital Senſes are by Sleep? Can | 


o 


b be other than a Dream, when we are ſub- 


© ject to ſo many Thouſand deluſions in ont 


« 1 of things, and to ſuch. frequent 


for- 
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forgetfulneſs of our true awakened ſtate 
ein another World? Sin, O Sin, is a pro- 
found Sleep, and Grace brings ſome de- 
* grees of awakedneſs to let us know that 
© here we are but in a Dream, and ſee but 
< Duskiſhly and in part. The more ſenſu- 
© al I am, the more wretchedly I fleepand 
© forget my ſelf, and all things, but thoſe 
* deluding Phantoms about me, which I take 
for realities. When 1 look about me and 
© ſee the Fields adorn'd with Flowers, and 
© the Trees with Leaves, and fine: Houſes 
* Built of laſting Fabric, I pretend to reaſon, 
© and ſay, are all theſe things nothing? Tis 
true they are ſomething, but nothing to 
© thee. Alas what is one Generation of Men, 
* or thy ſhorter ſpag of Life; God in 
his Wiſdom has provided theſe things 
for a proportionable End, even for many 
Generations and Series of inhabitants, 
* which he has brought, and ſtill deſigns to 
* bring into the world. We have but a 
* Life in them, and that very ſhort and un- 
certain; we muſt leave them to our Suc- 
ceſlors, and be accountable for the uſe. 
© They are things of durable continuance, 
and what proportion do they bear to thy 
Moment of Time which thou haſt. to ſpend 
p among, them? None at all, and ſo they 
* are nothing to thee. They are not made 
for thee, but for many Succeſſions of 
Mankind, thou art only to view them and 
* paſs away. But have I then no Preper- 
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* ſlumber, and therefore Infatiably embraces 


This is not thy home, nor can all the ma- 


Je Exemplaty L IPE Of 
© ty nor Inheritance any where? Tes, loch 
© up and thou ſhalt fee thy Portion among 
© the Saints; lift up thy Eyes to Heaven, 
there is thy Treafure laid up ſecurely for 
© thee, there is thy home, there thy being. 
Look down on this World, and Know al- 
© ſuredly that it is bat a Dream at beſt; 
© ſee if it has not all the Properties of 2 
Dream, of all the Riches Which we hug, 
© of all the Pleafures we enjoy, we can car- 
© ry no more out of it than from a Dream; 
the good Man knows this, and therefore 
* defpiſes them, the Sinner is drown'd in 


© them. And of all the Evils we' ſuffer, 
© None can purſue us out of this World; we 
© ſhall awaken in our Roſie Bed of Blifful 
Security and Reſt, and find all the dread- 
© ful Phantoms vanifht with our mortal ſleep. 
© The good Man knows this, and Tegatd: 
© them not; ignorance oppreſſes the Sinner, 
and therefore he lives in perpetual Terror 
and is overwhelm'd with Trouble; O 6: 
© wp thine Eyes to the Hills, from whence cometh 
© thy Help, look up to the top ot the Rock, 
* and behold thy Bed of Reſt: Long to 
* awaken there and be preſent with thy God, 
that the Night may paſs away, and tbe 
© Day of eternal Happineſs ſhine upon thee 


© lice of Devils, (thoſe Rulers of darkneſs, 
© and domineering Tyrants of the Night) 
© keep thee here long among their Terror, 
© and more dangerous Allurements. : 10 : 


— 
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-.  * Keep thy ſelf awake, O my Soul, in 
5 © this thy Dream, dare to look op to Hea- 


* 


„ ven, and fay, chere is my Inheritance, my 
„ Treafute, my Home. Let neither Terrors 
© fright thee, nor Allarements charm thee, 
4. to think this World any thing, or forget 
4. chez native County. O my dear God, 
abet down a Ray of Heavenly Light, a Beam 


© corners of my Heart, that with patience 
m: and forbearance, I may ſpend the remain- 
ore der of this mortal Dream, and tho? ſeeing 
u fie but as in a Glaſs and darkly, I may ne- 
ll ver forget my Condition, or look upon 
this World as more than it is, (at leaſt 
de my ſhare and ſpan in it) till Shadows de- 
Fil Part» and the Light of Glory arife full 
e. "pon me, that ſo with full awakedneſs l 
een may ſee thee whom my Soul loveth, even 
WM * as Thou art. And in the mean time, may 
* think nothing too much to do, too hard 
to ſuffer, or too dear to part with for thy 
* fake, and the hopes of thy Love in my 
dear Saviour. Amen. 1 
Thus did he Arm himfelf againſt all Co- 
vetons Suggeſtions, by Proper Arguments 


Effect; for he was entirely ſatisfi'd with his 
Condition, and ever firmly rely'd upon Pro- 
vidence for his Support : And not only was 
he Content with his own State, but that of 
Others alſo; unleſs of the Poor and Neceſ- 


1 * of thy Divine Glory, and en lighten the dat 


and Devout Prayers; and both had their due 


ſitous, whom he ſtudy'd' to Comfort and 
Relieve, But the Sig of Envy found no 
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room in his Soul; and thoſe who knew: hin 
beſt, can witneſs, how far he was from he. 
traying any diſcontent , at the Proſperoy 
Condition of others; at their Encreaſing in 
Fortune, Honour, or Fame. For he knen 
that the only Happy, were the  Religioy 
and the Good: And their Graces, were 
the Subject of his Praiſes; but never the 

| Occaſions of his E n. 
His Tempe- In the Duties of Temperance and Chaſti- 
rance and Pu- ty, he was nicely ſtrict and Religionſly 
rity, ſevere, and kept the oppoſite Vices at the 
greateſt diſtance. He employ'd his Time 
too Uſefully at Home, to allow any of it to 
thoſe Places, which are the uſual Scenes of 
Intemperance and Folly. He conſider d that 
Abſtinence was one. of the moſt effectual 
Inſtruments of Divine Grace, to Reſtrain 
and Subdue our Paſſions and Deſires; and 
that it ought to be a Chriſtian's great ſtudy 
and care, to Govern and Calm, not Exal- 
perate and Inflame them, His Converſati- 
on was nicely Pure and Modeſt, and never 
ſully'd with an Expreſſion, which could raiſe 
a fooliſh Thought; but all was TranſaQed, 
according to the Severeſt Rules of Decency 
and Religion. 3 K n 
But that we may have as Full and Right 
How be pera View of Mr. Bonnell as J can give, I ſhall 
fo mid the dun now conſider him with Reſpect to Others 
e we 992 22 and ſhew what an Example he was, in tie 
01.5 ”" great Duties of Juſtice and Charity, and o- 
1 8 ther Social Virtues. For *tis the Propert) 
of true Religion, not only to make us Pious 
: | towards 
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towards God, Sober and Femperate our 
ſelves, but Ufeful to the World. It ſecures 
our Hands from Violence, and Blood; our 
Tongues from Falſhood and Slander ;; and 
our Hearts from Fraud and Cruelty ;. it 
renders” us Faithful in every Truſt ; Firm 
to every Promiſe: Sincere in all our Pro- 
feſſions; Peaceable in our Stations; Chari- 
table to the Needy, and the moſt valuable 
Members of Society. Without theſe happy 
Effects of Religion; tis Superſtitious and 
Falſe, Hy pocritical and Vain. But Mr. Bon- 
neils Piety, when examin'd by this, or any 
other Teſt, will appear to be True, Genu- 
ine, and Sincere. © 
None cou d be more Exact in every part of 
juſtice. He had many Opportunities of 
Improving his Fortune, and met with Temp- 
tations, Which few, but himſelf, woa'd have 
reſiſted. But tho? he diſpatch'd all, who 
had Buſineſs with him, in the moſt obliging 
manner, and with great readineſs; yet he 
never knew, what Gratuity or Reward 
meant; confining bis Gains entirely to his 


Salary, and never allowing the Importunity 


or Gratitude of any, to force Pecuniary Ac- 


know ledgments vpon him. And when at one 
time, Three Pieces of Broad Gold, and a 


Guinea or Two at another, were left upon 
his Table, by Perſons whom he had highly 
Oblig'd; he gave the Money all awayy a- 
mong thoſe who had formerly been Officers 
in the Cſtom- Houſe, and were then in Want; 
and acquainted his Friends with his „ 

P OF 


His Fuſtice 
and Integrity. 
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for being ſo Scrupulous. He own'd he had 
done Services to many, in getting;their Bu- 


* fineſs Diſpatch'd, which ſtrictly defery 
. conliderable Rewards; ; but ſhou'd he alloy 


'bimſelf to take them, he. did notknoy 


Unfaithful in bis Office; and Biaſs hin 
from his Duty: And that therefore be 
ſureſt way to be Protected from all Bri 


never allow himſelf to take any thing; but 
juſt what the King allow'd him; leſt 
any approaches to that Sin, howeyer co⸗ 
ver'd with Specious Pretences, might. give 
an Advantage to Satan, to Betray him in- 
to it. And he told his Friends farther, 
that the reaſon of this Declaration waz, 
that his Principle might be in ſome mea- 
ſure known; that fo he might be better 
arm'd againſt Gifts, and Preſents; and 
neither Tempted to "accept, nor put to the 
Trouble of Denying them. 

Theſe were his Principles and Practite 
built upon the ſolid Foundations of Juſtice 
and Piety, and that noble Faith which ovtr. 
cometh the World, None ever complaint 
who had Buſineſs with him that Money was 
neceſſary to procure Diſpatch, or that Diff. 
culties were Impos'd upon them, which re 


| Cents (another name for Bribes) remov'd. 


How different was his Behaviour from cha 


which is complain'd of as too common in 
the World, and how few are proof again 


Temptati 


how far ſuch a Practice might prove 3 
Snare to him; might Tempt him to be 


bery, was to keep it at a diſtance; and 
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but deſpis'd ? Were all who are employ'd 
in Offices of Truſt, acted by his Fidelity and 


ontempt of unlawful Gain, we ſhon'd not 


hear ſo many Complaints as we do, of the 
Publick's being defrauded ; juſt and honeſt 


auſes wou'd not miſcarry through the Po- 
verty, nor unjuſt ones. ſucceed through the 
wealth and Power of thoſe who maintain 
them ; but Juſtice wou'd flow in regular 
Channels, and be equally diſpers'd to the 
Poor and Ric. = 


committed to his Management and Care * 


A Truſt which he never declin'd, and always 

Diſcharg'd with a moſt Conſcientious Tender- 

neſs; which is a great Inſtance of his Charity,as 

well as Juſtice. , OO THT 
Nor was his Juſtice to Mens Fortunes, 
ſtricter than to their Character, and Fame. 
He rarely touched ſo nice a Thing as Repu- 
tation; and did it always with a Chriſtian 
Temper and Tender Hand. But nothing 
like Detraction, was obſerv'd in his freeſt 

Converſation. He excus'd Mens Failings, as 
far as was Reconcilable with Chriſtian P ru- 
dence and Sincerity; and put the beſt Com- 
ment upon every Aion it cov'd bear: And 
what he cou'd not Juſtifie, he wou'd paſs 
ightly over. Not but that he was above 
that Ridiculous Complaiſance of Applaud- 
ing every Perſon, and every Action, how 
1 worthy 


And ſo well was Mr. Bonnells Character, Orphans fre- 
for Juſtice and Integrity, Eſtabliſh'd, that ee com- 
the Fortunes of Orphans, were frequently.“ 


His Charity. 


To Mens 
Souls, 


/ 
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worthleſs ſoever the One or the Other might 
be: He was Bleſſed with too diſcerning 4 
Genius, for ſuch good natur'd Folly. Veton 
the other hand, none made greater Allow. 
ances for Humane Nature; for the various 
Fempers and Educations of Men; and he 
was ſeldom ſo ſevere on any as himſelf. His 
Converſation was not ſour'd, with Conſtant 
and Melancholly Complaints of the Impie- 
ties of the Age; and Railing at thoſe Free. 
doms of Life, which tho' he did not: Pra- 
ctiſe himſelf, yet he wou'd not condemn. as 
Crimes, in thoſe who us'd them. And as this 
is a Temper, very Excellent in it ſelf ; ſince 
it proceeds from that Charity, which Hapeth, 
Believeth, and Endureth all Things So it is 
the more to be valued, becauſe the want of 
it, has been Complain'd of, in Men of very 
ſtrict Lives: Some Religious Severities, 
perhaps, diſpoſing Men to Melancholly, and 
hard Thoughts of thoſe, who don't deny 
themſelves every liberty, they have a diſlike 
to. But with Mr. Bonnell, it was quite o- 
therwiſe; he Rejoiced, when he cou'd ſpeak 
well of any: And when he was forc'd to 
diſcommend, *twas always done with Con- 
cern and Regret. [It y 

Equal to his Juſtice was his Charity, which 
ike that of Heaven, Rejoic'd in doing Good 


to All, He had a true Concern for the Souls 


of Men: He Contemplated, fo conſtantly, 
the amazing Love of our Saviour to Man- 


kind, with his Bitter Sufferings to Redeem 


their Souls; that he was Acted, with ſom! 
| Degree 
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Degree of his Infinite Love, and Burn'd 
with his Heavenly Flame. No Man in his 
Station, cou'd take more Pains, to give all 
he convers'd with, a true Reliſh of Piety 
and Religion. He was continually diſper- 
ſing good Books among young People, his 
Clerks, and Servants, and Poor Families; 
which he ſeconded with ſuch conſtant In- 
ſtructions. npon all fitting Occaſions, deli- 
ver'd with ſuch Kindneſs and Concern, as 
cou d not fail, of making great Impreſſions 
upon many of them. | | 

The ſame Divine Charity to the Souls of To :he 4f+ 
Men, ſhew'd it ſelf, in his great and con-; ficted. 
ſtant Endeavours, to Direct and Comfort 
thoſe, who labour'd under Troubles and 
Diſcontents of Mind. He had a very hap- 
py Way of Calming uneaſy Thonghts, and 
Quieting diſturb'd Conſciences. And in no 
Work did he employ himſelf, with greater 
Readineſs or Succeſs. For ſome Years, his 
ſpare Hours, eſpecially upon the Lord's-Day, 
were very much given to the Scrupulons and - 
Diſconſolate ; with whom, what he ſaid, had 
very great Weight; not only becauſe he de- 
| liver'd himſelf with great Clearneſs and Judg- 
| ment; but alſo becauſe they were always 
ich willing to be Convinc'd and Perſnaded by 
bod him, Low the Opinion they had of his Sin- 
uis WM cerity and Kindneſs; for he treated Afflicted 
ty, Perſons, with great Tenderneſs and Com- 
an- paſſion. He firſt felt their Pains, before he 
en W attempted their Cure; and Wept with them, 
me that with him they might afterwards Re- 
es | P 3 jolce. 
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joice. And the ſame Charity often engagd 
him, in Compoſing Quarrels and Diſputes, 
among Relations and Friends. Moſt why 
knew, him, de ſir'd his Aſſiſtance in thoſe Caſes, 
often leaving their differences to his Determi- 
nation alone; The moſt oppoſite Intereſt 
and Tempers, agreeing in this, that there 
cou'd be no partial proceedings where ht 
was Concerns. 8 1011 
His Management of the Duty of Reprod, 
His mancge is another Inſtance of his Charity to Men 
3 of wg Souls. He hardly ever omitted to Repro 
82 of N where he ſaw it. neceſlary ; which ſhews, 
0 1 conſidering how hard a Duty Reproof is eſpe 
10 cially to one of his great Modeſty, that 
1 Zeal for God, had gain'd the entire Aſcey 
dant of his Soul; and Conquer'd, even hy 
Natural Temper. But as he ſeldom neglet; 
ed to Reprove, when *twas fit for him to d 
it; ſo he had a peculiar Happineſs in the 
Way and Manner of KReproving: He did. 
in ſuch a Prudent Obliging Way, as to gal 
more Friends by his Reproofs, than many 
do by their Flatteries: His Rebukes wer 
always deliver'd with that Addreſs and Con 
cern. that Force of Argument, and Perſuz 


the Man his Convert, but was ſure of hs 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. And 1 have been 
aflur'd by his Friends, particularly a Gren 
Man, who had a long and intimate Ac 
quaintance with him; that they have wor 
— to ſee Paſſionate and Proud Men, er 
dure ſuch home and cutting Reprpaches; 

| | | deliverl 


five Eloquence; as he ſeldom fail'd of makigg 
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deliver'd with ſuch Plainneſs from Him | 
without the leaſt Return of | Reſentment : 

And that his Method of Reproving, was ſo 
particular and Uncommon, that tis impoſſi- 
ble for any, who did not ſee it often, and 
the ſtrange Effects it produced, to have any 
juſt Notion of it. Such force there is in 
Prudent and well manag'd Zeal; fo diffe- 
rent, both in Value and Succeſs, from the 
inſolent Reproofs of the Violent and Haugh- 
ty; which only Expoſe ſuch fooliſh Refor- 
mers , and Harden Sinners in their Crimes. 

But His Charity was not ſo entirely con- Hs charity 
find to Mens Souls, as to neglect their Bo- 0 ehe Poor. 
dies; great was his Concern for both: And 
by his Bounty to the One, he often made 
way for Succeſs, to his Charitable Endeavours 
on the Other. By the exacteſt Computation 
his moſt intimate Friends, who were beſt ac- 
quainted both with his Fortune and Charity, 
cou'd make; he gave away the Eighth part 
of his Yearly Income to the Poor. And 
ſome Years when Objects were numerous, he 
ſavd nothing at all. His Private Papers 
ſufficiently ſnew, what a Chriſtian Feeling 
he had, of the Sufferings and Neceſlities of 
the Poor; and there are ſeveral Meditations 
in them, to move us to Compaſſionate and 
Relieve them. And in one Place he Prays for 
Charity in this manner, Give me Faith, that 
will make me dare to be Charitable, without 
Fear of Wanting my Self, by what I Lend, or 
Cite away ;, that will make me freely commit all 


. gn * "ou 
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my Worldly Concerns to God, and truſt him wih © n 
my Fortune, my Reputation, and Life it ſef:M © 
That ſo I may ſee my ſelf, His Care; and und © tl 
the Conduct of His Providence, Ordering a li 
Over ruling, my whole Life, and every Carcun-M c 
ſtance of it 2 5 
Tie never heard of any in Want, but ER © r 
generouſly Reliev'd em; and frequently de. * 1 
fir'd his Friends, to find out for him, poor © i; 
Houſe-keepers, and ſuch as were aſham'd toil d 
Beg; for fuch he Eſteem'd the fitteſt Ob d 
jects of his Charity. And to ſeveral, E * a: 
gave yearly Penſions; that they might no It 
only be comforted with preſent Relief, buff A 
the Proſpect of future Supply: And left lu c: 


ſtructions in his Will, for the Continu ana d. 
of thoſe Penſions; and order'd a conſide. . / 
rable Sum of Money, to be laid out in Ch F 
rity for ever. 1 
Nay his Bounty to the Poor was ſo greu Hand 

and built on ſuch right Principles that ne- few 
ther his being of a ſickly Conſtitution, andcon 
ſequently needing more to ſupport him than vi 
if he had been healthy, nor yet the Appte 

henſions of loſing his Employment in the 
late King Fames's Reign were the leaſt Re 

ſtraints upon his Charity, as may appear bf 
the following Meditation written in the Yea 

1688 and during a Fit of Sickneſs. _ 

My God I am unworthy of the leaſt 0 

© all thy Mercies much more of theſe comfor: 
table Conveniences which thy Father} 
' © Tenderneſs provides for my Repoſe, whik 
thou thinkeſt fit to lay thy hand vpol 
| | me. 
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v1 © me. How doſt thou afflict us in meaſure ? 
dall then the conſideration of my ſicklineſs 


that I cannot ſhift ſo well nor live on ſo 
* little as I might do, if I were well, diſ- 
courage me fromimparting of what I now 
© have, to thoſe that need it (tho' I have 
© reaſon to fear the loſs of all I have) when 
* I ſee how tender thy goodneſs and care is 
in providing for me according to the con- 
dition thou putteſt me in, and that thou 
© doſt not lay on us many troubles, nor at 
any time more than we are able to bear? 
© It ſhall not hinder me, O Lord, by the 
* Aid of thy Grace, but as] have freely re- 
© ceiv'd, fo will I freely give, and do thou 
„deal with me as ſeemeth good to Thee. 
Amen. | | 


ren and Enemies; inſomuch, that, I believe, 
nei Mew, ever more fully obey'd the Command, 
cor pr imitated the Example of our Lord, in 
than Ming his Enemies, and praying for his Perſe- 


«ors. When he heard that any had ſpo- 
en Reflectingly of him, he was hardly ever 
nown to Reſent it. And tho? humane Na- 


jurious or Reproachful Words; yet fo 
uch had Grace with him, got the Maſtery 
f Nature, that the uſe he made of Slanders 
nd Reflections, was, to Examine himſelf, If 
had never been gailty of Detraction towards 
bers, or at leaſt heard them Cænſur' d, without 
fiving to Juſtiſie them; If he had, then he 
Hop- 


re is hardly ever more Provok'd, than by 
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But io Great, ſo Generons was Mr. Bon- His Charity 
nells Charity, as to extend, even to Injuries 20 Enemies. 
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hop'd, what he then Suffer d, was all the Pn. 
niſhment God deſignd him for it; i fo, be 
chearfully embrac d it. 

And when immediately after the late Re- 
volution, an attempt was made to Deprive 
him of his Employment; a Gentleman hay- 
ing made great Intereſt for it; aud Wien 
things were brought to that paſs, that both 
He and his Friends look'd npon the Em- 
ployment as loſt: Yet he was rarely known 
to ſpeak an angry Word againſt his Supplan- 
ter. And when others, who were cohicern'd 


S i + 


how little ſuch an Attempt diſcomposdMW 5 
him, the following Meditation, Compo “ 
upon that particular occaſion will ſhew.” 
O my God, I have often ſolemnly offer» 1 
vp to Thee my Place; Thou now take. - 
me at my Word: Ovght I not to Rejoiaiſclt 
and be fatisfd, that thou accepteſt of iH 
thing from me? For me now to be ai ent 
way Troubl'd or Repine at it, wou'd en 
a Chidiſh Act between Man and Mar; 
much more, Sinful, between a Creature all I. 
its God. 1 Bleſs Thee for that entire e ©: 
dineſs, which Thou haſt haſt put into m thi 
heretofore to offer it up to Thee: f En 

this gives me now the greateſt Comforil be: 
+ in thy taking it from me. © are 
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* How happy am I, in having diſengag d 
} my ſelf from the World before this Diffi- 
; * culty ! How gracious has my God been to 
e. me, in having led me to it by the Hand; 
ve that 1 might be light and free from all In- 
w. cumbrances, to follow his Bleſſed Will, 
en without Uneaſineſs! I thought to have 
th paſt out of the World, into a nearer At- 
m- tendance on thy Service, with Eaſe, Joy, 
n and Triumph. Thy Wiſdom hath over- 
an- rul'd my Fooliſh Meaſures: Thou haſt 
474 thought fir, that this Change ſhou'd not 
we be without ſome hardſhip. But ſhou'd 1 
el think worſe of jt for that? Are not the 
ver greateſt Things, brought about by Con- 
Of. flicts? To Silence all the reſt, was not 
M. the Redemption of the World, brought a- 
And“ bout by the Bitter Agony of thy Dear Son? 
ood Shall I be afraid to follow his ſteps, or 
yore Think it leſs leads to a Glorious Iſſue, 


,- WW becauſe Thou leadeſt me to it through 
ori Trouble? „ 
Ake And what Pains he took, to Arm him- 


elf with this Divine Charity to Enemies; 

and what his Thoughts of Injuries and Re- 
ſentments were, the Two following Medita- 
Lions will convince us. 
O my God, I am thy Creature; and if 1692. 
| may have leave to ſay, Thou art my 
God; Allis well, and l am Happy. Two 
things I have always dreaded Diſgrace, and 
Enemies; leſt I ſhou'd not be able to 
bear the One, or forgive the Other. How 

great is thy Goodneſs to me, in efſening 
the 


Ll 
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. © enjoys Eaſe, but who can bear Uneaſineſ, 


< loſe his Countenance, won'd be the hap. 
pieſt Man alive. For if ſuch a thing were 


| © Phet among the Jews was as Venerable a 
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the dread of both! He is Happy, not who 


A Biſhopof general Eſteem and Repute,who 
* cou'd bear being Whipt in the Public 
< Streets, on an Unjaſt Accuſation, and not 


done, we muſt {ſuppoſe the higher Pow. 
ers to be ſet againſt him; and the Fadi. 
on ſo ſtrong, that none dar'd to Pity him, 
or appear for him: But tho' he wer 
£ Faultleſs, yet all ſnou'd look upon him a 
© Criminal enough, in being the object o 
the Government's Diſpleaſure. A Pro 


9 


1 2 K „ Ws OY a oo 


© a Biſhop can be among us; eſpecially fuci 


© a Prophet as our Bleſſed Saviour, who wel m 
* about doing good: Of whom the PeoplM- B 
© cry'd out ever Man ſpake as he did; ani E- 
< who by the Fulneſs of his Grace ani Pi 
Truth, ſhin'd with the Glory of the 80 to 
of God. Can we Figure a greater [gnomiMF th 
than for him to be Scourgd? We kno pr 
© how Reproachful that is among xs nov # 
© But we know not how much more {of fa 
* was among them, ſince it was the Pun to: 
ment of Slaves, of which we have non Tt 
© He bore Scourgings and Reproaches, wil for 
© out Murmurs and Complaints; and ll Cr 
Grace can produce the ſame Effects no! 
© me. | Wo 

As to Enemies; he is a great Man . Th 
can ſpeak to them with indifference, wii 


-* out diſturbance, or change of ang 
: ” IV 


os 


Not from a Court Diſſimulation, but from 
2 Conſideration that theſe are more imme 
diate Inſtruments, (perhaps than our 
© Friends) of Good ta us; and that God is 
© nearer behind theſe, When we converſe 
yyith them, than behind many of our Friends. 
God's Preſence is ſaid to be, where he 
© moſt manifeſts himſelf: Now he manifeſts 
© himſelf more certainly, in his Corrections, 
than in his Favours. 


The other Meditation is as follows. 


Ho eaſie is it for a Child of God, that 
© has his Portion and Inheritance: in Hea- 


ven, to pray for his Enemies? For he faith, 
this Perſon Injures me in thoſe things that 


are of no Eſteem with me: He Injures 
me in Trifles, and things of no value: 


But even in theſe Trifles, he endangers the 
Eternal Rui ne of his Soul. And ſnall I not 
Pity him for this; and beſeech my God 
to Pity his Folly; and ſave him from thoſe 
things which are nothing to me, but may 
prove infinitely Prejudicial to him? Father 


forgive them for they know not what they do, 


ſays our Saviour. They knew that they 
took away the Life of an Innocent Man: 
They took away his Reputation, his Com- 
fort“ and his Eaſe : Bur | beſides that they 
Crucih'd the Lord of Glory, they knew 
not that they Ruin'd themſelves, in thoſe 
things that were little Valu'd by him. 
They think ts be Reveng d on me, and to do 
mc agreat Injury: But Fatber forgive 2 8 

or 
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His Charity 
t0 theſe who 
differed from 


himinReligi-ty to thoſe of different Perſwaſions in Religi- 


07. 


_dem'd all Perſecutions for Religion, and vi; 
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< for they know not that they do no Injury to 
< me, but all Injuries to themſelves, _ _ 

1 ſhall add only one Inſtance more, of Mr. 
Bonnell's Charity, which falls in naturally af. 
ter what went before; and that is, his Chari- 


on. He throughly conſider'd the Educati- 
ons and Capacities of Men, their various 
ways of thinking and expreſſing - their 
Thoughts, and judg'd it unreaſonable. that 
all Mankind ſhou'd be oblig'd to think and 
ſpeak juſt as we do. Tho no Man was firm- 
er to the Proteſtant Religion Eſtabliſh'd a- 
mong us, and more truly zealous to ſupport 
and enlarge it; yet Force and Violence he 
eſteem d the unfitteſt means in the World, 
to attain that End. And he utterly con- 


olence to Men's Conſciences. Thus in ons 
place, after conſidering the many Wars and 
Revolutions, which almoſt every Forty Years 
have happen'd in Ireland; he aſſigns this s 
one Reaſon of theſe Fatal Confuſions; that 
we are a mixt People, of different Nations 
and Religions, and have very little Love, 
Regard for one another; and thus, col. 


cludes. . 4 4 
* There is no way poſſible, to, prevenlly . 
© the Forty | Years Periodical Revolution wy 
* Commotions in this Country, but by mien 
king all in it, one People, and of one nor 
© ligion. How ſhall this be? By Force? Gol. | 
* forbid. This is a Sieve that Winnol 
*. out the Good, and faves only the Bad; Eo 


© call 
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* cauſe the Good will be deſtrop'd by it, 
and the Bad only brought over, It is a 
« pretty device for lazy Chriſtians to make 
« uſe of, to convert the World: Such as 
care not to be at the Pains of good Living, 
« or pious Preaching ; ſet the Temporal 


power, and Rude Soldiers on Work, to 
7 bring over People to their Folds, that 
5. they may enjoy the Glory of having great- 
"I . er Numbers: Or being Men altogether 
a . worldly Minded, and of ſecular Deſigns, 
nd they deſire greater Numbers on their fide, 
n. to ſtrengthen their worldly Intereſt, and 


ſecure their Cauſe and Parti. 
ot His Charity was ſo generons and Noble, 
hat it effectually ſecur d him from all nar- 
owneſs of Temper, and Moroſeneſs of Be- 
aviour, towards thoſe who differ d from 
im in Opinion. He us'd frequently to ſay, - 
hat moſt differences among Chriſtians, 
ere chiefly in Words; and that their Sen- 
Winents- were much nearer than their Ex- 
refſions: And he had always Inftances at 
and, to prove this: And. compar'd the 
Warrels of Parties among Chriſtians, to 


hey fall foul on their Friends, thinking 
pat they are Enemies: But the Animoſity 
ales, when the difcoyery is made; which 
all be the Happineſs of good Men in Hea- 
n, whatever Heats and Miſtakes may be 
nong them here, And what charitable 
houghts he had of good Men, tho? of dif- 
rent Perſwaſions will appear from what 
lows Wy © Were 


ngagements that happen in Armies; - when 
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Were the Circulation of the Blood 23 fl . 
* much diſputable in Phyſick, as Purgatory, 
© Tranſubſtantiation, and many other thinps 
Dare in Divinity; and did. ſome. Doctor 5 
© build their Practice upon the Stagnation oi 
© the Blood, and others, upon the”"'Civeu- I , | 
© lating. of it: Wou'd not each ſide of theſe, , 
© cry down the Practice of the other, ail ©! 
* founded upon a mortal Error; (fince-hot Z 
* ſides of a Contradiction can never be trie) . 
© and, by conſequence, that they who tate ft. 
* the wrong fide, muſt needs Murder they mt 
Bodies of Men? On the contrary, we ode 
© find them both upon the matter equal to 
« ſucceſsful in their Practice; becauſe the th 
< Force of Phyſick, depends not fo mud 
upon Speculation, and Hypotheſes, as Oh the 
< ſervation. and Practice. In like maße Far 
in Divinity, it is eaſie for Men to g e 


< plauſible Arguments for any thing, au cut 
© which; they themſelves, will call Demon tbe 
* ftration-; and to aſſert, that the Err de 
© ſide, or the ſide that differs from then 0 
muſt needs Ruine the Souls of Mer Ch: 
©* Whereas, we find that Error has not . ! 
great an Influence upon People's Lives, 1 Sen 
they wou'd make us believe; but that i eſt 
aon the matter, theſe differing Parties Mf 
© equally Succeſsful in the Practice of Piet Jud 
(chat is to ſay, there are good Men of Wi: 
parties in the Chriſtian Church, exc! © 
_ © ſach as deny the very Fundamentals . 
© of Religion) Church. men, and DiſſenM, . 


©. Arminians and Calviniſts, have = 
| © ue 


— 
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© the regulating Mens Lives and Actions, does 
© not depend ſo much upon their Under- 
© ſtandings, as upon their Wills and Affe. 
* ions ; not ſo much on N as on 
Exerciſe and Practice. God knows, how 
© to excuſe theſe Errors of our judgment, 
© provided we keep a good Conſcience, and 
© take care to follow it. 1 
The Diviſions which prevail among Chri- 
ſtians, he heartily bewail'd: He ſaw, how 
much of Paſſion and worldly Intereſt there 
was in them; and how DeſtruQive they are 
to Piety and Charity. But then he conſider d, 
that Charity oblig'd him to look upon all 
Chriſtians, as his Brethren; as Children of 
the ſame Father, and Members of the ſame 
Family to which he belong'd; and conſe- 
ee quently, that he muſt not Hate nor Perie- 
acute any of them: That he ought to lament 
won their Diviſions, and do all that in him lay, 
rein to heal their - Breaches, and cure their Ani- 
then moſities; but ſtill, they had a right to his 
Mal Charity, and to his Prayers. i 
or . But Mr. Bonnell always expreſſes his own 
WM caſe in the fitteſt Words, and in the clear- 
it elt manner. And this being a matter of 
ereat Moment, tis to be hop'd, that the 
pet Judgment of one ſo eminent for Piety, and 
of Charity, will have its juſt Weight, with eve- 
Ty conſidering Reader. | | 
* Chriſtian Religion (ſays he) is but one: 
* The Belief of one Trinity in Unity, and 
the Redemption of the World, by the In- 
| . © carna- 


© duc'd very pions Men; and that, becauſe | 
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: carnation and Paſſion of the Lord Jeſus 
' Chriſt; and a Life anſwerable to this Be- 
lief. This is the Ground and Subſtance 
* Of it. But becaufe, God has thought ft 
© for the humbling, of Men, to leave their 
Minds ſubject to Error, (the Error of 
the Judgment, not being Sin, but of the 
Will,) there have ariſen ſeveral differences 
* among the Profeſſors of this one Religi- 
* on; each endeavouring what they can (as 
is natural to Men, fond of their own 
© Productions) to raiſe the Merit of their 
© differences; and to pretend them to be 


© of more Eſſentialneſs, and weight in Religion, . t 
* than indeed they are, Evil minded and WW. C 
* Politick Men, knowing the eagerneſs of. t 
* Mankind in Points of Religion, whet on . t. 
* this Zeal to promote their worldly De. J. L 
© ſigns. The matter ſpreading, and many © 
being engag'd in it, who have no Reli. [ 
gion at all, cry up theſe differences; # he 
© the Teſts and Soul of Religion. Thus 

© the World runs into Factions, 2 in 
Men filently wonder, and grieve. They br 
© are ſenſible, that none of all theſe diffe- © 
© rences, are Religion; and that the zeal ru 
of abetting them, is nothing elſe but world. an 
< ty Faction; that pious Men, may abound Ml th. 
© in their own Senſe, and may differ from i of 
others, in matters of Judgment, (which In 
* are not inconſiſtent with the abovemer- W 
< tion'd Subſtance of Religion,) while with Pr 
* Modeſty, Humility and Submiſſion, they IM M 
* keep tum to khemſelves. Thus all Fro. f te 


« ſelſos 
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© feſors of this one Religion may Unite; 
ce and all true ones do Unite, in the Bod 
fr of Charity. But thoſe: that inſiſt on thoſe 
eir differences, with ſuch zeal as they ſnhou'd 
of do on the Subſtance, have either no Reli- 
the on, or almoſt none at all. Hence it is, we 
ces i © fo often hear; of what Religion are you ? 
jo. 4 if there were ſeveral Religions in the 
as * Chriſtian World. In Sum, the Queſtion 
wa i ought not to be, of what Religion? but, 
eir f what Faction? They that run their dif- 
be! ferences high, and inſiſt on them, more 
on, than on the Subſtance, in which all true 
and Chriſtians agree; let them pretend what | 
"of they will, are not Religzous but Fattous | 
"on MW that is, have not Spiritual, but worldly | 
De- Degny to ſerve ; worldly Paſſions to gra- 

au tifie. . r 
85 In another Place, upon the ſame Subject, | 
he expreſſes himſelf, as follows. 8 = 


There has been no Age of the Church, 
dod in which the Devil has not found means to 
hey bring in ſome matter of Diviſion; taking 
iffe- WW occaſion by Mens imperfect Judgments cor- 
26K rupt Humours, Factiouſneſs, Irreligiouſneſs 
IId. and worldly Deſigns. And, in every Age, 
und the Diviſion on foot, ſeems. weighty, and 
rom of great Importance, however flight it be 
hich in it ſelf. And the Reaſon. is, becauſe this 
nen- World is interwoyen with it; worldly | 
with Profits, Advantages, - and Honors, and 
they Wl Mens Meats and Animoſities ariſing from 
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cold Blood, and freedom from thoſe { 
©. cular things, that accompany'd them in 


© ſhou'd be drawn in this Controverſie a 


© upon much leſs? How high did the In 
© deftinarian and Arminian controverſie il 


e a 2 
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But when theſe are ceas'd, and after A. 
ges come to conſider the differences ii 


the Times when they were on Foot; 
they can't but admire at the madneſs 0 
© Men; and wonder what it was, ſhou d pr 
them into ſuch Heats, about ſuch Tri 

© The Reaſon plainly is, that worldly de 
< ſigning Men, knowing that nothing Ani- 
mates Men's Zeal ſo much, as what relate 
to Religion, carry on their Deſigns, nad: 
< Notions of it: For Inftance, if thoſe 
© bout the governing Part of a State, han 
© a mind to make more room for tbei 
Friends, by excluding others from . Favonr 
Or, on the other hand, if Men bave An 
© bition to make themſelves Popular, and au 
difference be ſow'd by the Devil (who 
© the ſower of Tares) among the Peop| 
both theſe Parties ſhall eſpouſe the oppt 
© ſite part of this difference; and endeayou 
© to run down. their Adverſaries, till tit 
© matter run ſo high in the notion of ti 
*: Vulgar, as if Heaven and Damnation de 
< pended on it. Heretofore, the Chur 
© Communicated Infants, as chinking it n 
ceſſary to Salvation; now it doth not 
Wou'd it not be a ſad thing, that Bloc 


either ſide? and yet how often. is it doi 


but lately. And yet how flight does 
137 * Ic 
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fem now? And how very Idle, that Men 
ſnou'd fall out about what none of them 
* underſtand ? | 9 
And what Mr. Bonnells Principle and 
Practice was, with reſpect to the Diviſions 
of the Church; we may learn from what in 
another place, he ſays upon that Argument; 
and which ſtill more fully proves the Great- 
neſs of his Charity. | 

A wiſe and good Man, whoſe Lot ſhou'd 
be, to dwell in a Place, where the People 
were all Bandy'd againſt one another in 
ſeveral Factions, being Families all pro- 
ceeding from one Stock; and all ally d to 
him; won'd make it his Buſineſs, to car- 
ry himſelf as indifferently between them, 
as he cou d; heartily grieving at their 
Breach of Friendſhip, and pitying their 
Animoſities: But being all his Relations, 
he wou'd, wherever he came, endeavour 
to Sow Peace among the differing parties; 
he won'd eſpouſe none of their Intereſts, 
nor engage in any of their Quarrels. But 
if he heard that Braneh of the Family, which 
was nearly related to him ; with whom he 
liv'd, and who, in his opinion, had the 
juſteſt Cauſe and moſt Right on their ſide : 
If he heard that, 1 ſay, vilify'd and unjuſt- 
ly reproach'd ; he wou'd generouſly inter- 
poſe, and offer ſome inoffenſive Apologies, 


perhaps with fit Reprehenſions to the Ag- 
1% erefſors. The Church of Chriſt is one 
- 3 Body, but miſerably broken into ſeveral 
- Wl cations, ſpringing from different Cauſes, 


Q 3 © accord- 
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£ according to the different Paſſions or In-: * th 
<. tereſts of Men. A Wiſe and Sober Chri- * tr 
< ſtian reckons himſelf truly ally'd to ah © to 
* Pities and Grieves at their unhappy Gif. * ar 
< ferences, and is very unwilling to make 8 
+ himſelf a Party in their Quarrels, which G 
* worldly and ill minded Men on each ſide, * t: 
have rais'd,or at leaſt Fomented. Hecar- * 
< ries himſelf indifferently among them, and * 2: 
© as one unconcern'd in their Childiſh Diſ- © Þ 
„ pntes. But if the Intereſt and Honour offi = 
that Church, whereof he was Born and. v 
Lives a Member, be nearly concern'd; ll © | 
he interpoſes with the Gravity and Au- * 
© thority of a Father: He reprehends and 
<. vindicates, as one above the Contentiog 
+ and not as a Party but a Judge. 

I ſhall conclude this Head of his Chariy, 
. with his own Deſcription of it: And never 
= knew it better, or Practis'd it more. 

Oh! What is this excellent Gift of Char- * 

© xy; withont which, whoſoever Liveth, 6 
counted Dead before Thee; or even gives, 
„r his Bady* in Martyrdom for Thee, gains x 

0 


nothing? It is even the whole Ornament 
; of a Chriſtian Mind; the Complex of Spi- 
ritual Graces: It is to be Meek under 
6 „ Injuries and tenderly Compaſſionate to © 
© the miſerable. It is to Rejoice in the ! 
Good of all Men, and have a mean Opt. f 
* nion of our ſelves; our own Abilities and I ! 
gh Deſerts. *Tis to Hate no Man; to Treat 
* none Outragiouſly or Bitterly. Till * 
£ to be more concern 'd for the Good 3" n | 
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"1n-M © thers, than our own Praiſe; never to be 
bri-M tranſported in an undue meaſure; never 
ah © to be Captious, nor apt to take any thing 
dif. © amiſs; to mourn for every thing that is 
nake MW Sin, and take exceeding Pleaſure in the 
ich © Good that any do; to be difficult in En- 
ſide, MW © tertaining bad Reports; and forward in 
car-M © believing Good; unwilling to deſpair of 
and © any, and to undervalue our own Pains, to 
Diſ- procure their Benefit. +» * 
r offs This is to | have the ſame Mind which 
and © was in our Bleſſed Saviour, and reſemble 
1d; Ml © him as a Child reſembles his Parent. In 
Au- © fuch he is pleas'd, is ſatisfi'd and comfort- 
and © ed over all the Troubles he has undergone 
ion, MW * for our ſakes. + Theſe only can be pleaſing 
to him, and thought worthy by him to 
rity, © bear his Name. Whatever other good is 
ever © done, (if any can be, without this Tem- 
e. per) is never own'd nor accepted by him. 
ri © Dear Jeſus, let me think on this Leſſon, 
„ is till thou haſt graciouſly taught it my Soul; 
vez o that I may have the Honour to be like 
ain © Thee, whom I own for the Joy of my 
zent © Heart, and the Delight and Support of 


Spi-] © my Life. Amen. 


der One, in whom the preceeding Virtues ſo E 4 mo? 
to eminently Shin'd, muſt be very well qua- Je and 


the lify'd to diſcharge all the Duties of Friend- £2 _ 
Pi- fhip. And this we may juſtly reckon one of * 
and WM Mr. Bonnells Excellencies; that he was a 
reat moſt Sincere, Faithful, and zealous Friend; 
Tis had all thoſe Qualities, which cou'd render 
f bis Friendſhip deſirable ; Firmneſs and Re- 
hes M. 24 ſolution, 


4.32 


likewiſe Doctor We tenhall, the preſent Lord 
Biſhop of X. more and Ardagh, and Doctor 
Xi mg, Lord Biſhop of Derry: Their Lord- 5 
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ſolution, Sincerity and Openneſs, Prudence MW pa 
and Candorr, Generoſity and Love. He de-. me 
clin'd no Trouble, nor Hazards to ſerve his pa 
Friends. He Aſſiſted, he Advis'd them in 

all their Difficulties and Doubts, and con- co 
ſtantly pray'd for them. And he had one ha 
property of a true Friend, very rarely to be 2 
met with, (becauſe true Friendſhip is ſo) I wi 
which was always to deal plainly — bis pa 
Friends, and tell them what he diſlikd i in Ba 
their Conduct: But this he did not in 4 for 


baughty, imperious way, but with the pry- I vi 


dent Endearments and Tenderneſs, as well bis 
as Sincerity of a Friend; in ſuch a manner ſec 
as by his Reproofs to oblige them, and fix on 
them faſter to his Friendſhip. lat 
He was not Jong in this / "FAM befors M. 
his Friendſhip was very much coveted; and fo 
{till as he became more known, it was defird 4, 
the more. He was intimately acquainted to 
with many of our Biſnops; but his chief I So 
Friends among them, were, Doctor Doppiny, Ci 
late Lord Biſhop of Meath, and Doctor Fo. tle 
ley, late Lord Biſhop of Down and Connor, 
who made Mr. Bonnell one of his Executors : 

The Deaths of theſe Eminent Prelates he 
truly lamented, but much more for the 
Church's ſake, than his own. Such were 


ſhips maintain'd a conſtant and moſt Inti- 
mare Correſpondence with him; they con- 
ſulted him in moſt of their Affairs, and 


paid 


James Bonnell Eq; 3 
xe paid a very great Deference to his Judg- 
ie- ment; and ſtill ſpeak of his Virtues with a 
bis particular Pleaſure. 1 
in Among the Gentry, his Friendſhip was 
m- courted by moſt who were fo happy, as to 
me MW have any opportunity of doing it, and had 
be MW a right Reliſh-of Learning, or Piety : But 
ſo) MY with ſome, he contracted a great Intimacy 
bis M particularly the Honourable Sir Robert King 
in Barronet; who has a particular Veneration 
1a for Mr. Bonnell's Memory, ſpeaks of him 
ty- Ml ith the greateſt — 1 and ever ſince 
ell MW his Death, has expreſsd longing deſires of 
ner I ſecing his Life Publiſh'd. To whom I ſhall 
fix only add, John Bulkely, and John Reading, Eſqs; 
late of the City of Dublin; who, as with 
Mr. Bonnell, they were comely in their Lives, 
ſo in their Deaths, they were very little Divi- 
ded ; It having pleas d God to take them both 
to himſelf, in a ſhort time after Mr. Bonnell: 
50 that, in leſs than Three Months, the 
City of Dublin was depriv'd of Three Gen- 
tlemen „ who were Emineat Patterns of Pi- 
ety and Goodneſs | _— 
Many of the Phyſicians of Dublin were 
likewiſe his intimate Friends, which they 
wou'd never have been, had they not been 
as Eminent for their Piety, as their Abili- 
ties in their own profeſſion, and his Ac- 
quaintance was deſir'd, and Friendſhip courted. 
by the moſt conſiderable of the Clergy, for 
Fiety and Learning; ſeveral of whom, ad- 
visd with him in their Difficulties and 
Doubts: particularly where any Mans Con- 
e ſcience 
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ſcience was concern'd, and always paid a 


great Regard to his Judgment. 


His Behav: - 


And indeed ſo well was the Character of 
his Excellencies confirm'd among us, ſo ge- 


nerally was he Known, Eſteem'd, and Lovd 


in Ireland; ſo Inoffenſive was his Life, ſo free 
from Cenlure, or Blame; that I believe no 
Private Man was ever more Lamented. All 
Profeſſions joyn'd in Teſtifying their Con- 
cern at his Death. It was look'd upon a8 
a general Loſs; and many who had never 
Perfonally known him, Bewail'd it. | 
If we conſider Mr. Bonnell with reſpect to 


eur te his ſc-his ſeveral Relations, we ſhall find him an 
veral Relati- excellent Pattern in every Duty, ariſing from 


ONS. 


Parents. 


them. As he had been bleſſed with Reli- 
gious Parents, fo he ever acknowledg'd his 
Obligations to their Pious Care. They: be- 
gan betimes to form his Mind to Religion: 
And as their Endeavours were ſo Bleſs'd 
from Above, that they made him a ſincere 
Servant to God; ſo of Conſequence, 3 
Dutiful Son to themſelves. Thus in one 
place he ſpeaks of his Parents, ſome Lem 
before his Marriage. 
My Chiefeſt Benefactreſs on Earth, is my 
: "Hog She hath brought me to Heaven: 
And Bleſled be the Memory of my Father, 
© which hath Influenc'd my Life, I have no 
© Children to Bequeath theſe Bleſſings to, let 
*them Deſcend upon all the Faithful Chil- 
© dren of Abrabam; and diffuſe themſelves 
the more, for not being confin'd to a digen 
. Lie, till after many Deſcents, they ſhall 
| come 
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come at laſt, to meet themſelves at the 
great Day of Jubilee. O all ye that love 
of God this is my Legacy! The Bleſſing De- 
e- *ſcended on me from my Father and Mother, 
'd Wl leave among you. i 


ee lf we conſider Mr. Bonnell either as a Son Governears, 


no of the Church, or a Subject of the State; 
Aube had all thoſe Qualities, which, were they 
N- W Univerſal,, wou'd render our Church and 


as © Covntrey Flouriſhing and Happy. He pur 
er WW ſu'd no Private Deſigns, had no Ambition 


to Gratifie, fell in with nane of our Parties; 
to and was not only free from Faction, but all 
an WW Suſpition of it. He offer'd up his daily Pray- 
om ers for all our Governours both Spiritual 
eli- W and Temporal ; and was very rarely known 
his W to Condemn their Actions, or Cenſure their 
be- very Faults. And in all Caſes of Difficulty and 
MN: Doubt, with Relation to Government, he 
i'd WW ſtill beg'd Direction from Above, That his 
ere Mind might be Inlighten d, and his Conſcience 
2 WM guided by the Divine Spirit; and that God wou d 
one Inſiruit him, and all his true Servants to pudge 
ears Wl Aiohteous udgment. 


Obliging. In every IlIneſs of his Wife's, 


in his Sickneſs, ſhe gave him any Aſliſtance, 
ne always made Freſh and Kind Acknow- 
ledgments of her Care: And what was more, 
he Inſtruged, he Aſſiſted her for Heaven, 
calling 


ever expreſs'd more Tenderneſs and real 
en: W Love, He ever found ſome New Way to 
her, ſhew his Kindneſs, ſome Peculiar Methods of 


he ſenſibly ſuffer'd with her; and when ever, 


if we conſider him as a Husband, no Man 222 


N. 
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calling daily upon her, to join in Prayers 
and Praiſes to God with him. 


is Servants he treated with the ſame ci. 
vility, as if they had ſerv'd Him out of Good 
Will, and not for Maintenance and Reward, 
And when they were Sick, he behav'd him- 
ſelf to them, rather as a Father, than a Ma- 
ſter; omitting no Expence, nor Care which 
were : neceſſary for their Recovery ; And not 
only providing for their Bodies both in Health 
and Sickneſs, but being a Faithful Inſtructor 


and Monitor to their Souls. And thoſe who 


had been his Parents Servants, or Attend- 
ed him in his Childhood, and at School, 
were ever after the Objects of his Charitable 
Kindneſs : He Supported them when in Want, 
and took Care of their Children, when they 
cou'd do nothing for them. 

In a Word, all his Friends and Relations, 
all who deſired, or any way needed his 
Help, he ſtudy'd to Aſſiſt and Relieve; 


Treating them with the moſt obliging Civi- 


lity ; Comforting them, when in Affliction 
or Trouble; Reproving them, when in Sin}, 
and Sopplying them, when in Want: And 
alt this without any other View. or Deſign, 
than the conſcientious Diſcharge of his own 
Duty; and that by all the Services he wis 
able to do them, he might engage them in 


the Service of his Great Maſter, and make 


them his Fellow- Candidates for Heaven. x 
| have thus given a Faithful, tho" Imper- 


fe#. Repreſentation of Mr. Bonnell's Virtues, 


and am perfwaded that the Picture hears 
ſome 


ſome Reſemblace to its Original, whatever 
its particular Defects may be; which are the 
fewer; that ſo much of it is the Work of 
his own maſterly Hand. And no doubt the 
Whole will ſufficiently. cogvince us, That 
his Piety and Goodneſs were of a Strain very 
rarely to. be met with ; and that the more 
we make him our Rule and Pattern, both in 
Religious and Civil Life, the nearer we ſhall 

come to Perfection, 1 
And now to give his Character in ſhort. 
Mr. Bonnell, like another Samuel, ſeems to 
have been conſecrated to God from the 
Womb, and to have had his firſt Dawnings 
of Reaſon inlightned by Grace. He made 
early and quick Improvements in Knowledge 
and Learning, greater in Religion and Piery. 
He began his Journey to Heaven in the 
Morning, of Life, and remembred his Creator 
in the Days of his very Childhood. He had 
Noble and Generous Thoughts of God, 
join'd with the humbleſt, loweſt Thoughrs 
of himſelf; and a moſt inflam'd Love ro 
our Bleſſed Saviour. And by theſe Ptinci- 
ples were his Life and Actions influenc'd and 
govern'd: For in God he plac'd bis Conft- 
dence and Truſt, ;, to God he reſign'd him- 
ſelf, his Concerns, and very Defires. With 
the loweſt Humility he ſubmitted to his 
Will, and with , unparallePd Patience bore 
his Corrections. In Silence he underwent 
Pain and Anguiſh, or, if he ſpake, twas all 
Prayers and Praiſes. His Devotions had their 
daily Returns with the San; nor was it more 
| 7 * 
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conſtant in its Coutſe, than They e Pra 

was the Entertainment of his Health,, and 
Support of his Sickneſs, his greateſt Delight 
and Joy. He ſaw clearly through the. Vanity 


of Life, and wiſely conſider'd how ſhort- 


liv'd and unſatisfying all its Pleaſures are; 


and therefore propos'd to himſelf a Nobler 


End; and by an active Faith, look*'d beyond 
the Grave. There he ſaw Toys which can 
never fail; upon which he entirely fix*d hx 
Heart, and all the Bent of his Deſires; and 
continued conſtant at every Duty, which 
might help him forward towards the happy 
Manſions of Eternal Pleaſures. - 

In his Converſation, there was an eaſi e 
Cheerfulneſs, mix'd with a Religious Gras 


vity, ſomething that commanded and pleas d 
at once: And in all his Actions, in his Meen 
and Behaviour there appear'd an humble 


Modeſty, a Natural Openneſs and Sincerity: 

Nothing that was dark or deſigning, aſſu- 
ming or vain, poſitive or Moroſe; but all 
Plainneſs, Gentleneſs, Meeknels. 
bour'd with great Application, to bring his 
Paſſions to a ready Submiſſion, to the Di- 
ctates of Grace and Reaſon ; and by the hap- 
py Methods he us'd, gain'd a mighty Con- 
queſt over them. He fix d them upon pro- 


Per Objects, and kept them within narrow 


Bounds : Or, if he ever allowed them grea- 
ter Liberty, it was when, warmed by an 


active Zeal, he endeavour'd the Ad vaticement 


of "ume , and the Suppreſlion o ol Vice, 


With 
wt. hs 8 = 


woes „ — — 2 — 


He. la- 


With reſpect to the other Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life, his Juſtice was unſhaken, his 


Integrity unſuſpected. Intereſt loſt all Power 


where Duty was concern'd; and he was aſ- 


faulted by it as a Rock is by the Sea, its 
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Waves are broken, but the Rock ſtands firm 


nd unmov'd. His Hands were never ſut- 


lyd with difputable Gain, nor his Heart 


infected with any kind of Fraud. Stander 


and Detraction bore no part in his Conver- 


fation ; and he put the beſt Conſtructions 


upon Actions they were capable of bear- 


ing. 1 = . 
He had à true Chriſtian Concern for the 


Souls and Bodies of Men, and did all that 


in him lay, to ſupply the Wanrs of Both. 
He was Zealous for the Church, whereof he 
was a Member, yet charitable to thoſe who 
differ d from him: And his very Enemies 


ſhar'd in his Love, his Compaſſion, and his 
Prayers. It was his daily Study to be uſeful 


to the World, and to do Good to Mankind; 
and he never rejoyced more, than when Pro- 
vidence gave him an Opportunity of com- 
forting any in Diſtreſs, or relieving any in 

As to his Relations, there cou'd not be 
à more dutiful obliging Son, a more tender 
and indulgent Husband, a more faithful 


and zealous Friend; making his Friends 
Concerns, in the kindeſt manner, his own; _ 


ſharing in their Sorrows and Joys, and de- 
dining no Pains to do them Good in their 
fortunes, their Characters and Souls, Our | 
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Governours cord not deſire a better Subjed , 


Nor our Church a better Member ; ſubmitrine 
40 her Authority, waiting upon her Service, 
and reverencing her Laws, and adornimg all 
And tho” he always ſtudy'd to be little 
known, yet ſuch Excellencies cou d not᷑ be 
hid; he was known and juſtly valu'd ; ke 
was honour'd by the Bad, and delov'd by 
the Good of every Perſwaſion. He was re- 
garded by the Great, and conſulted by the 

Wiſe. A general Love attended him in his 
Life, and as general Sorrow waited on him 


to his Grave. 


* 


Andino from the preceeding Account of 
Mr. Bonnell's Life and Character, I leave it 
to all Competent Judges to determine, if he 
was not a truly Great Man, according to all 
put Notions of Greatneſs, which can never 
be ſeparated from Piety and Goodneſs ? And 

whether many, who are reckon'd Heroes in 
the Records of Time, dot t fall ſhort of 
him, in many Inſtances of Subſtantial Vir- 
tue. For wherein did their Greatneſs prig- 
cipally conſiſt, but in raiſing z Dult and 
making a Noiſe in the World? In command- 
ing Armies, and laying Countries waſte? 
In committing Acts of Violence ahd Crvelty, 
and doing much Miſchief to Mankind! 
- Whereas his Principles led him on to make 
All rejoyce, but None movrti ; to do Men 
Good in their Valuable Concerns, in their 
Fortunes, their Bodies, but chiefly in their 
Souls. He ſtudy'd to tranſcribe in his * 
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al the intitable aten bf God; and to | 
he truly Great b y reſembling, as much 28 


poſſible, that ae Fountain "6f Greatneſs 
and Goodneſs. 


, 

ng 

de, 

All 

te And from the ame Frey of Mr. 26. 
de xls Piety, and the ſeveral Inſtances given 
he 

by 

re 

the 

his 

um 


of his Virtues, we may fee how glorious 
Chriſtianity Appears, when it duly influences 
our Lives, and governs our Actions: when 
it ſmooths out native Rou bnefs, and ſof- 
tens us Into Love and g Nature Humi- 
lity and Meekneſs, Gentleneſs and Gbarity: 
When lit enfighrens the Head with exalted 
of Thoughts of God, and warms the Heart with 
his Love and Fear: When it opens our 
ge Mouths in Prayers and Praiſes, our Hands to 
af the Poor, and our Doors to Strangers: 
The When it plants à firm Faith in the Soul, 
a ich is fruitful in producing alk Graces and 
Virtdes there: When it arms us with ſteady 
% Joſtice and Truth, unſhaken Conſtancy, ald 
7 invincible Patience : When it exaltsns above 
the World; gives us juſt Sentiments of its 
aud Lanity, and ſtrong Deſires after unſeen Del 
50 liehts: When it enlarges our Proſpect be- 
de: ond the Grave, and preſents the Spiritual 
ſry World to our View, and fills us With en- 
"77 liveniffſy Hopes of being for ever happy 
there : When thefe Hopes ſo powerfully? act 
Men r our Souls, that we can be unconcern'd- 
* 8 of human Greatneſs, and deſire” 
ently- 9 0 calmly to paſs thro” this World: 
ie. In a word, when Chriſtianity makes ds live, 
ai <Onverſe and act here, * great Exathple 


conſtant, Diſchargs of every 
wein earneſt ſet about it: Ad that the : . 


RNeniplary e 
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May we not likewiſe learn 8 aac | 
been ſaid, of Mr. Bonnel!'s ftrict Life, a 


that Religion is no impoſſible 


ficulties of Piety, and Preſſures of Temporal 
Affairs are no reaſonable Excuſe for neglett- 
ing the Duties of it. For here we have an 
Inſtance of One who reconcil'd' a Life of 1 | 
ligion and Buſineſs together; who 

no Office of Civil Life, nor Act of Devotion 
who liv'd in the midſt of Temporal Aﬀairs, | 
yet had his Converſation in Heaven. Here 
we may ſee what miſtaken Notions they have, | 
who think a Wilderneſs or a Cell the fon 
Scenes of true Devotion: For what is that, 
but putting our Candle under a Buſhel, aud not 
letting it ſhine before Men? Whereas Mr. Boh. 
nell, ke Enoch, walked with God amidſt the 
Throng of daily Buſineſs; the p private Cares 
of a Family, and the conſcien atiqus Diſchar e 
of a weighty Employment. Let this then 
ſilence our Complaints of Religion, and turn 
them all againſt our ſelves, and make us oi, 
that we want not Time to, ferve God, 


Heal; and that we have not too much By y 


neſs, but too little Grace. © N 
And is it not for the Honour of the Ree 


form?d Religion, that it can give ſuch an Ih- 


Nance ( and- bleſſed be God, that many ab 
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an be given likewiſe; ) of all chat ſtrice 
ſevere Piety, which the Romanfts pretend 
to, as only to be found in their Religionhs 
Honſes ? Sure I am, that were the Lives of 
their moſt Celebrated Saints, compar'd with 
this Gentleman's Character, (If they can be 
calld Lives, Which are fo full of Fable,) a 
manifeſt difference wou d ſoon appear. Here 
all that Strictneſs in Reality, to which manx 
of them were only Pretenders : But withal, 
a Piety, that was Rational and Sober; Pru- 
dent and Intelligible ; Meek and Charitable; 
Uſeful to the World, and charming in it 
ſelf: A Piety, that was not clouded by 
Melancholy; nor diſturbd with Superſtition, 
Enthuſiaſm, and other fooliſh Paſſions: A 
piety, that was not Supercilious and Proud; 
Cruel and Deſigning : But was Temperd 
with the Adeekneſs and Lowlineſs of Chriſt; 
and that Love and Joy, Peace, Long Suffering, 
Goodneſs and Faith, which are the Genuine 
Fruits of the Spirit of GW. 
Moſt it not alfo, be matter of great Joy, 
to the Church of England; to ſee all its 
principles and Laws, ſo truly Tranſcrib'd 
in the Life of one of its Excellent Sons? 
Here is all that generous picty, that unbound- 
ed Charity and Love, which are ſo Remar k- 
hle in our Church, Bete's Religion in its 
Native Beatity, and moſt charming Dreſs; 
as it bears the greateſt Reſemblance to its 
Diving Founder; and has moſt of God and 
Chriſt, and Heaven in it. And wound we. 
behold a Church of England Man, who = 
R 2 4 
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all the Accompliſhments She can give dim; 


who has fully Imbib'd her Doctrine, and 


gives himſelf up to the Conduct of Her Laws; 


who joyns daily in her Devotions, and Re- 
ceives the Holy Sacrament from her Hands; 
who partakes of her extenſive Charity, and 
is acted by her Primitive Spirit; who Ho- 
nours her Laws, and lives up to her Pre. 


cepts: Conſider Mr. Bonnell well, and #4 55 


He; This Church he Honour'd and Lovd; 
and Her Misfortunes he Bewail'd: He ſau 
Her Conſtitution Primitive and Apoſtolical; 
Her Doctrine, Pure; Her Service, Rational 
and Heavenly: But lamented that fo mag, 
who call themſelves by Her Name, ſhowd 
bring ſo much Scandal upon Her, by. their 
Immoral Lives. But what he cou'd not 
amend in others, he ſtudyd to prevent in 
himſelf: And effectvally ſhew'd. to all who 
knew him, how. Glorious our Church would 
be, did all who own her Authority, come 
up to her Principles in their Eives. 

And now at laſt, to come to a Concluſton, 
I wou d deſire, every one, who conſiders; the 
Life of this Excellent Man, to ask themſelves 
this ſerious Queſtion: Whether. all things 
duly weiglyd ; this World and the next; 
the ſhortneſs of: Life, and the Eternity, to 


follow: They won'd not rather Live-and 


Die like Mr. Bonnell; enjoy the preſent 
Pleaſures of his Virtues ; and be IntitPd: to 
their exceeding great Reward : Than ad 
one of the moſt Buſie Parts of Humane 
Hife; than poſſeſs whatever the moſt bond? 
. a A J 


Ambition can crave; than make the greateſt. 
Noiſe and Figure in the World? For what 
Is this ſhort Life, and all its poor concerns? 
It appears, and is gone, Flies like a Sha- 
dow, and Yaniſhes' as a Dream. Who then 
that's truly Wiſe, wou'd Loſe the Subſtanti- 
al Joys of a good Conſcienee; that Peace, 
thoſe Comforts, which Religion gives; and 
chiefly, thoſe enlivening Hopes of Immorta- 
lity and Glory, which are the happy conſe- 
quents of piety: To Glitter a while in the 
World, be the Subject of Talk, and Gaz'd 
at by the Multitude; to ſtrike our Fellow. 
Creatures with Terror, and gratifie our 
pride and Vain- Glory? How quickly does 
a Death-Bed Cure us of theſe Follies? Give 
us a new Taſt and Reliſh of things, take off 
the thick Scales which ſtick to our Eyes, 
and the falſe Colours of worldly Glory; 
till it appears in its Native Littleneſs and 
Deformity, and at laſt Vaniſhes into nothing? 
Then ſhall we be convinc'd (O why are we 
not before ) that there's no Wiſdom like 
ſecuring our Eternal Intereſt; nor Madneſs, 
like loſing our Souls, tho' we got the whole 


World in Exchange. 


But ſuch a Life, as Mr. Bonnell's was, 
brings every Day new Delights to the Soul: 
The Pleaſures it gives, encreaſe with Time; 
improve upon Enjoyment, and leave no un- 
grateful Reliſh upon the Mind. A Soul, ſo 
Reſign'd to God, is calm amidſt all the 
Storms of Fortune, and Diſorders of the 
World; is not afraid of A, Men, nor TER 
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world of Noiſe and Vanity; knowing, that 
*is under theo Care gt Ingt 


4488 and Hopes; and then full of Angeln I He 
and. ain Remorſe, ſhall ſadly wiſh, dete | 
bad minded this World leſs, and chacht 


| be our only Happinels, and Piety our: tru- 


Coldneſs of our Deyotions, and the mag 


deep Humility, his flaming Zeal and Love. 
This conſideration hon d check our Touring 


The Exemplar) LiF E of 
at evil Tydingsz; but goes. quietly through; 


nite, Power; and 
Wiſdom; and ſtill has Heaven in its View; 
Heaven! that end of all Labours !] and San: 
Herr from Tropble and Sin! That Eternal 
etreat from Grief, from Miſery and Pain 
The Reſidence. of God, and Angels, and 
bappy Spirits! A Soul firmly fx d upon I his 
Heaven and Heavenly things, pities the his 
vain Deſigns and reſtleſs Purſuits: of Man- *:/ 
kind; and wonders that ſo- much Time aud yer 
Labour, ſnou'd be thrown n upon what 7e: 
can never Profit, and very imperfectly pleaſe; W fect 
Wich well employ'd, might ſecure preſent I int 
T-:nquility. and Peace, with a happy Rever-WW ho 

10 7 1 Fogleſs Joy and Glory. Such a 155 
ebe Gul- knows and conſiders, that, moſt fro 
0 "pee reil}ois.and aſpiring: Mortals, thall I the 
ſuatchd away, in the midſt: of their Pro- Ml ad 


more. (rich 73448 


If then * cola be malls. Can kf: tegie 
eſt Wiſdom: The uſe, we ſhou d .make of 
this. great Example of ali theſe, is to: be- 
wail the Imperfections of our Graces, the 


defects of all our Religious Performances; 
when compard with, his exalted Piety; bis 


Thonghts, 


I 
Wt 
nd 
3 
bal 
n 
nd 
On 


lie 


James B EI, 
TR 5 and keep,” ee sr. r 
our _ worth, which fal J0-vaſtly | 1 
of his; who! pet was as lovin th own 
Eſteem,” as he was high ig that of others 
od chiefly; his Example ſhou q enflame Our . 
h and ſer every Faculty in Motion; ob 
CR Earneſt in our Ptayers for his 
Graces,” $1 ih our "Endeavours to latte 
his Virtues; that; Wwe may ar kf Mare in 
his Rewro. 
And ſince! Ah gels Rejoice at the Con- 
ver fin bf -Silinbis 3 and ſince Mr. Bonn ils 
Zeal for Soiils; was To great In bis Tmper- 
fect ſtate; and no doubt is now Refin'd 
— a Seraphic Flame: We cannot but 
that if either his Writings, or his 
I be inſtrumental in turning one Sinner 
— his Evil Ways; or confirming any in 
their good Puryoſes and Actions; it will 
add to his Joy, and Improve his Glory in 
Heaven. N 
And we need not Queſtion, but we ſhall 
partake in his Happineſs; and join for ever 
with him in that work of Praiſe, which was 
his moſt delightful Exerciſe below, and is a 
great part of his Reward above: If with 
his Diligence and Care, me. watch over our 
Hearts, our Tongues and Steps: If with 
the Fervours and Humility of his Soul, we 
pray for Grace and Strength from God to 
walk in the Divine Laws and Command- 
ments; and particularly, to be lept (as he 
in one Place ex ONS it ) Youu ſpeaking 4 
; R 4 | Vain 


The Exemplary L I FE- of, . 
Vain or  Proue as. tio hi 


N r thinks An ing, 
In hof t, i et 155 We dd be ap- 
we myſt" "be W Wiſe . Not. 40. 


py; like Him, 
. cording to the miſtaken 22 of this World, 
_ is Fooliſhneſs with God: But that 74 


12 die bark 155 1059 + Mo deſce ö 


od 


race. And ame ss eſcript n of that 
Wiſdom, gives us Mr. e Character 
in very "few Words: For as Pure aid 


ps by Epi, 
full. of” Mer rey ana good. Fruits; without Tanz 


Ou * Hilax e e, Jam. 5 17. 
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AN 
ADVERTISEMENT 
TOUCHING THIS 


Sermon and its Subject. 


E following Sermon was Drawn up 
and Preach'd in much haſt; My Dear 
Friend's Death being a. great Surpriſe to Me, 
who was then but juſt come up from my Home, 
into the City, and very full of Buſineſs, which 
bad been as Unexpected, 4s it was of Concern- 
ment to me. From. ſuch baſt and diſcompoſure 
it neceſſarily came. to paſs, that I could neither 
ao the numerous Congregation was to Preach 
to, that Service; nor the Deceaſed, that Juſtice, 
which I willingiy would have done to both, But 
having endeavoured. what I could, in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, and. finding. my. poor Performance 
accept; 1 could NO deny A Copy of it ( ſuch 
23 it was) to the. importunity of ſome, whoſe 
Grief and Weakneſs ſuffer d them not to be Hear- 
ers: Nox. do I think it Reaſonable nom, at the 
Inſtatxce of the ſame. Perſons, to withſtand the 


Publication. of it; which is. but. 4 poor Duty 


An Advertiſement, ec. 


to the Memory of one, whom I Low/d ſo highly, 


ah knew ſo well. PCI DI , TH Et vo OHIO? 
I am heartily glad to ſee a more perſect Dei 
tincation of this great Example, from the hand 
of one, who had more time, and better Informa- 
tions, than could then be obtain'd by me. And how- 
ever ſome may think, that both the Author of 
the foregoing Life, and my Self, have ſet our 
Deceaſed Friend's Character above what there 
was real ground for; I muſt take the Liberty 
ſacredly to Proteſt, that I think we have both 
hitherto, come ſhort of his Intrinſic Worth; 
Had I not had a very high Senſe thereof, 1 
fhould not have choſen the Text I have made uſe 
of, for the Diſcourſe at bis Funeral: My Firſt 
Subject would not have anſwered my Second: 
But 1 truly beheved that if ever Soul on Earth, 


felt is ſelf United to that Glorious Company of 


the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect abôvr, 
His Soul did. I had had for ſeveral Tear, (as of- 
ten as we could meet,) moſt Intimate Convers 
ſation with him; and when we were diſtam 
from one another, no leſs conſtam Correſpondentr 
by Letters: Ad I mult profeſt"T have ofte 
been warmed, and almoſt Tranſported, even by his 
Letters, as well 'ns his Diſcourſe =*Nor have J, 
among the many Acquiintantes"F-have hat, 
met with any of ſo devout and heavenly 4 Spi. 
rit; one Perſon only excepted, who T hope ir yet 
in the Land of thi" Living; and, I pruy God, 
be Wy mody Be for men ee ne e e 
Fan ſeartethink there is any ſerious unpreju- 
diced Perſon, that, but in à Tolerable | Degres, 
ew Mr. Bonnell, who muſt not ſay, 75 
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An Advertiſement, Oc. 
be true to his om] ſenſe. of things, that His Con- 


verſation was in Heaven, ia every (even the 
ſtricteſt) Senſe, of the Phraſe. He was truly a 
Citizen of the New. Jerufalem. Hit Temper, 
his. Diſcourſe, (than which commonly there it no- 
thing more ſhems the Abundance of the Heart) 
His whole Life, and all his Actions; his way 


of Cunverſing in the World, and in a. ſort, his 


very, Meen, beſpoke him ſuch. A ſweet and un- 
affeited Contempt of this World, appear d in 
his Behaviour. As far as ] have been able to 


See or Learn, in all the opportunities he had to 


enrich himſelf (which. were not 4 few) Money 
neither ſtuck to his Fingers, nor his Heart, He 
liu'd in the midſt of much Ruſineſs, (and the 
greateſt part of it very troubleſome) with a Mind 
ſull of compoſedneſs; with - Aﬀettions free from 
being Intangled by - earthly concernments, or the 
ſecrete Mitehcraft of Seen and Sublunary G oo. 

His Soul was above the Fromns of Great ones, 
as well as the Careſſes of the Common ſort; Faith. 
ful to all, in what was their true Intereſt. His 


that great. and neceſſary (though moſt dificule 
and commonly. unwelcome) Oſſice of Reproof, 
has been. touched hy the Hand I before menti- 
oned, I could relate ſame ha py Inſtances thereof, 


did not the Circumſtances of ſome Survivor male 


it m to hi „ 
J will. add thereso, the mention of only one o- 
ther Holy Art, which he was as Great a Maſter 
of, as any I have known. Let the Company 
wherein he was, be talking of whatſoever they bap» 
rened to fall on; He would without Affect ation, 
age 
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An Advertiſement, &c. 
very naturally, and not ſtraining any thing ſaid 


for a Connexion; bring about the diſcourſe to Ræ. 
ligious and Profitable-Snbjefts. hade adm. 


red his Facility and Godly Simplicity herein: 
And I cannot forbear Recommending, the Study 
of ſuch Edifying Converſation, to all ſerious Chri- 
ſftians-, eſpecially to Clergy- Men, and that with 
more than common Care, in their Lord's-Day 
Table Talk, and ordinary Viſits on that 
Day, if they make an.. 10 Fa 


There were many other Perſonal Excellencies, 


in which my deceaſed Friend was Eminent, . 


I may not, and I am glad I vet bot, particularly 


inſiſt on in this place, In ſhort, I am truly of 
opinion, that, in the beſ Age of the Church on 
Earth, had he lived therein, he would have paſ- 
ſtd for a Saint, and a very Exemplary Perſon. 
And I ſeriouſly Pray, that any who ſeem to enuy 

| Him the Character that has been given Him, 
(for ſome ſuch Tam ſenſible there may be) may 
not fall ſhort of one half of his Virtues. 


Theſe are ( bona fide) the Real Sentiments 


of, Good Reader, | 
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Thy True Friend and Servant 


in our Lord Chriſt Jeſus 
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"The Ten, 


Hebrews XI The laſt Words of the | 
Twenty Third Verſe. Aud to tie 


Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect. 


4 A E Eloquent and Learned Au- 
thor of this Epiſtie, (for ſuch he 
was in an ordinary Courſe of At- 
tainment, as well as Extraordi- 

nary Inſpired ) whether St. Paul, 
or St. Luke, or St. Barnabas, or whoever, 
eas much of it, in comparing the Legal 
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and Evangelical Diſpenſation; that is, God's 
Method or Form of managing che Covenant 
under the Law, and under the Goſpel: And 
having ſtated Both, He, by the State of ſuch 
Compariſon, all along aſſerts and proves the 
great Tranſcendency of the Goſpel- Dilpen: 
ſation above W the Law. 

This he does, even in a conſiderable Part 
of the Chapter, whence I have taken theſe 
Words; making the Reſult of the Compari- 
ſon, an Argument to Fette Mens Diſo- 
bedijence to the Goſpel, above the old N 
Diſabedience to the Law. - 

., The Point, on which the Compa rifon 
ere runs, is, the manner of the Publication of 
Each. The Delivery of the Law was Dread. 
ful, or with moſt Amazing Terrors; with- 
al threatned to be Fatal to ſach, who ſhould 
but touch the Mountain whence it was pro- 
nounced: All put together, the Terrors 
ſuch, That they who heard it, could not indurt 
to bear it again. But the Promulg ation of the 
Goſpel was Calm, Sweet, Charming, and every 
way Salutary; ſuch, which, not only Ena- 
moured all irs Hearers with what they heard, 
but endeared to them, the very Places where 
it was delivered ; the Perſons who were ſent 
to deliver it; and even the Whole Society 
and Multitude of them, who were Partakers 
of thoſe bleſſed Tidings, making them all 
however. diſtant, one Body by Union 0 
Hearts, mutually tranſported, and made - 
happier by one anothers growing Happinels. 
This is the Sum of Ver, 18,19, 20. and tothe 
end of the 24th Verſe, Par- 


+. 


cr. 


therice the Sound of a Trumpet, and the Voice r 161 


of Words, which they that heard, intreated thats 
the Word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more, 


for they could not indure that which was Cum- 


manded. So terrifying a Scene was the Pro- 
mulgation of the Law on Mount Sina. 

Then, on the other hand, in Three Ver- 
ſes ( viz. 22, 23, 24.) he repreſents the Na- 


ture of our Calling under the Goſpel. Te - 


are come unto Muunt Sion, and unto the City 


of the Living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; to 


at innumerable. Company of 77 to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born, which 
are written in Heaven; and to the God the Judge 


of All; and to the Spirits of Jaſt Men made per- 


felt ;, and 10 Jeſus the Mediator of the New Co- 
"enant 5 and to the Blood f Sprinkling, that 


a. 


az 


8 ;p [peaketh 
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ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel. A 
theſe Glorious Eminencies of the Peel 
State, above the Law, are verified to Chri- 
ſtian People, even in the preſent Mortal 1 
for herein are we initiated and incorporated 
into the Ciry! of the Living God, which is his 
Church, the Spiritual ount Sion. Herein 


we have the Knowledge of an unſeen World, 
wherein, we are taught, are an Innumer able 


Company of Angels: And both They have more 
Communion with Us, and conſequently We 
with Them, than we are aware of. Herein 
are we aſſured, That the Souls of Saints de- 
parted, are in a Paradiſical State above; 
That the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect, are 
one Part of the Heavenly Inhabitants. 


Luke XVI. But much more will all theſe things be ve- 


riſied ro us, and in us, when we our ſelves 
ſhall have ſhot the great Gulf, and be tran- 
ſported into that World of Bleſſed Spirits. 
And with regard to this latter Condition, 


which we hope for, ſhall I take theſe Words, 


and conclude thence this Propofition, 

It will be one Branch and Advantage of our 
F elicity in Heaven, that we ſhall there enjoy 0 
5 800 of the Spirits of Juſt Men Wale Per- 

ect. 

For opening and making Good hls 
there are Two Points neceſſary to be ſtate 
or Two Difficulties, to be reſolved. 

I. What Perfection the Spirits of 2. Men, 
while ſeparated from their Bodies, may be con- 
ceived to atiain to. 
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II. What Hippineſt their Society can be there 
to u, "their Chriſtian Brethren, when ga- 


thered to te. 


As to the Firſt of theſe; Nhat Perſtikiun 
the'Spiries of Tarr Aer, while ſeparated from 


the Body, may be conceived: to attain to. 
Tour may be refolved' in Three Particu- 
I. It is one Step to Perfe&ion, that in that 
Separate Eftate, the Spirits are ſtripe of all the 
Impediments and Diſturbances of their Perfection. 
Diverſe of theſe,” our Souls are here encom- 
paſſed with, -as Tong as they inhabit theſe 
Houſes of Clay, which we call our Bodies. 
Soct ned ONS O15 „„ 
I. A ſinful Tnfirmities. The Hearts of 


none of the Saints, in the preſent Eſtate, are 


ſo purged, but ſome Remains of Corrupti- 
an ſecretly lurk in them, or cleave to them. 
Poſſibly; ſome unhappy Propenſities to cer- 
tain Sins; ſoffit Eaſineſs or Aptneſs to yield 
to ſundry Temptations, ſome Vanity or Le- 
vity of Mind: If none of theſe, yet at leaſt 
ſomething of Affection to the Things that 
are ſeen ; ſorte Averſation' and Loathneſs to- 
be turned Naked into an unknown World, 
and Entertained with none but Inviſible and 


Intellectual Objects. Nothing is there, in the 


Separate Eſtate, expected, or to come from 
Senſe, from which notwithſtanding, here we 
have been accuſtomed to take in moſt of our 
Comforts. This kind of abſtract and ſtript 
Condition , Fleſh and Blood is ſomewhat 
fearful to enter into. But from this, a- 
i S 2 mongſt 
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mongſt other Infirmities, the firſt Step into 
the unſeen World, delivers us. As ſoon as 

we are there, and during the Separate Eſtatt, 
farewel all Infirmities, of or from Senſe; for 
farewel Senſe it ſelf, all its Organs being laid 
aſide for that Preſent Eftate. 

A ſecond fort of Hinderances to perfecti- 
on, are Penal Infirmities; all ſuch bodily In- 
felicities, which befal us as the Puniſhment of 
our Sins; - Faintneſs, Feebleneſs, Decay of 
Spirits, Pains, Diſeaſes, and other Indiſ- 
poſitions, by which the Body becomes unfit 
and unable to hold Pace with the Soul, or to 
{ſerve and concur in its Actions. Oftentimes 
a Man cannot eat a Meal, but he is unfit for 
the Duties of his common or Chriſtian Cal- 
ling, | 

The ſupplying the Neceſſities of Nature, 

( Animam quoque prægravat, 

Atque affigit humi Divine particulam aura.) 
Loads the Soul, and faſtens to Earth that 
part of the Divine Nature. Not to mention 
here the Perplexities of Mens particular Af. 
fairs; our almoſt incredible. Croſſing and 
Thwarting one another, and diverſe other - 
ways preying mutually upon Lime and Life, 
and waſting one anothers good Hours. Ve- 
rily the Impediments of Perfection, which 
ariſe from our outward Circumſtances, Con- 
ditions, and both lawful and neceſſary Em- 
ployments of Life, are almoſt innumerable 
But of theſe, the ſeparate State rids us alſo* 
Yea, and ofa more troubleſom ſort of Evils · 
which . Spiritual) we may juſtly» | 

| reckon 


FLY oe Aw 


— JJC ED Sl” i «a a <a e a4 A a1 od 


James Bonnell EM, 
recon 'amoneſt the Pena! Infirmiiits\ of our 
Mortal State; namely, Doubts and Fears both 
as to our preſent and future Condition. We 
ſee not in our ſelves perhaps, that Sanctitʒ 
we deſire; we feel not always that Strength 
of Faith, that Warnith of Love, that A. 
rance of Hope, with wich we remember God 
ſometimes to have favoured us. On the con- 
trary, we find a great Dulneſs on our Spi- 
rits, Which we are apt to account Hatdneſs 
of Heart; and we! cannot mourn with ſuch 
Tenderneſs over our Sins, as we have done. 
Hereupon we doubt of the Sinctrity or Suffi- 
ciency. of our  Repentance : We fear" our ſelves 
to be of the Number of thoſe Temporary 
Proſelytes, whom our Lord deſigned by the 
Stony Ground ( Matth. 13.) ſuch wo believe 
and rejoyce in Hope, only for a time. Again, 
revolving in our Minds our former Falls, and 
the Strength of our Corruptions ſtill, we 
areĩ apt to entertain ſuch Melancholly and 
Deſponding Thoughts in Spiritüals, as were 
thoſe of David's in another Caſe, ſhall one 
day periſh by the Hund of Saul. Theſe are 

Grounds of great Sadneſs and Sore lets to 
Chriſtian Perfection. But when once Chriſt 
ſhall have deliver'd us from the Barden of 

Corruption, we ſhalf immediately find our 
ſelves at Eaſe and Reſt; in a State of Safety 
and Security from all "Dangers, and paſt not 
only ſinning, but the Fear of it. All theſe, 
and any other like moleſting Anxieties, the 
ſeparate Eſtate ſets us abo re. 

„ ee eee ot eee eee 


8 3 3. The 


y_— 


2 


62 


A Sermon" Preached at the Funeral 
3. The laſt fort of Hindrances 1 ſhall men- 


tion, are, the Interruptions and Diſturbances 


the Soul receives from the Senſes; it can 
ſcarce be determined, whether our Eyes and 
Ears give us more Aſſiſtance ene takin ng 
in of Knowledge, than Hindrances many tim 


in digeſting thoſe imperfect Notices they 
take in, and in purſuing: our Notions and 
Contemplations: How frequently comes it to 
paſs, that having ſet our elves, I will not 


ſay to ſſtud y, but even to pray. or to medi⸗ 
tate on Heavenly and Divine Things, ſome 
untowrard, unſeaſonable Object is caſt in by 


Senſe, which turns off Thought, and diverts 
the Soul clearly from its purpoſe; ſtops and 
checks it in its Motion, and quite puts * out 
of its Road; and either ſcatters or ſtrikes 


dead all happy Cogitation and Devotion. 
Now of all theſe and the like Numderleſß 
Infelicities, Intanglements and e 
is the Spirit diveſted in its fene mane: 
And being thus ſet fre, 
II. It ſoon arrives at g Pœfiction of; its A 


nal Faculty, which immediately becomes Kb 


niſt*d with che moſt. [agreeable and kelleits⸗ 


ting Habits: | USES . 


1. As ta the rden. It tendol by 
by us; in our prefent State conceived,” what 
ſpeedy and vaſt Progreſs the Soul will make 
in Knowledge, when it ſhall. be thus!enfran- 
chiſed and fet at liberty. Nothing in that 
ſtate can hinder its. diſcnrſtye Powers, chat it 
ſhould not from one Truth known, immedi- 
ately infer many others; or rather (Ano in- 


tuitu ) 


* 


tultu | behold an endleſs Train of Conte 
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hay it is to be conſ dered, the. Spirits of 


70 9 en, cg go out of the World poſ- 
19 5 of the Me only, of One or Two 
Tr ruths.. ay hey ha e lon g been endow- 
40 5 ith har the wile As ar ſtiles the Know- 
ledg e of the, Holy, (The ke into that 
dy and Variety of Truths. which. ma e 
them wiſe unto. Salvation. ) And from ſuch 
Dog Stock of Principles, how infigite 


Toon, be the Inferences! At leaſt how. 


rl fy 11 5 the Improvements, which ſuch 
adyanced now into the Sphere of In- 


relliven c&s. will make, draw, and accumu- 
late? 108 belides the stock of Knowledge, 


they carry hence with, them, what Numbers 
of new O jets will entertain them in that 
World. 1 f Spirits? The innumerable Company 

; the g | Rat. Aſſembly, and Church 


Te Sek, and Confelſors) But 45 
boye fheſe, Go, the Judge of al, and J Mo 
boſe ets 

ſus! Whe 705 1 and Redeemgd us, with bis 
Blood : dl. that t long gd for ele his glo- 
rious. Pe rſon nal then the Eyes of our Soul 
behold. "We ſhall o then kno i what that 
Spirit is, Which has dw Weg in our Hearts, nd 
ſanQified us: And we ſhall have an 1 
Anal Vifion of f Ancient of Days, 


ternal and Almighty Father. We ſhall woe | 


ſee clearly through all the Riddles and 
Myſerics of our * n Faith ſhall be 
: no 
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no more, becauſe Sight ſhall be in its room, 
Truly, when J deeply think on theſe thingy 
it ſeems to me worth ones labour to Die, 
meerly to be able to frame, but one direct 
and proper Conception what God is; of 
whoſe Eſſence here we can, for the maig, 
only frame ſome negative Notions, that is, 
rather fay what he is not, than what he is: 
But one Minute of Eternity, (pardon the 
Expreſſion) will then inform us more, than 
all Ages of Time have here done. The Lu- 


men Glorie, which inquiſitive Wits have talk. 


ed of, but the deepeſt Heads ſeem not to 
know what here to make of, will indeed 
ſoon ſhew us a new Univerſe of Wonders. 
Thus briefly as to the Perfection of the Un- 
derſtandin g. 73 bot g 


III. As to the Will: That ſhall then per- 
fectly follow the Conduct of this Raiſed 


and Heavenly enlightned judgment: 


That ſhall no longer diſpute. its. Di- 
cates, or in the leaſt hang back. Indeed 
it will be wholly transform'd into, Loves: 


into the Love of God, and Chriſt, and An- 
gels, and Saints; and amongſt the laſt, even 
of the Saints too that are on Earth. There 
will be no deſire of any other things, but 
what are enjoy d, unleſs it be of a, Re union 
to the old Friend, its fallen Body, and the 
gathering together, or compleating the num · 


ber of the Faichf l. The ſeparate Spirit 


[nay perhaps, 


farneſtly delire. to be  glpathed upon wi 


nay mult in courſe of pi 


ky 


T FRF 9. 


+> 
©... 


- * 


its Houſe which is from Heaven: To have 
its late Corruption, fer ow Trerruption ; and 
the whole Man entirely to be with the Lord. 
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to, and Complacency Tn, the Will of God, 


act of deſire, will meet with infinite Satis- 


Thus briefly as to the Perfection of £ 


} 


done in the Body. Now I ſay, that in the 


future bleſſed Eſfate, even this ſhall be per- 


* . 


fected. That is, all evil Conſcience, (al Con 3 


ſcience bf Gnilt) all Sin all be waſhed, ar 


way, with the Blood of the Lamb. The pe- 


na} senſe or Memory of Sin, ſhall be entirely 


taken off and extinct. Only ' we may con- 


ceive fo much Remembrance of our own 
Vileneſs to remain, as may ſerve, amidſt all 
our Glories, to raiſe in us "a higher Admi- 
ration,of the moſt plorious Goodneſs 'of God, 
3nd more Paſſionate Love of Chriſt, Thus 

it 
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in the Revelation, vale the Angels cr Hoh, 


5 0 


Hoh, Holy, Lord God Al ni 856005 the, our and 


Twenty Elder, [al 255 } ore him. n thas.” ts 5 

on the 7 ores or ſhip im that et jor fd 

ever aud ever, fr ea their Co or ns. before, Tak 

Throne ſaying, Thou 4 art worthy, O Lord,.to Ter tel 

ceive Glory, and {onour, and. ob: Fo 7 Th The 

baſt Cveuted al. Thing, and for thy Ralere % 

Pes are and were created. Rev. V. 192. IL, will 

ey remember th erdſclves naturally, Vie hop 

| however, now Crow! d and Glorie us... FH... 
\ Adore, ave and aile. | the God "tha at. as wife 
made them otherwiſe than they wire Ky Na. 15 
4 ture ; and lay all their 'Glories t the. 1 15 
bn of him who gave. them. Bur I, ay, A ly un- 11 
eaſy memory of Sin, and even of f heir” 4 jor 


firthities, while they were here | low, il 
By nt Belg The comfort of beet F 1 5 250 

Works will ſtick. Theſe follo 1% even 
in Death, (4 Rev. xiv, 13. Nagl 2 ſolace 
06d Conſcience, advances inte Joy ..1 
peakdble, and foll of Glory, Thus as to't 
Perfection of the Fehse of the TR 
Spirits of Juſt en made Perfect b 
Before we proceed furthie 115 Lomé thing 
ſhoüld be faid, that, beſides t e old ] F cul 
which we now have, we do not TC | 
we may have Tone new ones added, mY 
tt that New World, iro which, we 19 1 


b 
a c te Ae e FO ante Go N50 


ane J However, a word in brief Li 10 
ele Tee of their Pe, 


4 
+ £ 1171 


Some 


WA James Bontiell % 


Some Gracts, Even amon m that ſeem 
. ere of 3 Firſt Mag DIE 95 3 1 2 are, 
5 vhich in tlicir own Natitre oy e Imperfeition, 
: ſuch. are Faith, "and 70 1 e and 
N prog 1 and nd ſom Fs m. HO 85 
b kezldn of the 797 75 59 Pede Fu- 
ture San pal ceaſe and be 8 hanged in- 
%% what is agr e to Perfect ction. baich 
5 will paſs into Viſion : Wbat we W 
75 0 1 It then ſee; I and 10 the Evidence. 
8 f bir 58 nor 7 will be at an £09. PORE 
1 11 into Enjoyment, and 
55 58 Subſthhie of inks eh ® 
hope no * more. Expcc ation in W ich: the 
wy nature of Hope eſſentially lies, mult. in, ſuch. 
ale, needs Pe at an end. Patience. of ils 
905 can there have no place,wliere no Exil de. 
Nor bearing Wirk one anofhers | les, 
ben all'6 -Infirmities Fer Fa ſocial, 
Set Hor both and our ethrens) afe taken 
away. Auch ld of: 77 ike Graces, But al 
i 11 


% 
SE  .C BI HE ES 


4 reateſt of, Grace 3 50 5 which WI 

then and rem that in a moſt 
exalted phate 1 0 Ihe to God, will not 
Iden be ot, fajot, n 
Wh pound of Watmth h,and Idi ErERCY, it is now. 
ein then Ve all 1105 and perpetual Flame. 
able our Love to Mankigd, will not be that nar- 


ins wird Se 


ith God's Love. We the light 
Jef his Gtory, and Love by the emanations of 


r forced Com- 


row  hearte 1 85 Affection, which here be- 

| f 1000 Fg, Muct confines. it ſelf 

"thereto: but as far as 105 zeings are capa- 

ble thereof vf the, 155 1e mprehenſion 
e by 


his 
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ſtate the Firſt Point, or reſolve the ſiſt fe 
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his Philanthropy; or by. a ſympathy with his 


ficulty propdſed; namely, to what Perſectiam f 


„ „ 


The Second is, 


enn 
What Happineſs their Society can there be to 


den ien e eee 
And for reſolving hereof, 1'tzz this for l 
a foundation, which for the p: cont, | mult 
take for a certain. Truth, becanſe 1. cannot 
ſtand particularly to prove it: Namely, that 
the Saints ſhall aſſuredly know one another 
in the future World. Indeed. judge it unque- 
ſtionably true, and that as well of the wicked, 
ofthe Juſt. But I have no occaſion at-preſent 
to ſpeak, ge the former. The Wige 
fay, ſhalt not only renew all [their Virtuous 
Acquaintances, and old Friendſhips, even af- 
ter the Graye, but contract new ones. Wel 
ſhall know Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, 
Moſes and Elias, and the Prophets; St., peter ( 
and S. Paul, and the betovedDiſciple,and allthoſeſſ. tt 
ancient Witneſſes of the Faith, who here man 
of them wandred about in deſarts, and mountain 
and Caves of the Earth; ſome of them clone. 
in Sheep Skins, and Goat Skins, def dtute, Micl⸗ 
ed, tormented; others of them #aked, and coli 
and hungry, of whom the World was not worthy: 
But God has provided that without us, even tho 
frould not be made perfect. Heb, xi. uli. * 


\ 
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Is Is being laid. as a, Foundation, we may con- 
rive. een +Other, Farticulars, that the 
to Pociety of the Spirits of Jpſt Men made per- 
. e will contribute to our Happineſs, eren 
ben glorified in the Three following 
Mm oInts. 29075 FEY Sind \ Ty 2 248 | 
I. It will de one degree of Happineſs, to 
e free from the ſolicitude we are apt to re- 
zin for the Condition, Good and Welfare 
f many of our Chriſtian Friends. There 
re diverſe perhaps now Dead, whom in 
ife we dearly loved, and touching the con- 
lition of whoſe Souls we have many times 
Fer and Anxiety: Though ſometimes a- 
ain, as WE have reaſon, we conceive great 
Nopes touching their Happineſs. When there- 
Tre we ſhall find them as happy as our 
lves, inſtated as Co-heirs with our Lord 
briſt Jeſus in his Kingdom, all ſuch Solici- 
de muſt ceaſe. That painful Anxiety, 
ith which poſſibly we may go out of the 
orld, touching the perſeverance and final 
avation of ſome we leave behind us, in the 
nidſt af a Wicked and Adulterous Generati- 
In, (amidſt the Temptations and Violence 
Bf the World; Obnoxious to the Malice of 
ic Devil, and the Deceitfulneſs of Sin) the 
ears, leſt by any or all theſe they ſhould 
beWiſcarry (all this trouble and concern, which 
Ria. zor love to them gives us for them,) will 1 
e, be removed ; and as we reſt from our 
A $-4>our, ſo we ſhall be at reſt from thoſe 
teres too. This certainly is a degree of Fe- 
ity, for which many of us (many a a 
| er 


Ain, 
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der hearted} Parent, 


ſent to be fure of. This is the Firſt * ˖ 
moſt perfect, the Society of that Holy Mil 
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(many Husbands àhd 
Wives, many Pious Souls Ih other Relations 
would give a World if they had it at Pie 


II. In as much as Charity win be 


titude muſt vaſtly enlarge our other wiſe p 
vate Joys. It is the nature of Charity fa 
the Apoſtle {1 Cor. 13. 4.) That it is 15 
that it envyeth not, that it ſceketh not its own 
that it rejorceth not in Evili but certainly there 
fore rejoiceth in others Good. When there 
fore we ſhall ſee the whole Body of the Faith 
ful all bleſſed about us, in that Immenſe Cit 
cle of Light, their Bliſs, will as by Bb 
thy encreaſe our own, and we ſhall ſhine” 
Brighter by: the vicinity of their Glories. 

III. For as much as according to Humihit 
Speaking and even Underſtanding, the more 
there are in Heaven of the Spirits of Juſt 
Men made perfect, the greater muſt be the 
Glory of the moſt high God, it will prove 
on this aceount, an encreaſe of our Joys in 
Heaven, that by their Society the Glory of 
God is encreaſed. To raiſe the'Glory ot 
God to the greateſt pitch, to ſer forth his an | 
Name, and bring Credit to our holy Reli. 
gion, ever has been, is, and will be 
the grand defi ign and endeavour of all holy 
Men on Earth. 

When therefore their Sonls ſhall de receiv- 
ed into their Fathers Houſe, and ſhall there 
join with the vaſt Fraternity and Aſſembly ok 
of Saints and Angels, whoſe inceſſant = 2 

nel _ 
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tes it it is to give Glory - unto God, this 
Bleſſed, Compan any, mult needs inhapee thar 
Joys. It has been ſweet to them many a time 
| to give God. Praiſe, even by themfelyes, on 

© their Knees in their Clo Cloſets: yet much Aa 
greater 134 to rate him with. their Chri- 
© {tian Brethren, in th of Congregation : - 
JF But. when they mY de We into the hea- 
venly Quire, and be tau ghe by Saints, as 
well as Angels, to Sing bis Praiſe, here will 
be a Congregation and Harmony indeed! 
Who can expreſs what Joy this muſt fill ſuch 
Souls with? This is matter of Joy to the 
very Angels R : They (ſays our 
7 in 12 ſpel) Rejoice at the Conver- 
tel fro: of 4 Sinner, and much more then muſt we, 


th deen but in that State happily chan ri 5 and 
ont their mutual een God wi 

I have thus endeavoured (according to what 
ieh of time 1 have had to conſider, and what I 
e have of Ability to comprehend, I have, I ſay, 
endeavoured) faithfully to repreſent the Per- 
mn nn of Separate Holy Souls, and how. tbe * 
ciery of one another, adds to each others Bliſs. 1 
em ſenſible I have come much ſhort of ſo great 


bel Thoughts reach it, Eye. has not ſeen, nor Ear. 


holy beard, neither has it entred into the Heart of 
Dol es the things which God * N for them 


bat love him. 1 Cor. 2. 

If our dear Brother (whoſe Earthly part 

ably lies here before us) could hear, how I have 

Bf Wa of theſe things, though 1. have endea- 
voured 


el.. Subject. Words cannot expreſs it, no nor 


8 3 
2 7 1 
U 
_ _ * 


at the Salvation of ſo many Sinners (that have 


x" ba. * 
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voured to take the higheſt and boldeſt Flights} || ! 
which with” Sobriety I could, yet could he. P 


I ſay nom, after his ſhort. experience of that | 
bleſſed” Perfection, hear what 1 have ſaid, | © 
and together conceive what Notions you have 3 
framed thereof, how would he Pity us all, : 
groping / thus in the Dark, diſcourſing * 3 
thinking of heavenly perfection, juſt as Men C 
born Blind do of Lights; or as thoſe, who never 
ſaw any thing but Midnight would do of the te 
Sun walking in his-Noon-Days brightneſs. 1 
How would he, if not reprove our Miſtake, in 
yet help our Errors — E:a ſequor — I truſt Fo 
we ſhall all follow him into like perfection, v 
and then ſee alfo, pv | "EY 6 


Would here willingly ſtop or draw a 4 
Curtain, for that I am not able to Deline- ve 
ate, tothe Life, ſo much of real Worth, and true 1 
Chriſtianity, ſuch Prudence and Temper, ſuch I x, 

| heavenly mindedneſs, and ſerious Senſe of Reli- 


gion, as well as exactneſs inthe outward Offices : 
of it, as dwelt in our Deceaſed Brother. Verilyhe 10 
was rather a Subject for Admiration and Won- . 


der, than for Commendations. I had almoſt 
ſaid he was above Praiſe. Such Charity to fl « 
the Bodies, ſuch Care and Compaffion to the | @ 
Souls of Men, ſuch Integrity and Upright- « 
neſs in his Dealing, and yet ſuch ſtrange A- 
| bilities for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs ; ſucha | « 
ſelf-denying Spirit and ſtrict Retiredneſs, 1 
yet ſuch conftancy in doing Publick Good; | « 
ſuch Readineſs to oblige all, yet ſuch Since- «5; 
rity in his Friendſhip, it is not eaſie to = 


wa James. Boanell. 8% 's 


1 3 ꝓprofeſs, I knom not where in the 
preſent Age to meet with, every-wa nn 


Man. In, a word, ha Perſon 16 mplifſit 
for the Publick Employments he <uſtained, 
yet; no leſs Accurate in his Duties to Goff, 
te his Neighbonr, and Himſelf, I fear ſcarce 
an Age may :ſhew. This be ſpoken is general 
as tothe Bulk of his Enxce $andwhole 
Conyerfation, bis „en: 3{jaoms baud: 
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As to ſome particulars of his Life, (for. 


to all;I cannot; ſpeak,) there are Two, which 
1 ſhall take Notice of. The Firſt of than is 
indeed ſuch, in avhich (according to the Judg- 
ments ef ſome fiexce Men,) he needs to be 
Vindicated. He held (or rather, he was in a 
fort by force kept in) his Place a the Cu- 
fom-ibdouſe, during the worft purt of the laſt 
Reign. Touching this; I will-only Read 
von part of a Letter, which L this DA 18. 
ceiyed, from a perſon of known Wortn and 
Integrity. Lan. i nothing therein of 
my own Knowledge, for all iCorreſ onden- 
cy, even by Letters, was then cut « ff e weer 
my dear Friend and Me. The Letts r 
a-mogeſt Excuſe, which ĩndeetl it needed for, 
relates, 4 That be thappened to de coHtinu- 


< eg in his Employment at the Chffom- Houſe 
© becauſe (at chat itime) they cou, not be 


2 


4 without his Knowledge in thè Revenue; 


but how be did employ his time, and the 
£ Intereſt he had amongſt that ſort then in 
4 Power, is to none better known "(ſaith the 
« Writer) than to my ſelf: He wis em- 
6. £* gently Charitable, and uſefal to the Poor. 
T « Oppreſt 
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Fi Oppreſt Proteſtants 3 both-thoſe:who-hat 
edivd in the City, and others: \who 
* fled: for Refuge; and made .o great uſt 
0 the Opportunities be bad to: Relieve 
Hand Aſſiſt them, that it was more than 
Aa of his Buſtnefs te run about af 
„ Act in their behalf! What Income he 
< had, by his Employment, he ſcatterecbu- 
« broad amongſt. them, and ſought ont o 
*% caſtons fot ſo doing; and very often ran 
„ Hazards, in Preſſing their Sufferings, tb 
« the Reproach of a Malicious and Revenge- 
<: ful People; who had Rob'd and Abagd 
ce them. We were daity together in ene 
<, Corner or other, (as We durſt without 
8 obſervance) and I am fare: he valued n 
+: thiog.more than the good he could 2b 
« (in chat fad. time) tos alt that wanted! H 
« help. I might enlarge upon this 8 
| G but it may be needleſs : He is guns to h 
:* Reward in that Heavenly Ki ubm unf 
en 13411 Thus my Votcher. =. tigte 
_ EEE reaſon in the World to bs 
heve this Relation ; and L here ſolemaly de. 
glare Lde: : It holds ſuch mwith 
the Temper of his Eiſe, known to me. And 
this both ſufbeiently vindirates and together 
highly commends our Decraſtd Friend in 
that diſmatjunRure. N Ain 7 2 NA 17 72 
The other Particular relates to God's Efpe: 
"Cal Providence to bim on his. Death. bed. It 
ſo came te paſs; that from his firſt taking s 
+ Bed, his Head of all Parts mas moſtty feiz- 
2% and though, ke: had frequent, anck long 


Lucid 


„„ en 00 (Re Seren 


aF EIS 
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Lans Intes vulsg yet he „ 
we call Sune Ademory: But how often none 
knew ſo well, as She dH beſt knew Him; and 
was of any; moſt conſtantly with him. Strang 
ers who are not acquainted” with the Ciretim- 
ſtances and private Converſatibn of People,, 
when in their Healths, are apt to miſtake 
— or - ſayings of 7 theirs in 
Sickneſs; and upon approac ing Beach, 
cially if unuſual; edi befel che hogs 
ed. Divers Viſitants and People abbur him of 
his Death - Bed, miſinterpretmg” many things 
he ſpoke to his Wife, to have been delirious, 
whichiſhe knew to be only the pious Breath- 
ings of his Soul. [Notwithſtanding it muſt be 
confeſt, that ſometimes during hisSicknefs, by 
the interruption of his Reaſon; through* 'his 
Diſeaſe, we loſt, What perhaps would have been 
the oft glorious Scene of his Ziſt. For from 4 
Soul of ſuch ſtanding in Chriſt; and {6 og. 
practiſed in all Chriftian Virtnes,'(an4'nfor 
eſpecially in all the pow of Godlineſs, and in 
the ſeveral kinds of devout Exercifes; from 
ſuch à Soul, I fay) many laſtances of great 
Peate and Joy in the floh Gboſt 3 of the aſſuran- 
ces of God's Love, and Foretaſts of Heaven; 
many-exalted-Ejacularions;/and almoſt Sera- 
phick-Strains of Pruiſe (haply even Raptures 
and Extaly) fnight have been fexpetted ?. Not 
to itſention'Connſlsand'DireRionsto Friends, 
poſhibly ſome peculiar Commands alfo to cer- 
tai of chem: Exhortations'and Admoriitions, 
to ſuch axtending him chat needed them, and 
bande ne to the Truth'sf on 
1 9 


eee 
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ligion unto all; together with exemplary 
dying Recommendations. of thoſe he left be- 
| hind him to God: Theſe-and:many like ;Afy 
vantages, which none but Souls like his, 
knew how te value, we loſt by this the un: 
happy Affection of his nobleſt Part. But it 
was God's Hand, and more à Pusiſhment t 
Us, than to Him; for,, hleſſed be qur good 
God, he died i in perfect Peace. 4 bl 
Vet vpon this, there is one Ohſer vation, 
which 1 cangot forbear making, that may bar 
for the Spiritual: Benefit of us all. It pleaſed 
God ſo to govern his Tongue, and as far as 
could be perceived, his very :Fhonghts, n- 
der all-thoſe diſcompoſed Paroxyſms or. PET 
tions of Mind; chat nothing came from him 
any wiſe unbecoming à Chriſtian of themoſt 
Heavenly Temper;--'All that was heard from 
him, was either Prayers or Invitations there- 
to, or Arithmetical Accompts: That is; He 
was, even in his Deliriums eit her employ 25 
Devout Perſon in the Exerciſe of his Religi 
or, as a diligent Officer in the Diſcharge df 
Calling and honeſt Buſineſs. A rare P 
dence! and ſuch a hond teach, us al. ae 
Thing. c 30 203 gain ta 
1. How: happy it is to be, in Oh H 
diligent in the: Works of our Griſtian and 
Common Calling. It may in the very wnhpp- 
| — and moſt dangerous Part of our Lines, 
ve an Influence upon us, or move God, Jo 
to commiſerate us; that dune dere ;ancþoyen 
doting Hour, we no wiſe diſhonour- uw» 
but our very infirmities af protec good Tor 
* 1 8 


%õͤõͤõͥ ĩ ò v 1.x; 4 „„ „ . 0 
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e 


2. Tt ſnhould further teach us, be we of : 
what Condition ſoever, not to put off any 
Preparation for Deatk to the laſt. If ſuch a 
Per ſdn as this was, fo Upright and Innocent, 
ſo Religious and Devoùt, ſo Temperate, nay 
even Abſtemious, had but little more than 
Lucid Imtervals on his Death- bed; what may | 
they expect, who" have ſcarce ever ſeriouſly | 
entertained-'the Thoughts of God, or their | 
Duty? Who at Night ſeldom go to Bed ſo- 
ber? Or in the Day - time live regularly many 
Hours in all their Life? And if theſe ſhould 
then want the Uſe of Reaſon, how can they 
prepare for another World? Repentance 
is a long and ſerious Work; to Men of 
readieſt and largeſt Parts, of moſt compoſed 

Minds, hard to be performed as it ſnould be. 
We have been a long time committing Sins, 
de | and that in great Variety, and cannot poſ- 
* ſibly in a few Moments lock over all that 
ws has been ſo long in doing. A general Re- 
Ns pentance will not ſerve for all Sins. Many 
require particular Tears, Humiliation, Acts 
0 of Faith, Charity, Reconciliation with, or 
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* Satisfaction to, our Neighbours. Ah! con- 
h, ſider, all ye vain Ones, how can all this be 
id done on a Death-bed, and in a few Hours, 


pe yea, though it ſhould happen you had Days 
5 in a few Days? The good God grant all may 


2 take warning early. "Iris | 
0 There are other things I ſhould have taken 
— notice of, as to the Memory of our dear 


te Brother deceaſed. But poſſibly ſome may 
; think 1 am too much * to be impartial. 
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And I confeſs Iam at = unfit for Pane- 
gyricks ; 1 am ſure I am unable for ſuch Per- 
tormance, on this Occaſion. I therefore 
conclude, commending him as a Pattern of 
moſt univerſal Virtue to all your Imitation; 
and beſeeching God, that being . 
by this Inſtance of Mortality, we may all of 
us, it not ia the Days of our Youth ( for thoſe 
are paſt with many of us) yet in the time of 
our Health and Vigour, in the time of our ſoyndy 
eſt Reaſon and beſt Judgment, remember our 
Creator, acquaint our ſelves with God, and male 
our Peace with him; live always prepared for 
our Lord's coming, whenſoever and howſo- 
ever he ſhall call us hence; that fo at laſt, 
When we are taken away, and our Bodies re- 
turn to the Diſt. as they were, our Souls may 


de gathered to the Spirits of Juſt Men made 


-perfett, as I doubt not this our Brother's is. 
Amen, Amen, Good Lord: es wt 
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